Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”

November, 2020
“Our Money Story”
The theme for this year’s Stewardship series is “Our Money Story.” We all have a money story, whether we recognize it or not. In the first week of the series (November 1)
I’ll be sharing a story about my Dad which has shaped and
formed my own story.
Perhaps we are living from a story of fear or shame. Or a
story that the pandemic has rendered the church irrelevant or even dying. Or a story that our actions don’t or
won’t have an impact. Or a story that we don’t have
enough – either as individuals or as the church – or both.
Where might God be speaking a new narrative into the
limited ones we have told ourselves?
This theme invites us to discover and tell our money stories in light of God’s money story of liberation and justice.
This series encourages us to transform our stewardship
practices into more full expressions of who we are and
what we believe.
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This theme is intentionally direct – it invites us to name
exactly what we’re talking about and not skirt around it.
To speak of money is to invite tension into the room. We
so quickly want to avoid it. But it’s time we reframe this.
Money and possessions are one of the most common topics in scripture, and Jesus talked about money more than
faith and prayer. Our money story, therefore, is a spiritual
story. Let’s let God’s money story liberate, invite and
transform us and our money stories!
This stewardship season (November 1-22), you are invited
to remember, release, reimagine, and restore your money
stories so that we can write the one God is begging us to
live into.
Continued on page 2...
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Pastor Chad, continued..
I am grateful for the folks at “A Sanctified Art” for
the inspiration and resources for this series. Gifted
artists have created and shared both print and word
art that will be used throughout the series. One of
these gifted artists is the Rev. Sarah Are. Rev. Are is
the Associate Pastor for Youth and Young Adults at
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church in Dallas, Texas.
She has written a poem entitled “Not Too Many
Times” that I hope will be an inspiration for this upcoming series:

I guess what I’m trying to say
Is that we are forgetful people most days.
We remember the melody but forget the words.
We remember the past but forget the hurt.
We remember the face but forget the name.
We remember who God is but forget that
God stays.
So when Jesus said,
“Do this in remembrance of me.”
Maybe he was standing with us at the sink
Saying to us, “Have I told you today?”
For some things you can’t not say.

My great-grandfather would come home from work
To find his love at the kitchen sinkScrubbing potatoes or freeing the corn,
Holy ordinary types of things.

So tell me that story
And tell me again
Until my whole world
Is caught up in
A love that lasts
And a God that saves.

And he would slide,
Arms around waist,
To draw near enough
To ask her the phrase,
“My dear,
Have I told you today?”
Have I told you today that I love you?”

And if you ask, I will say,
“Not too many times.”

Day after day
It was always the same,
Because some things
You can’t not say.
So she would smile
And with heartbeat to spine,
She would reply,
“Not too many times.”

May this season remind us that God’s love is
enough, that is lasts, and that it saves. And may we
find in ourselves overwhelming gratitude that we
cannot help but share with God and others.
Remember,
Pastor Chad

And it seems to me
That he must have known
That certain truths
Must be told
Over and over
And over again
So that love has a chance
To slowly sink in.
And it seems to me
That she must have known
That stories of love
Cannot be told
Too many times.
So tell me again
Of the love that serves
As beginning and end.

Emma Norton Winter Coat Drive
Our UMW is sponsoring the Emma Norton Winter
Coat Drive. Please donate a winter coat
- adult male or female and/or children’s.
Coats can be dropped off at the church
on Tuesdays 10:00am-3:00pm.
Liz Weninger will deliver the coats to Emma Norton.
If you have any questions, please contact Liz at
lizw@mchsi.com or 612-590-2234.

Continued above...
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Children, Youth and Family...
Are We Living In Fear?

2 Timothy 1:7 says, “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound
mind.” Paul was in prison when he wrote this and
knew he would die soon. He was exhorting Timothy
to not be discouraged by the difficulty, but to keep
trying to please God and do what is right. Later in
this book he warns multiple times against the habit
of arguing, and warns about getting carried away
with people who only want to satisfy their own desires. When some people say “You can’t live in fear,”
it can sound like “just relax the precautions and go
with it, we are all going to get the virus anyway.”
Well, I am not on board with that. Not yet. I want to
keep following precautions because I don’t want to
catch COVID -19 or spread it to others until there
are proven vaccines, widely available therapeutics,
and our hospitals and medical staff are equipped
and not overwhelmed. The death rate is falling because of all our health professionals have learned,
but our hospital beds are filling because people
want to do what they want to do. Consider whether
God would be pleased if a teacher or medical professional or other essential worker had difficulty
finding a hospital bed because another person got
infected by friends during a personal freedom party
in their own home.

