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Happy New Year! 

We are almost ready to turn another page on the calendar (or, as 
most will do, begin an entirely new calendar).  2017 is ready to give 
way to 2018, and with it will come some new opportunities to love 
God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 At our Church Conference a couple of weeks ago, church mem-
bers approved the recommendations of the Facility Study Team 
and named the Trustees as the Building Committee to oversee 
the work.  Four projects were approved:  installation of a limited-
use lift, remodeling of the men’s restroom in the lower level of 
the church to a handicap-accessible restroom, and remodeling of 
both the upstairs and downstairs restrooms in the parsonage.  I 
believe taking these steps will radically improve everyone’s abil-
ity to fully utilize our church.  Work could potentially begin as 
early as February, so watch for more information as the work 
begins. 

 
 

 On January 28 at 10:30am, the first “Inspire” worship service will 
be held.  If you were here at the 9:30am service on December 
24, you met Paul Winchester, our new Inspire Worship Coordina-
tor.  Paul is a gifted musician who will bring shape to this new 
worship experience, including the formation of a musical ensem-
ble to lead music.  While we are calling these initial services 
“preview” services (meaning we will use them to fine tune the 
details of this new service), we fully intend to offer a worship ex-
perience that is uplifting, challenging, and inspiring.  Preview ser-
vices will be held on the last Sunday of each month at 10:30am.  
“Inspire” will move to a weekly, 10:30am service, on September 
9, 2018.  Watch for information from Paul on how you can get 
involved with this new opportunity. 

 

 Also in 2018 our Bread Oven Ministry will be up and running.  
Construction of the oven is expected to begin this spring, and we 
could be using the oven by early summer.  What will we be using 
the oven for?  In a word – ministry.  Baking bread, pizza, and oth-
er yummy things (did someone say cinnamon rolls???) will be a 
way to invite neighbors to the church, raise visibility of the 
church, and potentially raise money for missions and ministry.  
Watch for more information on opportunities to get involved, or 
contact Rene Meyer for more information.   
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When I think about these new opportunities, I give 
thanks for what has been done in mission and ministry 
by the faithful people of Holy Trinity.  But I also look 
ahead with eager anticipation of what can and will be 
done through these new initiatives.  We will be making 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.  We will be reaching new people; we will be 
growing in our love of God; and we will be healing a 
broken world.   

Brian Wren sums up my thoughts quite well in a verse 
of the hymn “This Is a Day of New Beginnings.”  Wren 
writes: 

 Christ is alive, and goes before us 

 To show and share what love can do. 

 This is a day of new beginnings; 

 Our God is making all things new. 

May we embrace the God-created “new” of 2018 – and 
may we fully engage in all of it through our prayers, our 
presence, our gifts, our service and our witness. 
 

Blessed New Year- 

Pastor Chad 

 

Pastor Chad, cont.. 

  

 Sunday, January 7 
  

Welcome Booth:  8:30...John Parrish             
    10:30…Fred & Suzanne Pearson 
 

Liturgist:     8:30…Jane Crosson                
     10:30…Suzanne Pearson 
 

Ushers:      8:30…Lori & Mike Huss          

       10:30...Maia & Pat Caldwell 
 

Childcare:     Scott & Tia Service 

 

Coffee Time:   8:30… 
           10:30…Connie Short  
 

Altar Flowers:   

   

 Sunday, January 14 
  

Welcome Booth:  8:30...Harry Algyer             
    10:30…Harry Algyer 
 

Liturgist:     8:30…John Bauchle                
     10:30…Paula Green 
 

Ushers:      8:30…Karen & Dan Stanley        

       10:30...Paula & Pat Green 
 

Childcare:     Paula Johnson   

 

Coffee Time:   8:30…Jim & Verna Erickson  
           10:30…  
 

Altar Flowers:   

 Worship Volunteers 

PRAYER SHAWLS 

Wednesday, January 3 at 9:30am 

For all who like to crochet or knit, please 
join us in the Music room at the church to 
make Prayer Shawls. Bring 
yarn, hooks,   or needles.            

