Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”

August, 2020
“How Can I Make A Difference?”
Mary Oliver is an American poet who writes deeply profound
and thought-provoking poetry. In her poem “The Summer
Day,” she asks this important question,
“Tell me, what is it you plan to do with your one wild and
precious life?”
This is the haunting, persistent question that should be on
every child of God’s heart. It is the question to ponder when
we see the brokenness, injustice, violence, and pain of our
world. It’s the question that entices our imagination when we
see how good life can be when we’ve found our purpose, our
means of participating in God’s transformative work in the
world. Pastor and author James Harnish writes, “It’s the
question that touches the deep desire of every follower of
Christ to make a difference in the world.”
How would you answer it?
Another way to think about the question is to ask, “What can I
do that will make the world a better place today?” Or quite
simply, “How can I make a difference?”
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That’s the question we will be exploring in worship during the
five weeks between August 9 and September 6. Using
Harnish’s book Make A Difference: Following Your Passion
and Finding Your Place to Serve we will be listening to God’s
guidance in finding our own personal answers to those critical
questions.
Here’s a brief outline of the upcoming sermon series:
August 9 – “Wake Up!” If we listen deeply, we will hear the
Spirit saying, “Wake up! Remember who you are.” Our calling
is grounded in our identify as children of God. It is the word
the Spirit speaks in baptism.
Continued on page 2...
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Pastor Chad, continued..
August 16 – “Stop, Look, and Listen” – Remember
the instructions we learned about what to do before
crossing a street? Like Moses, we can discern where
God is calling us to go when we intentionally “stop,
look, and listen.”

August Opportunities
As summer enters its final month and we inch closer
to fall, I want to make you aware of some opportunities to come together as a church community.
These opportunities – some ‘in-person’ and others
online – will include time for prayer and fellowship,
and small group Bible study.

August 23 – “Go Together” – The task of making
disciples of Jesus Christ is far too big and far too
complex for any of us to accomplish on our own.
But we are not called to be solo performers;
ministry in the body of Christ is always a team sport.

SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY – during August we will
be studying the scriptures used for the Sunday
service. This study will take place on Monday, so
hopefully you’ll have a chance to view the worship
recording to hear the scriptures read and explained.

August 30 – “Into the Crucible of Pain and Hope” – If
you want your life to make a Christ-shaped
difference, it will mean following Jesus into places
you might otherwise choose to avoid. But the
promise is that if you listen deeply, you will hear
Christ’s words of hope. It’s the word that works
when all other words fail.

Mondays (beginning August 10), 9am – online; OR
2pm – outdoors at the church
(NOTE: if meeting outdoors at the church, please
bring your own chair, mask, and beverage/snack
[optional]. Outdoor events at church are held
‘weather permitting.’)

September 6 – “From Here to Kingdom Come” – By
following our passion and finding our place to serve
we will take part in God’s redeeming work being
done ‘on earth as it is in heaven.’

SMALL GROUP FOR PRAYER AND FELLOWSHIP –
these groups will gather for about 45 minutes to
pray together and then share in a time of ‘guided
fellowship.’ Bring your own coffee or cold beverage
and a snack, if desired, and enjoy time with other
church members and friends.

I hope that you’ll join us online each week, and I
pray that the Spirit of God will use these messages
to make a joy-filled, Kingdom-shaped, Christlike
difference in your life so that you can make a
difference in this world.

Sundays (beginning August 9) 10am – online
Tuesdays (beginning August 11) 10am – outdoors
at the church