I was recently chatting with someone about the
scramble we are all in, (church, schools, other organizations) to responsibly manage how we all interact
so it is as safe as possible, yet reasonable. She used a
phrase I have been hearing lately, “You can’t live in
fear.”
Fear is a powerful tool. Parents use fear to teach
their children safety: don’t run into traffic, don’t use
drugs, don’t direct message with strangers. A certain
amount of fear, when it is informed by facts, can be
helpful. Respecting physical realities has led us to
require smoke and carbon monoxide detectors, seatbelts in cars, handrails in stairwells, and allergy
warnings on food labels. Every so often the best
practices or codes change, and we have to change
our handrails, etc. to adapt. Offsetting hazards is inconvenient, sometimes expensive or uncomfortable,
and can even create new problems. It is hard to
weigh the outcomes of taking one action or another,
or doing nothing, especially as new hazards erupt.
Certainly some folks are more vulnerable to the virus
than others, and others are suffering more than others by the isolation. It is easier to soften our judgments about the policies when we consider how
they affect actual people, and sadly, despite best
efforts it seems to be impossible for everyone to be
both safe AND happy.

My friend was right. We can’t live in fear. There is
hope ahead. When we have done everything we can
do to show loving care for our neighbors, and when
we are acting with self-control rather than selfgratification, we can put our faith in God and go forward in power and love. With a mask on, staying
spaced from others and avoiding groups indoors.

Other big and intangible fears are plaguing our country right now. People are worried about their personal liberties dissolving, about their governmental
leaders abusing power, and shadowy conspiracies
committing evil. Organizations or movements fan
flames of fear to achieve their goals. When I think
about those fears, I realize we are much more limited on what we can personally do about them. We
can inform ourselves on issues and advocate with
our legislators and vote, and we should check and
double-check facts before we share them to avoid
getting tricked into feeding false fears. But once we
have hit the end of what we can do, when the ultimate decisions fall to others beyond our reach or
when the events causing fear are beyond human
control, we do need to have faith.
Continued above...

Lynnette Dobberpuhl
Children, Youth & Family Coordinator
kidsandfamilies@gmail.com
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Core Team & Mission Corner...
Core Team Corner

November Mission Of The Month

The Core Team met on Monday, October 12 via
Zoom. Highlights of the discussion include:


Budgeting for 2021 is beginning. As staff salaries
and building maintenance and improvement
make up a great majority of the budget, those
teams will be taking a close look at expenditures,
which have been exceeding income the past few
years. At the next meeting the Core Team will be
looking at all funds in savings to determine which
are dedicated to certain areas and which might be
considered reserve funds for use to support current ministries.
 Re-Opening for indoor worship. The goal is to
welcome a limited number of worshippers to the
sanctuary. There are more people who wish to
attend than there are safely spaced seats, so we
will use a reservation system. We hope to resume
small groups within the church (including kids and
youth) in December, with external groups resuming in January, if all goes well.
 Help in leadership is needed for 2021. Leaders
do not need to be experts or perfect people, but
be willing to commit to monthly meetings, and
occasionally contribute some time between
meetings to gather information or work on a related task. Trustees (building and grounds management), Staff Parish Team (the human resources arm of leadership) and the Core Team
(overall leadership) all have space available.
Please contact Pastor Chad for more information
or if you wish to be considered.

Southern Valley Alliance is a non-profit organization
dedicated to providing victims of domestic violence
and their families with support, referrals, protection
and advocacy. They proudly serve Carver and Scott
counties in Minnesota.
Last year, SVA served a total of 1,587 victimsurvivors with their programs and services. Core
programs include a crisis line, support groups, legal/
court advocacy, resources and referrals, community
education, and the Children’s Visitation Center.
SVA is a prevention and solutions-focused organization partnering with law enforcement, county
legal systems, social services and healthcare providers to make the communities of Scott and Carver
counties a better, safer place to live. Their journey
continues as they support and empower victims,
survivors and their families, and create awareness to
End Domestic Violence in our communities.

Thank you for donating
$716.50 to R.O.C.K.
(Reaching Our Community’s
Kids) during the month
of September.

Full minutes can be found in the church office or on
the website at https://htumc.org/core-team/

Your donations will help our community’s kids by
providing meals over the weekends as well as
providing other basic needs.

The next Core Team meeting will be held on Zoom
at 6:30 p.m. November 16, 2020.

Don Hartley Memorial Garden
As of 10/9/20, 957 pounds of produce and herbs
have been donated to the CAP agency food shelf.
Thank you to our gardeners (and those donating
from their personal gardens) for your dedication
to this important ministry.
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Church Announcements...
Hope For The Holidays

Children, Youth & Family Announcements

Due to the pandemic, CAP-Esperanza has decided to
make a change to the 2020 Hope for the Holidays
program. Rather than offering families toys or gifts
as we normally do, we are asking our generous
sponsors and partners to donate gift cards to a store
of the sponsors choosing. This will enable the
parents of each child to shop online for a gift that
best fits the needs, interests, and wants of their
respective child(ren) while reducing the risk of transmitting COVID-19.