   

End-of-Year Donations 
 

For donations you would like 
credited to your 2017 state-
ment, we request checks be 
dated on or before December 
31 and received at the church 
by Friday, Jan. 5. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwwdaUu8PWAhUW1mMKHd2nDfYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shawlministry.com%2Finstructions.html&psig=AFQjCNENyjfv_jpoLxE0zRug9s4K1uXTlw&ust=1506536269397693
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 Children, Youth & Family... 

 

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator 
Lynnette Dobberpuhl 

cyfcoordinator@integra.net 

 

A Look Behind the Curtain 

Every August the Sunday school leaders for the 
PreK-5th grade group met to look at the year 
ahead and one of the items we look at is the 
Christmas program. Every year we face challeng-
es: getting reluctant kids to take speaking roles, 
difficulties with hearing the speaking parts, and, 
increasingly, scheduling conflicts on Sunday 
mornings. Plus, there is always a kid who gets 
sick that morning, and if that kid has a speaking 
role, things get even more complicated. Every 
year we try to find a way to make it simpler, and 
privately, I have sometimes wondered if it was 
all worth it.  

One thing that keeps us going is that the pro-
gram is a gift that the kids (and leaders) give the 
congregation. It is an act of both worship and 
service and our younger kids don’t get those 
kind of opportunities too often. The program 
also gives us a chance to share worship with 
people who come specifically to see the kids; 
welcoming new people to our sanctuary and our 
congregation. And although it is never perfect, 
the kids’ program is always cute and funny and 
hopefully heartwarming.  

So while we were looking at the challenges of 
the program I heard these words came out of 
my mouth: “What if we recorded the speaking 
parts on video ahead of time?” And then, I kind 
of panicked. My immediate reaction was “No, 
no, no, no, that is an awful idea; I have no idea 
how to do this; how? who? when? There are too 
many unknowns and questions. NO,” and right 
after that I thought, “But that could be cool. The 
congregation could see the video on the 
screens, and the actors wouldn’t need micro-
phones, and if the kids get stuck on their lines 
we’d just record it again. Maybe, yes.” 

Sometimes the things I think God is calling me to 
do feel natural and easy. I enjoy them. Other 
times being called feels like being told to jump 
off the high dive into the deep end, and people, 
I don’t care for heights or water. These kind of 
“called” experiences are messy and I feel dumb 
pretty much the whole time I am working 
through them.  

 

             Continued top of page... 

These kind of “called” experiences inevitably 
help me grow in trust because it is especially 
when I am out of my depth that I can see God 
working. God works by bringing us people who 
can help us, by denying us help when there is 
something we can learn to do ourselves, by re-
vealing what we need only when we need it, by 
putting a bit of silence in a video dialogue exactly 
where people will want to laugh, by turning chil-
dren’s voices into a vehicle for God’s message of 
love, and by using a wandering preschool Star to 
remind all of us of the delight we can find in a 
manger in a stable in Bethlehem.  

Many of the kids and leaders stepped out of 
their comfort zones this year, and they did a 
great job. My hope is that God will call you to do 
something hard in 2018, and that you will an-
swer “Yes” and be blessed.  

Lynnette 
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 “Inspire” Worship Service... 

Are you ready to INSPIRE?  
By Paul Winchester 

We are beginning our initial recruitment process for 
the new Inspire service here at Holy Trinity and we 
need you to make this new style of worship come 
to life! 

We are looking for members for a band so that 
means we need a guitarists, bassists, keyboard play-
ers, drummers/percussionists, and singers. It 
doesn't need to stop there though; if you play an 
instrument other than what's listed we want you 
too! We can make use of all musicians, whether you 
play a rock instrument or a classical one. We also 
hope to make this an experiential service so we will 
need readers, actors, dancers, artists, or people 
with any other types of shareable gifts. Right now 
there is truly no limit as we can shape worship 
around the gifts YOU have to offer! 

The Inspire team will rehearse Saturday mornings 
(final time still TBD) and our first rehearsal will be 
Saturday, January 13th. The first Inspire service will 
be held on January 28th.  

