Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”

September, 2020
“Be Love”
reckless - utterly unconcerned about the consequences of
some action; without caution; careless
The word ‘reckless’ is not a very positive word. You get a
ticket for reckless driving. A reckless heart can lead to a
tattered string of relationships. A reckless disregard for
the truth can land you in court and/or jail. You can waste
an inheritance in reckless living (see Luke 15:13).
And yet, when we think about the way in which Jesus
showed and shared love with those around him, it’s a
pretty accurate word. Reckless love is different. It pushes
us to cross all sorts of boundaries and help us love as God
loves and commands us to love.
It has often been said that Jesus loves us enough to accept
us as we are, but too much to leave us where we are. This
reckless journey from who we were to what we can be-

come is the focus of our next sermon series.
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Love.” In order to live out the Great Commandment, to
love God and love our neighbor, we have to learn to “be
love” to those around us. Each week we’ll use one of the
letters in that phrase to help us learn how to live out that
commandment. We’ll find practical steps to take on our
own journey of faithfulness to this way of life.

Continued on page 2...
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Pastor Chad, continued..
Here’s an outline of the themes for this series:
September 13 – Begin With Love (Mark 12:28-31)
September 20 – Expand the Circle (Luke 5:29-32)
September 27 – Lavish Love (Luke 6:27-31)
October 4 – Openhearted Love (John 4:1-15)
October 11 – Value the Vulnerable (Luke 15:3-7)
October 18 – Pastor Chad on vacation
October 25 – Emulate Christ (John 13:14-17)
As you can see, the first letter in each of those
themes forms the phrase ‘Be Love.’ We would do
well to remind ourselves that the ability to “Be
Love,’ to practice a reckless kind of love, cannot be
done on our own, but is bound to our understanding
that we are already BELOVED. We are children of
God, on a journey with Jesus, seeking to make the
Great Commandment the defining reality of our
lives.

September Opportunities
SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY – during September we
will be studying the scriptures used for the Sunday
service. This study will take place on Monday, so
hopefully you’ll have a chance to attend worship or
view the worship recording online to hear
the scriptures read and explained.

I hope that you’ll join us on this journey! Worship
will be available online each week, beginning
Sundays at 8:30am. We will also gather outside for
in-person worship, Sundays at 10am, weather
permitting.

Mondays 9am – online; OR 2pm – outdoors at the
church (Note: No Bible Study on Labor Day)
SMALL GROUP FOR PRAYER AND FELLOWSHIP –
this group will gather for about 45 minutes to pray
together and then share in a time of ‘guided fellowship.’ Bring your own coffee or cold beverage and a
snack, if desired, and enjoy time with other church
members and friends.

I’ll see you in worship!
Pastor Chad

Tuesdays 10am – outdoors at the church

(NOTE: if meeting outdoors at the church, please
bring your own chair, mask, and beverage/snack
[optional]. Outdoor events at church are held
‘weather permitting.’)
I hope to see many of you at these events. Be sure
to let others know and encourage them to sign up.
Please RSVP to me (pastor@htumc.org) or the
church office (office@htumc.org or 952-447-2990)
so that we can best plan for your participation.
Invitations for online events (on Zoom) will only be
sent to those who sign up in advance.
I’ll see you “at church”
–Pastor Chad
2

Children, Youth and Family...
Created To…
Every year brings new challenges. You enter a new
grade, and maybe a new building. You learn a new
form of math, a new way to create art, or how to
drive. Friendships change. You have to figure out the
expectations of new teachers, and also take on new
responsibilities at school and home as you mature.
Sometimes you have someone to help show you
how it all works (or at least be by your side), and
sometimes you have to figure things out on your
own. Each new thing I learn brings me wisdom and
usually some humility, because mistakes along the
way are pretty common. It can be exhausting, especially when you have a bunch of new things hit all at
once. I remember in college, calling home and telling
my mom, “I don’t think I can handle any more ‘great
learning experiences.’” But I did. So far I have survived them all, some a little more gracefully than
others. And the great thing is that this is what we are
created to do. We have been given life to live, and
live abundantly. Abundant living means giving life
our full attention, fully enjoying the blessings AND
applying our uniquely created skills and perspective
to the challenges before us.

