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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“Prepare for Easter” 

It seems hard to believe but when we turn the page in our 
calendars from January to February, there it is.  Right 
smack dab in the middle of the page are the words “Ash 
Wednesday.”   

This year, Ash Wednesday falls on February 17.  This day 
marks the beginning of a new season in the life of the 
church, the season of Lent.  According to The United Meth-
odist Book of Worship, “Lent is a season of forty days, not 
counting Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and 
ends on Holy Saturday.  Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon 
word lencten, which means ‘spring.’  The season is a prep-
aration for celebrating Easter.  Historically, Lent began as a 
period of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts 
and then became a time for penance by all Chris-
tians” (page 320). 

“…A preparation for celebrating Easter.” 

“…A time of penance.” 

What do these phrases mean?  How are we to understand 
them today? 

The first one is easier.  There are a number of things we 
can do to prepare for celebrating Easter.  An older tradi-
tion asks us to “give up” something.  Many can recall giving 
up the eating of meat on Fridays (I’ll always remember fish 
sticks being on the lunch menu at school!).  Today people 
talk about giving up coffee, chocolate, television, social 
media.  The rationale for giving something up is that one 
now has more room for God, or for the presence of God, in 
their hearts and minds. 

         
                Continued on page 2... 
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I prefer the act of taking something on.  I like to 
think of taking on more time for prayer, acts of ser-
vice, or loving my neighbor.  I like to think about tak-
ing on additional time for worship, small group 
study, or Christian fellowship.  Taking something on 
seems more purposeful to me, as long as the thing 
or things I take on are designed to connect me more 
closely to God and neighbor. 

The penance part is a bit more difficult.  The word 
itself carries with it negativity and implications of 
guilt.  And while I am guilty of many things, I don’t 
like to dwell on them.  Does anyone?   

Perhaps the time of penance that is Lent can be 
viewed through those things that we can do to draw 
closer to God, make us more aware of our words 
and actions, and cleanse our hearts to make room 
for God.                                   
             Continued next column... 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

Wednesday, February 17:   
Ash Wednesday Worship, Live Stream at 7pm 

Sundays: February 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28:   
Recorded worship available online; sanctuary open 
from 9:30-10:30am for those unable to access  
worship online 

Wednesdays:  February 24, March 3, 10, 17, 24:  
Lenten Devotions (15 minutes), Live Stream at 7pm 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays during Lent:  
Small groups for study (see next column) 

Friday, April 2:  Good Friday worship 
Outside or Live Stream, 7pm 

Sunday, April 4:  Easter Sunday worship 
Outside or Live Stream, 10am 

Small Groups During Lent 

All small groups will be held on ZOOM (online, video 
conference platform).  If you will need a book, please 
arrange to obtain one for yourself.  Because these 
studies are being held on different days of the week, 
feel free to join more than one if you desire.  All are 
welcome, so invite friends as well.  Small groups will 
run for six weeks, beginning the week of February 
22. 

Tuesday morning and Tuesday evening:   
"The Belonging Project" (by Amberlee Neese)  
facilitated by Lynnette Dobberpuhl 
http://bit.ly/BelongingLent2021  

Wednesday morning and Wednesday afternoon: 
"What Makes A Hero?" (by Matt Rawle) facilitated by 
Pastor Chad  http://bit.ly/HeroLent2021  

Thursday afternoon and Thursday evening: "Making 
Sense of the Bible" (by Adam Hamilton) facilitated by 
Carol Ottoson.  http://bit.ly/MakingSenseLent2021  
NOTE:  We do have a couple of extra books for this 
study.  You may purchase them from the church for 
$15, first come, first served.   

Sign up for these small groups through the Sign-Up 
Genius links above, or you may call or email the 
church office (952-447-2990/office@htumc.org). 