If you have any of the gifts listed above, have a gift 
to share even not listed above, or even if you aren't 
specifically sure what you want to share but you 
have a passion for this new worship and desire to 
be involved, I strongly urge you to sign up. We need 
all of you, regardless of what type of gift you pos-
sess or what your ability level is. If you are interest-
ed, please send an email with your name and gifts 
to paulwinchestermusic@gmail.com and I will re-
spond with confirmation and more details. If you 
have questions or need any clarifications, please 
contact me at the same address and I will try to sort 
things out. I am so excited to meet and work with 
all of you and to build a beautiful service together 
where we can all share our divine blessings with 
each other! 

   Paul Winchester 

   Inspire Worship Coordinator 

2017 
By Lynnette Dobberpuhl 

2017 was amazing for developing programming 
and relationships within the ministries for children, 
youth and families, and we are looking forward to 
more beautiful things happening in 2018. Sunday 
school and Vacation Bible School continues to 
grow in substance and numbers. We had success 
with getting kids to summer camps this year, and 
one of the highlights for five of our youth was at-
tending STORM camp (Service To Others in Re-
lational Ministry) in July which was our first oppor-
tunity to do that after a break of many years. We 
did a massive amount of work, met some amaz-
ing people and experienced enthusiastic worship 
twice a day for a week! All the campers want to 
go back, and I anticipate we will have even more 
signing up this coming summer!  

 

Youth groups for 5th-12th graders started up this 
past summer, and while we are still building to-
ward excellence it has been really inspiring to see 
it start to come together. I think it is worthwhile to 
point out that the youth of our church live in five 
different towns, and attend more than six different 
schools, so most of them don't start out knowing 
each other well. This can be challenging and is 
also a valuable opportunity to start fresh and take 
the focus of off culture and status and work to-
ward relating to others as Jesus would have us 
do. It has been exciting to see 8-19 kids attending 
youth group each time (a little lower on off days 
like highway pickup, and Labor Day weekend.) 
We have had more adults involved too, which is 
awesome and so helpful!  

 

Our November middle school retreat, known as 
The Event (formerly known as JUMY's) has also 
grown in youth and adult participation, from a to-
tal of eight kids and adults three years ago to 
twenty this year! Probably what excites me the 
most is that the kids get fired up about the devo-
tions and the worship as much as they do about 
the fun and activities. The Spirit is working in 
these kids and that, far more than increasing 
numbers, is the point of everything we do.  
 

Lynnette 

  

mailto:paulwinchestermusic@gmail.com
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2018... 

From Lynnette... 

Looking ahead in 2018, be aware of some 
dates: 

 Registration for summer camps for kids as 
young as 6 opens soon! Find a friend or three and 
let's plan an adventure! 

 

 Vacation Bible School will be June 11-14 for kids 
entering K-5th grades, and we can reserve spots 
and sign up helpers (6th grade-adult) any time. We 
have a super fun theme "Rolling River Rampage" 
this year and some of the visuals have arrived and 
are set up in Classroom 3 if you want a peek! 
 

 We are leaning toward the second session of 
STORM camp at Elk River July 22-28 (for kids who 
have completed 7th-12th grades). We need to 
know by March how many kids and adults we are 
taking so let me know soon if you are interested! 
 

We are continuing youth groups every other Sun-
day from 5:30-7:30, unless a special event is 
planned. The next two are Jan 7th and Jan 21st. To 
plan for food and activities, we ask that you sign up 
on Sign Up Genius at http://bit.ly/HTYouthActivities 
 

The November middle school retreat is scheduled 
for Nov 2-4 (kids in grades 6-9th). If you are in 10th-
12th grade and are interested in being one of the 
amazing student interns at this event, please know 
you have to APPLY to them for this position. I 
would be delighted to help you spruce up your re-
sume, but let me know ASAP. 
 

  

 

Lynnette Dobberpuhl 
Coordinator of Children, Youth & Family Ministries 
651-492-8188 
www.htumc.org 
www.facebook.com/HTUMC 
Twitter @Holy3Youth 
Instagram @holy_trinity_umc 

 

Adult Sunday School 

You are cordially invited to attend the Adult Sunday 
School class, which begins at 9:30 am in the parsonage 
next door.  Each week we will have interesting videos 
and lively discussions.  Come when you can!  The coffee, 
tea, and hot chocolate are always on.   Note:  We have 
ordered extra books for each series that has a book.  If 
you’d like to borrow one ahead of time or during the se-
ries, check with us!  We look forward to having you join 
us! 