I imagine most people, like me, are grieving the loss
of a time when things felt simpler. It is okay, even
important to grieve. To grieve is to acknowledge,
not deny, the reality of loss and change. Grieving,
pouring out our disappointment, fear, sadness and
frustration, prepares us for the challenge of abundant life after and even during loss and change. Because, remarkably, abundant life remains. God continues to pour out blessing upon blessing. We can
still love, pray, trust, forgive, give, serve and put God
first. We can have confidence in the eternal love and
power of God, even if we don’t foresee how the
next few weeks or even days will play out. You do
not need to have mastered every challenge in life to
have faith that God, and the life God has given us, is
good. Even when we go through times when it does
not seem good, we can be sure that God sees the
big picture and is with us every step. As we go
through blessed and challenging experiences, let’s
be kind to ourselves, taking care of our need for
rest, for healthy food and activity, and to others
around us who are also navigating similar and different challenges. Let us do what we are created to do.
Lynnette Dobberpuhl
Children, Youth & Family Coordinator
kidsandfamilies@gmail.com

Living abundantly doesn’t mean living perfectly, like
a test we need to ace, or uniformly, like everyone
else, but it doesn’t mean you have to figure it all out
on your own, either. Jesus gave us amazing lessons
for living an abundant life, like love, pray, trust, forgive, give, serve and most importantly, put God first.
Most, if not all, of what we face in life will go better
if we do those things. You don’t have to take my
word for it, you can test it out for yourself, anytime.
And, God gave us each other to help along the way.
Sometimes we can help by literally helping someone
do something, or sometimes we can help by sharing
encouraging words, or just listening with kindness to
someone else. Sometimes, it seems that all we can
do is pray, but that is good too.

Announcements
Watch for small group opportunities coming up for
5th & 6th graders, 7th & 8th graders, and high
school/college aged kids. If you would like to help
plan or ask questions, contact Lynnette.
Sunday school messages will continue to be available online for the immediate future, and we will
resume Zoom interactives for those who would like
to participate. To get kids signed up, sign up as an
adult helper or get more information about how this
works, contact Lynnette. We had so much fun with
it last spring, and there are lots of ways to help both
on and off the computer!

We are all going through some tough learning experiences right now. There is a lot of confusion around
the best way to do almost everything: school,
church, shopping, playing…you name it. We are still
learning more all the time about the world we are in,
and things keep changing.
Continued above...

September Theme: Block Party—Everyone’s Invited!
Bottom Lines:
Choose your friends wisely.
Friends love one another.
Friends encourage one another.
Friends forgive one another.
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Core Team & Mission Corner...
Core Team Corner

September Mission Of The Month

The Core Team met with many ministry leaders on
Thursday, August 20. Highlights of the discussion
included:


R.O.C.K.
Reaching Our
Community’s Kids

Finances remain consistent. It was voted to
move one part of the Building Fund from the
account at US Bank to Edward Jones (where the
remaining funds are for a total of $272,000) to
avoid monthly fee at US Bank. It was also agreed
to sell stock that was given as a memorial some
years ago and put the proceeds in a general
church mutual fund.



Ministry leaders reported on their work, and
covered a great deal of information.



The Re-Opening Plan was discussed at length
and various perspectives brought forward on
gathering indoors. The Re-Opening Task Force is
looking for a benchmark of community transmission to define when indoor worship will resume,
and is preparing a procedures plan for preparing, using and cleaning the building when that
happens. They are reminded that communication is necessary and ask for grace as they
continue to wrestle with difficult issues.

Our History
Seeing a need in our schools where kids were
coming back to school on Monday mornings hungry
because they didn't have food over the weekend,
we decided in 2014 to start R.O.C.K. and send home
Power Packs to students.
Our Mission
We help meet the basic needs of our community's
kids by:
~Sending home meals (Power Packs) over the
weekend
~Providing hygiene needs to social workers to
distribute
~Providing a food corner at Bridges
~Providing any other needs (coats, hats gloves,
shoes etc.)
~Providing families ingredients for a Thanksgiving
meal.

Full minutes can be found in the church office or on
the website at https://htumc.org/core-team/
The next Core Team meeting will be held on Zoom
at 6:30 p.m. September 14, 2020.

