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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“2021 VISION:  A MICAH 6:8 CHURCH ” 

It In the Old Testament book of Micah, the prophet is  
having a conversation with God.  The people of God have 
strayed from God’s preferred pathways.  They have turned 
to those things that cause separation from God, instead of 
a deeper connection.  They have neglected their neigh-
bors, instead of reaching out to them with care and  
compassion.  The prophet, wondering what it will take to 
“please” God once again, makes a proposal:  “Should I 
bring an armload of offerings?” the prophet asks.  “Would 
God be impressed with thousands of rams, with buckets 
and barrels of olive oil?” 

Micah was referring to the old system of making an  
offering, a literal sacrifice in the Temple.  This, however, 
was a lavish offering.  This was going above and beyond 
what would have been asked for and expected of the  
people of God.  And yet, that’s not what God was looking 
for from the people. 

For God, it was much simpler than all of that.  What God 
wanted was for the people of God to practice what had 
been preached.  What God desired is that the people treat 
their neighbors in ways that were fair, and they remember 
that God is God and they are not.  Eugene Peterson  
translates it this way in The Message:   

 
It’s quite simple: Do what is fair and just to your 
neighbor, 
be compassionate and loyal in your love, 
And don’t take yourself too seriously— 
take God seriously. 

         
                Continued on page 2... 
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My friends, I envision 2021 as a “Micah 6:8” year.  
No, I don’t think that we have strayed from God’s 
ways and God’s messages and need to repent like 
the people of God did in Micah’s day.  But I do  
believe we need to hear clearly what God asks of us:  
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with 
our God.  So here’s an outline of what this vision 
might look like: 

Do what is fair and just to your neighbor.  This may 
include: 

1. More opportunities for studies on topics of 
peace and justice.   

2. Formation of a “Social Justice Action Team.” 

3. Sunday School classes encouraged to dedicate at 
least one series of lessons to the topic of justice. 

Be compassionate and loyal in your love.  Possible 
initiatives include: 

1. Continuing the monthly “Mission of the Month” 
offering opportunities.   

2. Once a quarter “drive-through” or “drop off” 
events, for church and community members to 
donate items to a particular local mission.   

3. When it is determined to be safer, once again 
planning and organizing monthly outings to Feed 
My Starving Children, following their COVID-19 
protocol.   

4. Additional mission trip opportunities (adult,  
intergenerational, etc.)  

Don’t take yourself too seriously – take God  
seriously.  This includes: 

1. Worship that is live as well as virtual each week 
(when COVID restrictions ease.)   

2. Sunday School classes for all ages will continue 
with an in-person (when possible) and online 
presence.   

3. We will play more!  Events for fun and fellow-
ship for members and friends of all ages will be 
planned monthly as COVID-19 restrictions allow.   

4. New ways to bring people together around the 
bread oven.  
             Continued next column... 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

5. Vacation Bible School, widely promoted within  
       the congregation and community, that includes  
       an adult component.   

6. A weekend of “Tent worship” with invited  
      musicians and guest preachers to lead worship.  

In order to achieve this vision it’s going to take the 
efforts of many, many people.  So I wonder if you 
might ask yourself:  Where did I find myself saying 
“YES!” in this vision?  How do I see myself  
participating in this vision?  Is God calling me to help 
lead any of these initiatives?   These are not  
rhetorical questions – I’m interested in hearing from 
you.  What do you think?  And how can I combine 
your interests with this vision to move it towards  
realization?   

Let’s talk, and let’s work together to live into this 
Micah 6:8 vision. 

Peace and Blessings, 
Pastor Chad 
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Children, Youth and Family... 

 

As we enter March, here are 
some Biblical words to focus 
on that I pray will give you 

hope, direction, and  
encourage you in faith.  

Peace! 
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 Core Team & Mission Corner... 

                       Core Team Corner 

The Core Team met Monday, February 15 at 6:30 
p.m. via Zoom. Highlights of the discussion include: 

 A shortfall of about $3,000 is predicted each 
month, unless giving increases. The main way 
Covid is impacting us financially is in the "loose 
plate" or unpledged giving received each week 
in normal times. There is currently over $100K in 
reserve funds that are not dedicated for building 
or specific purposes by memorials. It was voted 
that, at minimum, a reserve of two months' ex-
penses or $40K would be maintained, with an 
effort to keep $60K+ on hand for essential costs. 
This permits remaining reserve funds to be used 
to continue ministry for the next 6-12 months as 
we work to increase giving.  

 Now that we have moved from the red to the 
orange phase, Holy Trinity will be allowing peo-
ple to attend recorded worship in the sanctuary 
of the church from 9:30-10:30 a.m. on Sundays. 
This is primarily to help people who have not 
been able to access online worship from home.  

 Mike Huss will be completing his term as Core 
Team Chair in March and the Team and Holy 
Trinity thank him for his work and leadership! 
We continue to seek servant leaders for the 
Core Team, Trustees and Staff Parish Relations 
Team. Nominations can be sent to Pastor Chad. 