This year, part of our preparation for Christmas will
be offering folks An Illustrated Advent for Families:
In Light & Darkness. It offers scripture readings and
reflections for the four weeks before Christmas, plus
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. There is an Advent Calendar of easy and thought provoking activities, and a shadow box theater craft project for telling the Christmas story in your own home (similar to
what we will use for the Christmas program). It is
designed for families, but it would be helpful for anyone who wants to grow in spirit as we grow closer
to Christmas. Please contact Lynnette if you are interested in receiving this, and if you would prefer a
printout or an electronic version.

When budgeting for this year’s Hope for the Holidays, consider an average need of $50 per child and
$50 per adult in each family you sponsor, plus any
additional grocery gift cards. For example, if you
choose to sponsor a family of 3, that will include 2
children and 1 parent, for a total of $150.

Sunday school for grades kindergarten through high
school will be online only in November. Weekly videos and activities suitable for all ages will be posted
each Sunday on our website at https://htumc.org/
sermons/ (scroll down below the current week's worship video to find the HT KIDZ materials.)

With this change, face-to-face contact will be
minimized. Providing gift cards to common stores
ensures that families can shop online and have gifts
delivered to their homes if they wish to avoid stores
or do not have transportation. A benefit to this
modified approach is that parents will be able to
shop for their own families, adding dignity and
choice to their holiday season.

While we wait for the church to be available for
small groups, we don't have to wait to keep our kids
connected! There will be online groups on Sundays
in November for the 5th & 6th grade classes (55:45pm), the 7th & 8th grade classes (4-4:45pm on
weeks you aren't having confirmation) and for the
high school classes (7:30-8:15). We will use our 45
minutes to catch up, play a game, maybe win a prize
(what?!), and to remember that God is with us,
even when we aren't at church. Watch for an email
about a link to join. If you are opting out of the
youth group, please contact Lynnette. We hope to
be meeting in person in the future and we will be
covering ideas for that during our November online
groups.

Watch for further information about signing up to
support Hope for the Holidays at HTUMC.

Poinsettia Sale
NEW THIS YEAR– Plants will be purchased through
Southern Valley Alliance as a fundraiser
to help support their important mission.
Live Plants That Raise Funds To Save Lives.
Plants cost $25/each and orders need to be turned
in to the church office by November 16.
(Order form can be found on the next page.)
Cash or checks to HTUMC,
or you can purchase on our website https://htumc.org
under “giving” or through the Give+ app.

New Member Sunday
November 22
Holy Trinity will be welcoming new members on
Sunday, November 22. If you are interested in
membership, please contact Pastor Chad at
pastor@htumc.org or 952-356-4616.
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POINSETTIAS
Help beautify the sanctuary for Advent
by ordering a red poinsettia plant
$25 each
New this year—Plants will be purchased through Southern
Valley Alliance as a fundraiser to help support their mission.
Live Plants That Raise Funds To Save Lives.

Orders need to be in by Nov 16. Cash or Checks to HTUMC
or you can purchase on our website or through the Give+ app.
Check here if payment was made electronically.

Number of Plants ___________ Amount _______________
Name____________________________________________
Note: Plants will be used to decorate the sanctuary for
Advent, but can be picked up prior to Christmas for you to
take home and enjoy.
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Holy Trinity UMC
(952) 447-2990
office@htumc.org

Calendar Subject to Change
Sun

1

8:30am Online
Worship
8:30am Online
Sunday School
4-4:45 Confirmation
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth
7:30-8:15 HS Youth

8

Mon

2

Tue

3

Wed

4

Thur

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

26

27

28

8:30am Moment of Prayer

9

10

8:30am Online
Worship
8:30am Online
Sunday School

11
8:30am Moment of Prayer

4-4:45 7th/8th Youth
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth
7:30-8:15 HS Youth

15

16

17

8:30am Online
Worship
8:30am Online
Sunday School

18
8:30am Moment of Prayer

4-4:45 Confirmation
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth
7:30-8:15 HS Youth
6:30pm Core Team

22

23

8:30am Online
Worship
8:30am Online
Sunday School

24

25
8:30am Moment of Prayer

4-4:45 7th/8th Youth
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth
7:30-8:15 HS Youth

29

30

8:30am Online
Worship
8:30am Online
Sunday School
4-4:45 Confirmation
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth
7:30-8:15 HS Youth
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372
Worship: 8:30 Online
Pastor: Rev. Chad Gilbertson
(952) 356-4616 pastor@htumc.org
Family Ministries: Lynnette Dobberpuhl
(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
Church Admin: Tina Chant
(952) 447-2990 office@htumc.org

Church website: htumc.org

Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.”
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