Blessings,
Pastor Chad

(NOTE: if meeting outdoors at the church, please
bring your own chair, mask, and beverage/snack
[optional]. Outdoor events at church are held
‘weather permitting.’)
I hope to see many of you at these events. Be sure
to let others know and encourage them to sign up.
Please RSVP to me (pastor@htumc.org) or the
church office (office@htumc.org or 952-447-2990)
so that we can best plan for your participation.
Invitations for online events (on Zoom) will only be
sent to those who sign up in advance.
I’ll see you “at church” –
Pastor Chad
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Children, Youth, and Family...
Peace In A Time Of War
There have been times lately on social media when I
have felt like I am in the No Man’s Zone of a battlefield where many wars are being fought simultaneously. So much of my Facebook feed is hostile. The
name calling, and the self-righteousness and the
TONE, my goodness, the tone. I could un-friend people on Facebook who share posts and opinions that I
disagree with, and I have un-friended one or more
people for racist comments, but almost all my Facebook friends are my real life friends, and I care about
them even when I disagree with them. Also, when a
person I respect and care about shares a surprising
or discomforting position, it tells me what is going on
in their life. I learn something about what they fear,
or what has caused them pain, or what is pressing
most hard on their heart.
On Facebook I have learned I have friends who hate
masks, love masks, support Black Lives Matter, support Blue Lives Matter, argue All Lives Matter, think
homosexuality is sinful, think discrimination against
LGBTQIA+ is evil, love Jesus, and think all who follow
any organized religion are prejudiced, hypocritical
simpletons. These are all opinions, or beliefs. They
may be tightly held, treasured beliefs, some of which
break my heart, but they are beliefs. I have friends
who are white, people of color, Democrats, Republicans, Independents, straight, gay, Christian, atheist,
New Age random, and Buddhist, (interestingly, I
don’t think I have any Muslim or Jewish friends and
now I think I need to change that.) These are all
people. Regardless of what they believe, even when
I think they are wrong, I believe they are all made in
the image of God, and are loved by God. When they
are grieving, or fearful, I feel for their pain. I don’t
take pleasure when they are crushed, though I might
be relieved when events don’t go their way.
I tolerate disagreement across my Facebook feed. It
helps me understand issues better, even if it doesn’t
change my mind. It helps me understand my friends
better. What I find gut-wrenching is when the frustration boils over (online or in person) and things get
personal. If I were to post that green eyed people
deserve what they get because a few green eyed
people committed terrible crimes, that is hurtful to
all green eyed people and the people who love
them. It is going to war.
Continued above...

When we speak bitterly about people or groups we
are recruiting others to the war. And we, as Christians, need to stop that. We can disagree, we can
stand up for justice without forgetting that the people whose opinions or beliefs we oppose are just
that: people. And, when people disagree with us, we
don’t have to take it personally, even if it would be
nicer if everyone saw how sensible we are. We need
to stop denigrating and dehumanizing other people.
We need to stop name-calling.
I can hear the “Yeah, but’s” and “What abouts” even
as I write this. It is complicated; there is a point
where words are no longer helpful. Rather than argue it out, I invite you to take an action. Last fall,
long before any of us imagined how much more polarized we as a culture could get, we began the planning for a Peace and Pollinator Garden with Ryan
Boller, Eagle Scout candidate. The Peace Pole will be
arriving this month and take its place at the center
of this newborn garden in a bed of plants chosen to
attract pollinators such as butterflies, bees and hummingbirds. The purpose of this project is to help the
Don Hartley memorial garden grow, and to inspire
peace in the people who visit the garden. I would
like for people to commit to engaging with others
peacefully and to signify that commitment by placing a stone around the edge of our newborn Peace
and Pollinator garden. The stone can represent a
hardness of heart that we are giving up to God to
work on, or a heavy issue that we need God’s help
to let go of, or a rocky relationship that we have
been making worse.
Peace starts with us and in us, but in a time when
aggression seems normal it can be difficult. When
you are in conflict with someone who won’t engage
peacefully it can seem impossible. But “with God all
things are possible,” (Matthew 19:26) and Jesus
promised us, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give you. I do not give to you as the world
gives.” (John 14:27a) We need something better
than the world has been giving us, but it takes a willingness on our part to receive. You can bring any
ordinary rock, or paint a rock especially for the purpose, or sometime this month you will find a bucket
of rocks at one of the paths for you to choose from.
Come to the garden, lay down your burden, and
make a way for the peace of Jesus to work in you.
Lynnette Dobberpuhl
3

Core Team & Mission Corner...
Core Team Corner

August Mission Of The Month

The Core Team met via Zoom on Monday, July 13 at
6:30 p.m. Highlights of the discussion include:


Opened in prayer, mentioning specifically people who are grieving losses of family members;
who are struggling in the pandemic with mental
illness, addiction, loneliness, and job insecurity;
for people who in Haiti who are suffering skyrocketing food prices related to the pandemic,
and for our educators and school administrators
who are making some very tough decisions.



Finance: overall, pledged giving has kept up with
giving from 2019 and we are very grateful for
our faithful contributors!



COVID-19 and gathering: our first outdoor worship was scheduled for the week after this
meeting, and was a big success with 42 people
gathering safely in the parking lot, wearing
masks and spaced in their own chairs, and joining in prayer, brief singing, and a message on the
many Psalms that speak to us in our experiences
today. Another worship experience, a Bible
study and a fellowship gathering are planned for
August and online gatherings will happen as well
for those who are inclined to avoid groups at
this time. The Re-Opening Task Force will meet
again in August to use the most current data to
decide how to proceed in September.



An online Vacation Bible School alternative was
offered in July and nine families with 32 children
signed up (additional families are encouraged to
join in online, just contact Lynnette to get the
links to amazing videos with Bible stories,
games, activities and music from Ben Calhoun of
Citizen Way.) This 3 day program was made
available to families at no cost, and the response
has been very favorable!



