Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”

December, 2020
“Making Room”
Advent, depending on how you view it, is a season of hope
or a season of darkness. Perhaps it is both simultaneously.
The church has, for generations, observed Advent as a
time to prepare our hearts and lives to receive the gift of a
vulnerable infant, Immanuel, who is God in human form.
For some, it is a time of excitement and joy as they prepare to see friends and family. May enjoy decorating their
homes, choosing the right Christmas gifts for others, or
volunteering to help serve meals for those who could use a
warm dinner served by kind people.
For others, Advent is a time of disappointment, bad memories, or loneliness. The darkening days of December,
especially for those living in the northern hemisphere,
further cast their mood into shadows.
It is also sometimes the forgotten season. Church activities and retail establishments beckon us to go directly to
Christmas Day, taking away the opportunity to contemplate and consider what the coming of Christ really means
to our own lives and to the world.
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Rev. Ed Robb is the senior pastor of The Woodlands United
Methodist Church in Houston, Texas, and author of
Making Room: Sharing the Love of Christmas. This
resource will point us to the light, hospitality, and love of
God in the Scripture stories that prepare us for Jesus’
birth. In this book, which will be studied in small groups
(please contact me if you are interested) and used as inspiration for the Advent sermon series, Robb sheds light on
the Christmas story themes of loving our neighbors,
welcoming strangers, inviting people into our circles of
relationships, and guiding others into the loving community of God and God’s people.
Continued on page 2...
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Pastor Chad, continued..
The small group studies will be held on Tuesday
mornings at 10am and Thursday evenings at 7pm
beginning the week of November 30 (the Thursday
group will hold its final gathering on Tuesday, December 22.) Both of these groups will meet online,
using the video conference platform ZOOM. Advent
worship services will be online only, beginning
November 29. Services can be found on our church
website https://htumc.org

Update from the Minnesota Conference
On Thursday, Nov. 19, Bishop Bruce R. Ough turned
the dial on the Minnesota Conference's Phased ReGathering Plan for Churches from orange to red and
requests that all churches return to virtual worship
if they have not already done so, that all clergy and
staff work from home, and that in-person activities
in church buildings be limited to pre-schools, daycares, and emergency relief activities. “We can do
this hard thing,” he wrote in a letter to Minnesota
United Methodists. “We can do it because we do
not rely on our own strength and capacities. We rely
on the promise made real in the incarnation: God is
with us. The birth of the Christ child we celebrate
this season proclaims that. So now we live it.” For
more information, please go to the Annual
Conference website: www.minnesotaumc.org .

Here’s the Making Room worship series at a glance:
November 29: “Be A Neighbor” (Luke 2:1-20; Luke
14:7-14) We know God’s love best through relationships. Our task during this Advent/Christmas
season (and always, really) is to remember to look
for and recognize the overlooked and lonely in the
world.
December 6: “Welcome Strangers” (Matthew 2:1323; Jeremiah 29:4-7) The challenge throughout
the Bible is to “love your neighbor as yourself.”
We can begin by looking intentionally for the
strangers in our midst and reaching out to them
with caring words and actions.

As leaders of Holy Trinity United Methodist Church,
we had already made the decision to continue
virtual worship instead of gathering in-person. Our
staff will continue to work primarily from home with
limited office hours at the church. If you need to
deliver something to the church, please email or call
ahead to make arrangements. Until further notice,
please consider the church building closed to all
activities except staff work and the recording of our
weekly worship service. The building may be closed,
but the church is not (nor has it ever been!). We
look forward to connecting with you online, and in
doing so, trust that we will see each other in person
just as soon as possible.

December 13: “Leave the Light On” (Isaiah 60:1-3;
John 1:1-13) Light is used throughout the scriptures as an image of hope and healing. Light, we
know, can help us to notice those who are invisible
to others. How can we “leave the light on” for
those who feel lost in the darkness?
December 20: “Walk Each Other Home” (Exodus
16:1-18; Luke 15:11-31) Jesus has been our
constant companion throughout our lives.
Through the birth of Jesus, God draws us back into
loving relationship with God and the community of
faith. We need to claim and act upon our calling
to guide others to God.

Please stay safe this Christmas season. Stay home
as much as possible, and wear your mask when out
in public. If you are out, remember to maintain at
least six feet distance between yourself and
others. Cover your cough and wash your hands
often. And pray. Pray without ceasing for those
who are battling COVID-19, their families, and their
caregivers. We're in this together - we'll come
through it together!

I hope that you will join me on this journey – a
journey of preparation and invitation. Know that
you are invited to the manger to “worship Christ the
newborn King,” and remember to invite another to
the preparation and celebration.

Welcome New Member
Tanya Alemu
Tanya joined the church on
Sunday, November 22.