Ted Loder says it well in his poem/prayer “Catch Me 
In My Scurrying”: 

 During this season of sacrifice,  
enable me to sacrifice time and possessions  

 and securities, 
to do something… 
something about what I see, 
something to turn the water of my words 
into the wine of will and risk, 
into the bread and blood and blisters, 
into the blessedness of deed, 
of a cross picked up, 
a savior followed. 

 
 
Happy and Blessed Lent, 
Pastor Chad 

http://bit.ly/BelongingLent2021
http://bit.ly/HeroLent2021
http://bit.ly/MakingSenseLent2021
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Her story of receiving generous love and compassion 
in her hour of need tore the scab off an awful wound 
a great many listeners had been carrying. People ache 
to be part of a community that says, “We are here for 
you. You belong.” 
 
The Evolving Faith conference was created to reach 
people who felt disconnected from or even excluded 
by their church. Many had been hurt deeply and per-
sonally, and some equated the church’s indifference 
to them or rejection of them to how God felt about 
them. Even if your church hasn’t hurt you, it can be 
hard in today’s culture to get past the polite welcome 
and “Nice to meet you,” stage. We tend to be guard-
ed, to hold ourselves back until we feel safe and con-
nected, but as long as we hold back we won’t ever 
feel we truly belong. How do we move past attending 
to belonging? I think it starts with knowing that when 
we have put Jesus first, we are already safe, we al-
ready belong, we are free to be who we are. But it 
doesn’t end there. Once we trust who we are with 
Jesus, it is time to build the connections with each 
other, building the true church of believers that, by 
its love, invites those outside to meet the resurrected 
Jesus inside. The early church drew many new follow-
ers because people saw how well Christians loved and 
cared for each other, not just because they were 
friends, but because their belonging was centered in 
Jesus and they were overflowing with joy and com-
passion. 
 
I am looking forward to the online studies during 
Lent; one of them, The Belonging Project by Amberly 
Neese looks at Biblical teachings for how to build 
community, growing closer to God and others. This 
study is promoted primarily for women, but the con-
tent is solid for both men and women, and for ages 
high school and up. It is also funny and easy to take 
in. Watch for the information on signing up for any 
(or all) of our Lenten studies, beginning the week 
after Ash Wednesday. Please pray for our church 
community, that we continue to stay connected as 
we are apart, and that we use this time to spark a re-
growth of community when we can gather again. 

Children, Youth and Family... 

                          Is This Where I Belong? 
 
I watched a very interesting emotional tsunami play 
out last fall when I “attended” an online retreat fea-
turing a number of theologians, authors and pastors 
speaking on Evolving Faith.  One of the speakers was 
Jen Hatmaker, who is famous for her funny, encour-
aging, best-selling books and podcasts, her leadership 
in ministry, her passion for equality for all in the life 
of the church, and for her family. She has over 
700,000 followers on Facebook alone. Last summer, 
she surprised all her followers when she announced 
that she and her husband were getting divorced, re-
vealing no details other than it was unexpected and 
she was devastated. Over the months that followed 
she expressed appreciation for people who honored 
her family’s privacy as she cancelled all her public 
events. Her appearance on this online retreat was her 
first public speaking engagement since the announce-
ment. 
 
She preached on responses to the resurrection in the 
book of John, including when Mary, in her grief, mis-
took Jesus for the gardener. She said that in the midst 
of trauma and grief we may fail to recognize Jesus’ 
presence, and then proceeded to list all the ways 
people showed up for her and her family in the weeks 
and months after her marriage fell apart. Family and 
friends fed her and her kids, cleaned her house, took 
special days with her kids, sent her gifts of love, and 
offered them a place to stay in the mountains to re-
cover. It was a beautiful recitation of love that physi-
cally and emotionally carried them through an over-
whelming time, and she named them all Jesus.  
 
While the speakers were live-streaming people were 
responding to the speakers in live time on a private 
Facebook Group, saying Amen, or pointing out mes-
sages they especially appreciated, and asking ques-
tions. It was a lively community. As Jen Hatmaker be-
gan listing all the people who were there for her in 
the aftermath of her divorce announcement, the 
group blew up with posts and comments. It seemed 
like about 10 percent were people encouraging her 
and the other 90 percent were absolutely lamenting 
their own lack of people. Some were even angry, 
“That’s great for you, Jen, how nice YOU have friends 
like that, not all of us do.”                 Continued above...