Mission:
To house, support, and advocate for people experiencing homelessness.
About Simpson Housing Services:
Since our beginnings in 1982 in the basement of
Simpson United Methodist Church, Simpson has
become a leading nonprofit providing assistance to
people experiencing homelessness. In response to
unmet community needs, our services have grown
to include five key programs: emergency shelter,
supportive housing programs for youth, single
adults, and families – along with developmental
and educational services for children of families in
our Family Housing Program.

Thank you for donating $655
to UMCOR’s Sheltering in Love Fund
during the month of June.

The Core Team is inviting ministry leaders to
join them at the next meeting (via Zoom unless
otherwise indicated) Monday, August 17 at 6:30
p.m. If you are a ministry leader and haven't received an invitation yet, please contact Pastor
Chad or anyone on the team for more info.

Through the “Sheltering in Love” fund, grants will
be rapidly released to assist vulnerable populations
around the world impacted by COVID-19. Grants
from this fund will be disbursed quickly and
efficiently to address health concerns, food
insecurity, water and hygiene limitations and other
pressing needs.

Full minutes can be found in the church office or on
the website at https://htumc.org/core-team/
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Church Announcements...
Garden News
Liz Weninger will be delivering fresh food from the
refrigerator in the parsonage garage to the CAP
agency on Monday and Thursday mornings.
If you have other things to donate to the food shelf,
or your garden (or friend’s garden) is over producing and you’d like to share, we will happily accept
those donations for CAP as well. Please leave them
in the garage (marked for delivery) and Liz will take
those also. If there is a large donation, she can take
it on other days. Just email or call her
lizw@mchsi.com or 612-590-2234

Please join us for an outdoor
worship service in August.
More information coming soon!

Free Meals
The Y is collaborating with Loaves & Fishes,
UnitedHealth Group and NEWTRAX to deliver and
distribute healthy food at our Y location.
FRESH MEALS AVAILABLE DAILY:
Pre-Cooked Healthy & Wholesome Meals
**in tin containers with lids and include meat/
vegetable/potato for 4 people**
Bag Lunch: Includes a sandwich, potato chips,
vegetable or fruit and treat.
FOOD DISTRIBUTION TIMES
Monday-Friday 12 PM – 2:00pm
LOCATION:
River Valley YMCA in Prior Lake
3575 North Berens Road NW
Prior Lake, MN 55379

Holy Helpers
Do you know of anyone in our congregation who
needs to stay out of public places because of his/
her health and the coronavirus? If so, Holy Helpers
would like your help by giving us the name of the
person and we'll contact him/her to see if running
errands, getting groceries and general supplies or
helping in other ways may be useful . Of course,
friends, families, on line shopping, and other means
are available, but maybe there is someone who
could benefit. Thanks for your help in our effort to
offer care to our church family.
Contact Sandy Feldhake at
952-447-5784 / sfeldha1@msn.com
or Karen Nau at
952-836-5316 / nauknau@hotmail.com

Blessing of the Backpacks
No matter how or where our students and
educators are going to school this fall, they need
blessings! Watch the website, Facebook, and your
email for more information about an upcoming
backpack blessing event. We will be safely
distanced and full of the Holy Spirit!
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Holy Trinity UMC
(952) 447-2990
office@htumc.org

Calendar Subject to Change
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

8:30am Online
Worship & Sunday
School

9

8:30am Online
Worship & Sunday
School

Small Groups
10:00am Online

16

10

11

9:00am Online
2:00pm Outdoors
at the Church

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

28

29

Small Groups
10:00am Outdoors
at the Church

6:30pm Core Team

24

25

31
9:00am Online
2:00pm Outdoors
at the Church

26
8:30am Moment of Prayer

9:00am Online
2:00pm Outdoors
at the Church

Small Groups
10:00am Online

Small Groups
10:00am Online

12

8:30am Moment of Prayer

8:30am Online Worship/SS

8:30am Online Worship/SS

8

Small Groups
10:00am Outdoors
at the Church

18

9:00am Online
2:00pm Outdoors
at the Church

30

7

8:30am Moment of Prayer

8:30am Online
Worship & Sunday
School

23

6

8:30am Moment of Prayer

17

Small Groups
10:00am Online

5

Small Groups
10:00am Outdoors
at the Church

6

27
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372
Worship: 8:30 & 10:30am Summer: 9:30
Pastor: Rev. Chad Gilbertson
(952) 356-4616 pastor@htumc.org
Family Ministries: Lynnette Dobberpuhl
(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
Church Admin: Tina Chant
(952) 447-2990 office@htumc.org

Church website: htumc.org

Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.”
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