 Rene Meyer      Carol Ottoson     Collan Zehnder  

January 7-February 4 

When God Doesn’t Fix It  

by Laura Story 

Christian singer Laura Story's life took an unex-
pected turn when her husband, Martin, was diag-
nosed with a brain tumor. The devastating news for-
ever changed their lives and brought Laura's dreams 
of a fairy-tale life to an end. Yet her struggles to ac-
cept her new situation also brought her deeper joy 
and intimacy with God as she allowed him to rewrite 
her story. 

In this five-session curriculum, Laura examines the 
twists and turns that took place not only in her own 
life but also in the lives of many of the heroes of the 
faith. She reveals how God used crises in the lives of 
people such as Abraham, Sarah, David, and Paul to 
bring them closer to him and set them on the path 
he wanted them to take. She also shows how God 
used each of these individuals in spite of their flaws 
and brokenness. 

God may not fix everything in our lives. In fact, our 
situation might not ever change or get better. But 
we can know that God will lead us to a place 
where we are better because of it. 

 

 Sessions include: 

   Don't Be Surprised by Trouble 

   Best-Made Plans 

   When God Doesn't Fix It 

   Why? The Question on Replay 

   A Better Broken  

http://bit.ly/HTYouthActivities
http://www.htumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/HTUMC


6 

 

If you have a concern    
or celebration to share, 
please call the church 
office during the week  
(952) 447-2990 

Prayer Requests:        
 

Diane Antonsen, at St. Gertrude’s recovering from injuries sustained in a fall 
 

Prayers for Barbara Steward on the death of her daughter, Patrice Trammell, this 
past week in Florida 
 

Louise Johnson’s sister, Melva, passed away Dec. 27 in Omaha 
 

Marly Bahmer’s brother, Ray, passed away Dec. 13 in Arizona 
 

Stan & Kathy Nelson’s grandson, Sam, having a difficult time with asthma & respira-
tory issues; prayers appreciated 
 

Kay Petterson’s friend, Beth Wonderlin, diagnosed with brain and eye cancer 
 

Kelli Boles  -  undergoing treatment for cancer 

Joys: 

We are Renewing our group of Knitters, and/or 

those who Crochet, to make Prayer Shawls. The 

gathering will begin in the Choir Room on the 

First Wednesday of the month,       October 

4th, at 9:30

dles. If you need a pattern we can supply those. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Our next United Methodist Women (UMW) Monthly Meeting 

         will be Tuesday, January 9th, at the Parsonage. 

        Potluck begins at 12:30pm. 

      Come join us! 

We will be starting a new study – Adam Hamilton’s book  

“When Christians Get It Wrong”. 

The United Methodist Women (UMW) is a community of women whose       

purpose is: 

*To know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through 
Jesus Christ, *To develop a creative supportive fellowship, and *To ex-
pand concepts of missions through participation in global ministries of 
the church.  Membership is open to all women – any woman who ac-
cepts the purpose and is willing to participate in the work of the United 
Methodist Women through prayer, giving and service may become a 
member.               
 

We are a group of “Women in Mission” acting as advocates for women, 

children & youth, both at home & abroad.  

Calling ALL                   
Soup-makers… 

We are in need of 2 more 
people to make soup during 
our Wednesday evening        
Lenten Soup Suppers.  
 

Please email Sherrill Taatjes  
if you’d like to give it a try! 

 scontaatjes@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclassroomclipart.com%2Fimages%2Fgallery%2FClipart%2FFood%2FBreakfast_Clipart%2FTN_plate_with_fried_eggs_and_bacon.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fclassroomclipart.com%2Fclipart%2FClipart%2FFood%2FBreakfast_Cli
mailto:scontaatjes@gmail.com
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Our Vision:  “To love God,         
uplift people, inspire hope,           
and grow  disciples of Jesus 
Christ in our community and                               

everywhere we go.” 