 
Lynnette Dobberpuhl 

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator 
kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 

651-492-8188  
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 Core Team & Mission Corner... 

                       Core Team Corner 

The Core Team met on Jan. 11, 2021 via Zoom. 
Highlights of the discussion include: 

·  The year-end financial report shows that in 2020 
income exceeded expenses by over $5,000, which 
was due to faithful giving by our friends and mem-
bers, and the Paycheck Protection Program loan we 
received (forgiven) for $35,000. Holy Trinity has re-
ceived 79 pledges so far for 2021, with a total of 
$201,450 pledged for the coming year. Every year 
we have received additional giving (contributions 
from people who have not pledged). The expenses 
in 2021 are expected to be similar to 2020, and 
without a significant change in giving, or cutting 
staff hours/positions we will be operating with an 
estimated deficit spending of $40-50,000 in 2021. 
There is money in reserve (not designated for build-
ing or other purposes) that can cover the 2021 
need, but prudence is required to ensure we don’t 
exhaust that reserve. More details are available in 
the summary table in the next column and in the full 
minutes. 

·  Church Re-Opening: Since the information availa-
ble and the guidelines from the Minnesota UMC 
Conference have changed since the Core Team 
meeting, please see the weekly Trini-Ties and an 
update elsewhere in the SAIL for the most current 
information. 

·  We continue to work toward providing live 
streaming of worship, and adapting faith formation 
resources for children and youth. Additional leaders 
are sought for our volunteer human resource/
staffing team (SPRT), Trustees (facility and property 
management and maintenance), and Core Team 
(overall church leadership.) 

The next Core Team meeting will be held on Zoom 
at 6:30 p.m. February 15, 2021. For full minutes 
please go to https://htumc.org/core-team/  

February Mission Of The Month 

 

 

 
Our History 
Seeing a need  in our schools where kids were  
coming back to school on Monday mornings hungry 
because they didn't have food over the weekend, 
we decided in 2014 to start R.O.C.K. and send home 
Power Packs to students. 
 
Our Mission 
We help meet the basic needs of our community's 
kids by: 
~Sending home meals (Power Packs) over the  
weekend 
~Providing hygiene needs to social workers to  
distribute 
~Providing a food corner at Bridges 
~Providing any other needs (coats, hats gloves, 
shoes etc.) 

In additional to monetary donations, please  
consider donating these most needed items… 
~Easy Mac & Cheese 
~Granola Bars (any variety) 
~Toilet Paper 
~Toothbrushes & Toothpaste 

R.O.C.K. 
Reaching Our  

Community’s Kids 

Income & Expense Summary:  Year Ended December 31, 2020 

Income   

   Pledged $254,881.83 

   PPP Grant 35,000.00 

   Other 13,638.67 

Total Income 303,520.50 

    

Expenses   

   Administrative & Salaries $215,227.75 

   Apportionments 31,080.00 

   Property & Maintenance 45,231.96 

   Other 5,993.70 

Total Expenses 297,533.41 

Net Income/(Loss) $5987.09 

https://htumc.org/core-team/
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 Church Announcements... 

Heroes Bring Hope Drive-Through Event 
Sunday, February 7 from 10:00am-11:30am 

Holy Trinity Church Parking Lot 

Share hope and love at our drive–through event! 

 Drop off donations for R.O.C.K. (Easy Mac & 
Cheese, granola bars, toilet paper, toothbrushes 
& toothpaste, or $)  

 Bring valentines for shut -ins (make your own or 
buy some and sign them!)  

 Pick up communion elements and other items 
for Ash Wednesday (Feb 17) and items for Lent.  