Thank you for donating
$740 to Don Hartley’s
Memorial Garden
Peace and Pollinator
Garden during the
month of July.
Your donations helped cover the cost of the
materials used in this project which will
encourage a more bountiful harvest and
a more peaceful community.
Otti’s memorial bench has arrived and will be
placed in the garden soon! Gardeners and visitors
are welcome to take time to find and pray for peace
in a world that needs it very much.
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Church Announcements...
To my Holy Trinity Family,
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all
your cards, calls, kind words, and especially your
prayers these past few months.
It has been very difficult, especially in isolation,
but I have felt held and loved through it all because
of each of you. I am so grateful for each of you.
Blessings,
Rene Meyer

Please join us for outdoor worship
on Sunday mornings at 10:00am
in the church parking lot.
(Weather Permitting)
If you plan to come, please remember the following:


If you or someone in your household is or has
recently been sick, please do not attend worship. In addition, high-risk individuals are highly
encouraged to stay home out of an abundance of
caution. Our online worship service will continue
to be available on Sunday mornings.



Please bring your own chair or blanket, and plan
on maintaining a distance of at least 6 feet from
other households.



All persons age 5 and older must wear a mask
unless health conditions prohibit it. Single-use,
disposable masks will be available for those who
need one.



An offering will be collected in baskets (no plates
will be passed) for those who would like to bring
one.



Guests are welcome, so feel free to invite a
friend or two!

UMW - Let’s Meet Again!
Tuesday, September 22 at 1pm
Outdoor Meeting on patio by the bread oven.
Be sure to bring your chair, mask & beverage
(no potluck!)
We’ll mask up & social distance.
As a community of women who know God,
we’ll re-engage with a program,
devotions and prayer.
All women are invited to be with us!
Mark your calendar!

Holy Helpers
Do you know of anyone in our congregation who
needs to stay out of public places because of his/
her health and the coronavirus? If so, Holy Helpers
would like your help by giving us the name of the
person and we'll contact him/her to see if running
errands, getting groceries and general supplies or
helping in other ways may be useful . Of course,
friends, families, online shopping, and other means
are available, but maybe there is someone who
could benefit. Thanks for your help in our effort to
offer care to our church family.
Contact Sandy Feldhake at
952-447-5784 / sfeldha1@msn.com
or Karen Nau at
952-836-5316 / nauknau@hotmail.com

Don Hartley Memorial Garden
As of 8/24/20, 434 pounds of produce and herbs
have been donated to the CAP agency food shelf.
Thank you to our gardeners (and those donating
from their personal gardens) for your dedication
to this important ministry.

Don Hartley
Memorial Garden
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Holy Trinity UMC
(952) 447-2990
office@htumc.org

Calendar Subject to Change
Sun

6

Mon

7

8:30am Online
Worship & Sunday
School
10:00am Outdoor
Worship at the Church

13
8:30am Online
Worship & Sunday
School
10:00am Outdoor
Worship at the Church

Tue

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

8

9

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

8:30am Moment of Prayer

Small Groups
10:00am Outdoors
at the Church

14

15

16
8:30am Moment of Prayer

9:00am Online
2:00pm Outdoors
at the Church

Small Groups
10:00am Outdoors
at the Church

6:30pm Core Team

20
8:30am Online
Worship & Sunday
School
10:00am Outdoor
Worship at the Church

21

22

23
8:30am Moment of Prayer

9:00am Online
2:00pm Outdoors
at the Church

Small Groups
10:00am Outdoors
at the Church
1:00pm UMW

27

8:30am Online
Worship & Sunday
School
10:00am Outdoor
Worship at the Church

28

29

30
8:30am Moment of Prayer

9:00am Online
2:00pm Outdoors
at the Church

Small Groups
10:00am Outdoors
at the Church
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372
Worship: 8:30 & 10:30am Summer: 9:30
Pastor: Rev. Chad Gilbertson
(952) 356-4616 pastor@htumc.org
Family Ministries: Lynnette Dobberpuhl
(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
Church Admin: Tina Chant
(952) 447-2990 office@htumc.org

Church website: htumc.org

Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.”

8