Joy in the JourneyPastor Chad
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Children, Youth and Family...
Advent Journey 2020

○ Coloring a panel of our 36 piece
Christmas mosaic poster that will
shine Jesus’ light from the back door
of our church. We get a lot of traffic
in that parking lot and we could inspire a lot of people!
○ Help Pastor Chad create a family
focused online Christmas eve service
by coloring a page and recording a
one or two-sentence reading to go
with it.
○ Watch and Share our Children’s
Program and our Christmas Eve and
other worship services to bring light
to other people’s lives.

One way to think about Advent, the four weeks
before Christmas, is as a journey, getting from our
ordinary life “here,” to “there,” kneeling in a stable
by the newborn son of God. The shepherds and the
Wise Men traveled, leaving ordinary things behind,
and arriving where the Messiah was. We too, are
traveling. We are traveling through our lives, and
through this wilderness of a year. Now we enter the
Advent season, and for four Sundays plus Christmas
Eve and Christmas we can intentionally orient ourselves toward that miracle of birth, of God with us.
Advent is a microcosm of what our whole lives can
be; traveling closer to Jesus and a forever life with
God.

I need to know you are in for this journey so I can
get your part to you! Email, text, or call me. Do
your kids miss the interaction, or is it a relief for you
all to not have one more Zoom? If I am asked by
even one person, I will happily schedule a weekly
session with Christmas music and time to talk and
color or practice readings. It would brighten MY
week, (and maybe give parents a break,) but it isn’t
just about me. By the way, I am inviting participation
from kids of all ages and whole families. This is
leaving ordinary behind. Let’s travel this Advent
Journey together.

In an attempt to leave the ordinary behind, we are
doing kids’ ministry differently during Advent.
Instead of Sunday school, each week we offer two
activities intended to help your family as you seek to
grow in faith together, and to help us as a church
reach people who need to experience a fresh
reminder that God desires to be a part of their lives,
too.
Overview:




Grow with weekly devotionals (either by email
or from our Illustrated Advent packet). If you or
your kids enjoy arts and crafts, this packet has a
beautiful kit for making a shadow box theater
over four weeks to tell the Christmas story. We
are using a variation for our Christmas program.
If you haven’t already received one and would
like one, contact me! Otherwise, the easier, less
artsy devotional will be emailed each week.

Lynnette Dobberpuhl
Children, Youth & Family Coordinator
kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
651-492-8188

Help us reach others by
○ Helping create the Children’s Virtual
Christmas Program by sharing a ten
second video of your kids or family
smiling and waving: by the tree, or
dressed up for Christmas or just your
everyday beautiful selves.

Continued above...
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Core Team & Mission Corner...
Core Team Corner

December Mission Of The Month &
Christmas Eve Offering

The Core Team met on Monday, November 16 via
Zoom. Most of the discussion focused on financials
and how to be church in a pandemic. Holy Trinity
has been operating with financial challenges over
the past several years, after moving to increase ministry by expanding staffing and completing some
building upgrades. These efforts have created deficit
spending, which has over the years eroded the reserve fund (not a designated fund such as the Building Fund or a designated memorial.) It was hoped
that as ministry and outreach grew, the number of
contributing households and giving would also
grow, but growth has not kept pace with spending.
With the pandemic, and possibly due to some
concerns about the direction of the UMC and Holy
Trinity around the issue of full inclusion of
LGBTQIA+ persons in ministry, giving has been
trending down somewhat. Expenses are also down,
but to balance the 2021 budget entirely would
require significant staff cuts. At this time, the Core
Team has elected to not direct our SPRT to make
cuts in staffing, but to wait until the pledging for
2021 is calculated. In December the team will work
on limitations to how much of the reserve fund can
be used for general expenses, and how much must
be reserved for emergency use. We are asking the
church to pray for the effectiveness of Holy Trinity in
ministry, for the financial health of our church
community, and also asking our members and
friends to share our ministry with others (directing
people to our online worship or other events.) Share
what you value about Holy Trinity, that other people
might also need!
Full minutes can be found in the church office or on
the website at https://htumc.org/core-team/
The next Core Team meeting will be held on Zoom
at 6:30 p.m. December 7, 2020.

CAP Agency Food Shelf
The CAP Agency Food Shelf in Shakopee offers
people in need an immediate supply of food. The
Food Shelf gives each person a supply of food that
will last their household a full week, including fresh
produce, dairy items, bakery goods, and meat, as
well as nonperishables.

Hats and Mittens
Hats & Mittens raises money, collects hundreds of
hats and mittens for children in need, and increases
awareness of smaller and emerging non-profits
serving children. At Hats & Mittens, their mission is
to warm bodies and hearts—creating a warmer and
more welcoming world for kids everywhere. That
starts by providing free hats and mittens to children
in need during the cold winter months.
Non-perishable food, hats and mittens, as well as
monetary donations, can be dropped off inside the
back door of the church on Tuesdays between
10am-3pm or Wednesdays between 6:30pm-8pm
December 1-22.