If you are ill, or concerned about coming out, let us 
know and we will arrange a drop off/pick -up at 
your home. Be blessed to be a blessing!  

via ZOOM - from the comfort & safety  
of your own home 

Tuesday, February 9th at 2pm 
Our theme for February is “LOVE”. 

Please bring your favorite poem, scripture, hymn  
or something that touches you about love  

to share with the group. 
As a community of women who know God, 

we will share fellowship, devotions,  
discussion & prayer. 

All women are invited to join us! 
Please let Sharon Dougherty know you’ll join  

so she can email you the Zoom link 
(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103). 

2020 Giving Statements were sent on 1/21/21 
(either through email or regular mail.)   

Please contact the church office  
if you have any questions. 

Sunday School Youth Announcements 

Got kids in kindergarten-4th grade? We have color-
ful and easy to use resources to help keep God and 
God's big plan front and center. If you are Zoomed 
out, we have at-home resources ready to use that 
you can receive in your email inbox every week, or 
delivered to your home at the beginning of the 
month! If you enjoy seeing your friends online, we 
have a Google Meet online session every Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. (bedheads and jammies are welcome!)  

Fifth and sixth graders meet online every Sunday at 
5 p.m. for some fun team-building and real talk 
about life and prayer. 

7th and 8th graders can meet online at 6:30 p.m. 
on the Wednesdays they don't have confirmation 
for casual fellowship, games, and opportunities to 
influence the future of youth ministry. 

High School aged youth can meet online at 7:30 
p.m. on Sundays for team-building games and an 
opportunity to check in on the real things going on 
in their lives, and in the world. 

UMW  
(United Methodist 

Women)  
for February 

Thank you for donating  
$1005 to The Cap Agency Food Shelf 

and $455 to Hats & Mittens 
during the months of  

November and December. 

Thank you also for donating $1475.00 to our  
Christmas Offering which was split between  

The Cap Agency Food Shelf  
(Total Donation $1742.50)  

and Hats & Mittens  
(Total Donation $1192.50). 

Your donations will provide an immediate supply of 
food to people in need and free hats and mittens to 

children in need during the cold winter months. 

mailto:sdsrdougherty@gmail.com
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Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

              Sun              Mon              Tue               Wed            Thur         Fri        Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

    

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 
 
 

7:00pm The Event 
Online (MS/HS) 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  

  

8:30am Online  
Worship 
9:30am K-4th Online  
Sunday School 
10-11:30am  Church 
Drive Thru Event 
 
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth 
7:30-8:15 HS Youth 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
2:00pm UMW 
Gathering via 
Zoom 

 

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
6:30-7:15pm 
7th/8th Youth 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
  

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

  

  
 

 

 
 

8:30am Online  
Worship 
9:30am K-4th Online  
Sunday School 
 
 
 
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth 
7:30-8:15 HS Youth 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm Core Team 

  
 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
7:00pm Live Stream 
Worship 

  

 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

  
  

  
      
8:30am Online  
Worship 
9:30am Sanctuary 
Viewing of Recorded 
Worship 
9:30am K-4th Online  
Sunday School 
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth 
7:30-8:15 HS Youth 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
9:00am Small 
Group Study 
 
 
 
7:00pm Small 
Group Study 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  

9:00am Small 
Group Study 
2:00pm Small 
Group Study 

6:30pm 7/8 Youth 

7:00pm Lenten 
Devotions Live  
Stream 

  
 
 
 
1:00pm Small 
Group Study 
 
 

7:00pm Small 
Group Study 

 
 
  

 

 
  
 
 

   
8:30am Online  
Worship 
9:30am Sanctuary 
Viewing of Recorded 
Worship 
9:30am K-4th Online  
Sunday School 
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth 
7:30-8:15 HS Youth 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 

   

  
 

7            8               9             10              11            12         13 

28                                                          

      1               2          3       4            5           6 

21       22              23          24             25       26     27 

14         15              16              17              18      19         20 

Calendar Subject to Change 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  8:30 Online 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