          Sun            Mon           Tue            Wed              Thu         Fri        Sat 

  

 

 

     
   

  

  
  

  
  

 

  

    

 
   

  

  
 

 

 
 
 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
        F. Hall 
  

7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
  

 

 

 

7:30am Womenôs Breakfast  
8:30am Moment of Prayer 

9:30  Prayer Shawls 
 
 

 
7pm   Choir practice 
 

  

  

  
  
 
 
 
6:00pm Weight     
Watchers 
7-9pm Russian 
church 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  

  

 
 

 

 
8:30am  Worship Service 
9:30am  Sunday School 
10:30am  Worship Service 
 
1-3pm Russian church 
  

  
  

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
        F. Hall 
 
  

7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

4:30pm  Bells  

 
 
7:30am Womenôs Breakfast   
7:30am Menôs Breakfast 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

  
 

6:30 Confirmation   
         
 7pm   Choir practice 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
6:00pm Weight    
Watchers 
7-9pm Russian 
church 

 

 
 
 
 
   

 
 

  
  

Al Anon 
all-day 
event at the 
parsonage 

  
 
8:30am  Worship Service 
9:30am  Sunday School 
10:30am  Worship Service 

  
1-3pm Russian church  

  
 
  
 
 

 
3:00 Rubyõs Pantry  
 

6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
        F. Hall 
 
 

7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 

  
  
 

 
1:00pm  Bible 
Study at Lakefront 
 

4:30pm  Bells  

7pm  PL Quilters 

 
7:30am Womenôs Breakfast  
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
  
 
  
 
  

7pm   Choir practice 
 

 

  
 
  
 

 

 

6:00pm Weight    
Watchers 
7-9pm Russian 
church 

 
 
  

 

 
 

  

   
 8:30am  Worship Service 
9:30am  Sunday School 
10:30am  Worship Service 
 
1-3pm Russian church 
  
  
 
 
 
 
8:30am  Worship Service 
9:30am  Sunday School 

10:30am  Inspire Service 

 
1-3pm Russian church 
  

 
  
 
  
 
6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
        F. Hall 
 

7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 
 
 

  

 
   
 
6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
        F. Hall 
 

7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
  
 

 

 

 

4:30pm  Bells  
 

 

  

 

 
 

 

4:30pm  Bells  

7pm Trinity Readers 

 

 
7:30am Womenôs Breakfast  
7:30am Menôs Breakfast  
8:30am Moment of Prayer 

 
 

6:30 Confirmation   
 
7pm   Choir practice 
 
 
 

 
  

   
 
 7pm   Choir practice 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
6:00pm Weight        
Watchers 
7-9pm Russian 
church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

 
  

 

Our Vision:  “To love God,    
uplift people, inspire hope,           
and grow  disciples of Jesus 
Christ in our community and                               

everywhere we go.” 

12:30  CIRCLE     
Potluck at the 
parsonage  

          

                  1                                            2                                               3              4    5      6     

7           8         9      10            11         12        13 

14                      15        16          17             18        19       20  

 21              22         23           24        25        26      27   

     28            29           30           31             

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCIf74YG__scCFYMVkgodkVgFXQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartpanda.com%2Fcategories%2Fschool-books-clipart-black-and-white&psig=AFQjCNEJyf-XwKaVFDbYSUc5H7iUqqu0Zg&
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 

16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 

Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship  8:30 & 10:30 am;  Summer 9:30 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     htpastor@integra.net 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl   
(651) 492-8188 cyfcoordinator@integra.net 
 

Church Secretary:  Linda Holladay                                  
(952) 447-2990      htumc@integra.net   
      

Church website  htumc.org 

Serving, Anticipating, Inviting and Loving in the name of Jesus Christ 

Trinity Readers 

All are Welcome! 

Our Book Club meets the last Tuesday  
of the month at the Parsonage 

7:00pm 

Upcoming Books we will be reading in 2018…. 

January Winterdance by Gary Paulson 
 

February    Immortal Irishman by Timothy Egan 
 

March   Until they Bring the Streetcars Back        
  by Stanley Gordan West 
 

April    Hillbilly Elegy  by J D Vance 