Church Conference
Sunday, December 6 at 11:00am
You are invited to our Annual Church Conference to
be held via ZOOM on Sunday, December 6 at
11:00am. The purpose of this Conference will be to
approve the pastor's compensation package for
2021, and vote on the membership report, 2021
leadership list and any other necessary end-of-theyear items. All members and friends of the church
are welcome to attend; only church members are
considered voting members. If you wish to attend,
please email Pastor Chad (pastor@htumc.org) so
that he can be sure you get the meeting link.

Thank you for donating
$874.00 to FMSC
(Feed My Starving Children)
during the month of October.

Your donations will provide nutritious meals for
children which allows them to grow, thrive and
develop to their full potential.
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Church Announcements...
Hope For The Holidays

HT Kids and Families
How Far Will You Travel?

The Hope for the Holidays program is strictly gift
cards this year. All gift cards are due in the church
by Sunday, December 6.
1. Please place the gift card in an envelope, with the
family number and child's name OR just the family
number if the gift card is for a Parent.
2. You can either drop the gift cards off at the
church when staff are present Dec 1-3 (10 a.m. 3 p.m. on Tuesday or Thursday, and 6:30 - 8 p.m.
Wednesday) or mail them to the church.
3. If you are going to send it to the church through
the mail please have it arrive at the church no later
than Friday 12/4.
4. If you have any questions please contact Kirsten
Wagner (Randa) at kranda1604@gmail.com or Keith
and Deb Randa at k.randa@mchsi.com.
Keith Cell - 612-202-1984: Deb Cell - 612-202-7661
PLEASE NOTE: If you would like to purchase a gift
card for a recipient but do not want to shop for it,
please sign up on the Sign-Up Genius and send a
check for the gift card to church with the recipient's
family number and child's name or designate
"parent". We will do the shopping for gift cards for
you. Also if you are unable to access or uncomfortable using the Sign up Genius we are also willing to
help with that part of this program. Just contact
Keith or Deb. Sign up Genius Link: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d48afaa22abfe3htumc1

Week of November 29
Read your weekly devotional (email from
church or from Illustrated Advent packet.) If
you are signed up for a speaking or singing
part in the Kids' Christmas program, record
your part and send it to Lynnette!
Week of December 6
Read your weekly devotional (email from
church or from Illustrated Advent packet.)
Record and send Lynnette your "Ten Golden
Seconds" video of smiling and waving, hold
ing a sign that says Merry Christmas, danc
ing around in your pajamas. A montage of
these clips rolling to the song of Joy to the
World is the finale to our Christmas pro
gram and will bless all the people who have
missed seeing you this year!!!
Week of December 13
Read your weekly devotional (email from
church or from Illustrated Advent packet.)
Color your stained glass window piece and/
or your "ABCs of Christmas" card and record
your part for the family Christmas Eve
service. Send them to Lynnette this week!
Week of December 20
Read your weekly devotional (email from
church or from Illustrated Advent packet.)
Watch the Children's Christmas program on
our website htumc.og/sermons. Share it
with your relatives and friends!
Christmas Eve and Christmas
Read your special Christmas devotional
email (email from church or from Illustrated
Advent packet.) Watch one or all three of
the Christmas Eve services on our website
htumc.og/sermons. Share them with your
relatives and friends!

Prayer Requests
Please keep these people in your prayers:
Harold Jensen
Jim and Verna Erickson
Marly and Cindy Bahmer
Kay Petterson
Tracey Deren and family
Wayne and Joy Moreland
Collan and Zach Zehnder
Dick and Kay Erbes and family
Pat and Sharon Dougherty

Donations Needed
We are looking for donations of colorful duct tape
for a project our youth will be doing over Christmas
break. Partial rolls are accepted! Donations can be
dropped off at church on Tuesdays between 10am
and 3pm or at Lynnette's house any time
(she is in the directory).

All of these people have been or are dealing with
health concerns, some COVID-related and others
not. Prayers of joy for those who have recovered
from COVID-19.
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Holy Trinity UMC
(952) 447-2990
office@htumc.org

Calendar Subject to Change
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thur

3

Fri

Sat

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

8:30am Moment of Prayer

6:30-7:15 7th/8th
Confirmation

6

7

8

8:30am Online
Worship

9
8:30am Moment of Prayer

11:00am Church
Conference via Zoom
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth
7:30-8:15 HS Youth

13

6:30-7:15
7th/8th Youth

6:30pm Core Team

14

15

16

8:30am Online
Worship

8:30am Moment of Prayer

5-5:45 5th/6th Youth
7:30-8:15 HS Youth

6:30-7:15 7th/8th
Confirmation

20

21

22

8:30am Online
Worship

23
8:30am Moment of Prayer

3 Christmas Eve
Services Online

5-5:45 5th/6th Youth
7:30-8:15 HS Youth

27
8:30am Online
Worship

28

29

30
8:30am Moment of Prayer

6

31
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372
Worship: 8:30 Online
Pastor: Rev. Chad Gilbertson
(952) 356-4616 pastor@htumc.org
Family Ministries: Lynnette Dobberpuhl
(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
Church Admin: Tina Chant
(952) 447-2990 office@htumc.org

Church website: htumc.org

Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.”
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