The next Core Team meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, March 8. Full minutes are available 
at https://htumc.org/core-team/  

March Mission Of The Month 

 

 

 
 
The United Methodist Women (UMW) has evolved 
to become the largest women’s faith-based service 
and advocacy organization, underwriting programs 
that provide life-changing opportunities for women, 
children and youth.  We are organized for mission, 
and our mission giving is the foundation for our  
mission work.  It contributes to local mission,  
spiritual formation, programs for membership  
development and outreach in the community.  In 
addition to keeping some of our support local, we 
support mission programs and projects throughout 
the U.S. and around the world. 

Locally we give to the CAP Agency, Emma Norton 
and the UMW Legacy Fund.  We continue to explore 
where we can help, and we respond to where the 
need is the greatest.  

There are over 800,000 United Methodist Women 
around the world who have been united in faith, in 
hope and love for over 150 years!   

Thank you for donating  
 $970 to Loaves & Fishes 

during the month of January. 

Your donations will help Loaves & Fishes  
serve free, healthy meals daily to 

Minnesotans where the need is greatest.  

Reminder 

Daylight Savings Time 

Sunday, March 14 

Spring Ahead 1 Hour 

https://htumc.org/core-team/
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 Church Announcements... 

Sundays: March 7, 14, 21, 28:   
Recorded worship available online; sanctuary open 
from 9:30-10:30am for those unable to access  
worship online 

Wednesdays:  March 3, 10, 17, 24:   
Lenten Devotions (15 minutes) Live Stream at 7pm 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays during Lent:  
Small groups for study (see February Sail for details) 

Friday, April 2:  Good Friday worship 
Outside or Live Stream, 7pm 

Sunday, April 4:  Easter Sunday worship 
Outside or Live Stream, 10am 

via ZOOM - from the comfort & safety  
of your own home 

Tuesday, March 9th at 2pm 
All women are invited to join this casual group  

for fellowship, a brief devotional and prayer  
and to ponder God’s presence in our lives. 

Please let Sharon Dougherty know you’ll join  
so she can email you the Zoom link 

(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103). 

UMW  
(United Methodist 

Women)  
for March 

Holy Week Hosanna Drive-Through 
Sunday, March 21 from 10:00am-11:30am 

Holy Trinity Church Parking Lot 

Prepare for Easter at our drive–through event! 

 Drop off donations for Emma Norton (hand & 
bath towels, full-size shampoo & conditioner, 
bar soap, deodorant, lotion, or $)  

 Pick up palm branches for Palm Sunday (March 
28) and be prepared to wave them for a picture 
or short video which will be used in our Palm 
Sunday recorded service 

 Pick up communion elements for Good Friday 
(April 2)  

If you are ill, or concerned about coming out, let us 
know and we will arrange a drop off/pick -up at 
your home. Be blessed to be a blessing!  

Easter Lilies 
$20 each 

If you’d like to order an Easter 
Lily, please send a check to Holy 

Trinity for $20 clearly labeled with 
“Easter Lily” on the memo line.  

All orders must be received in the 
church office by Friday, March 26. 

       2021 Virtual Gala: Thursday, April 29  
Join us for a wonderful evening from the comfort of 
your own home. Here are just a few of this year’s 
upcoming highlights: 

--Moving testimonials from Emma Norton residents 
and staff. 
--News about our exciting plans for a new building 
in Highland Bridge. 
--Bid on over 100+ silent auction items. 
--Enjoy incredible performances from local artists. 
--Contribute to our “Fund-A-Need” to help our  
residents thrive! 
Register TODAY for FREE at:  
www.emmanorton.org/engage/events/  

mailto:sdsrdougherty@gmail.com
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/40909778/1511910154/85963815/0/53853/?x=59e44903
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              Sun              Mon              Tue               Wed            Thur         Fri        Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Book 
Study 

    

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

9:00am Book Study 
2:00pm Book Study 

6:15 Confirmation 
7:00pm Lenten 
Devotions Live  
Stream 

  
 
 

 
1:00pm Book 
Study 
 
 

7:00pm Book 

  
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  

  

8:30am Online  
Worship 
9:30am Sanctuary 
Viewing of Worship 
9:30am K-4th Online  
Sunday School 
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth 
7:30-8:15 HS Youth 
 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm Core Team 
 

 
 
 
2:00pm UMW 
Gathering via 
Zoom 
 
 
7:00pm Book 
Study 

 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

9:00am Book Study 
2:00pm Book Study 

7:00pm Lenten 
Devotions Live  
Stream 
7:30-8:15 
7th/8th Youth 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 

1:00pm Book 
Study 
 
 
 

 

7:00pm Book 
Study 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

  

  
 

 

 
 

Daylight Savings 
8:30am Online  
Worship 
9:30am Sanctuary 
Viewing of Worship 
9:30am K-4th Online  
Sunday School 
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth 
7:30-8:15 HS Youth 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 

9:00am Book Study 
2:00pm Book Study 

6:15 Confirmation 
7:00pm Lenten 
Devotions Live  
Stream 

  

 

 
  
 
 

1:00pm Book 
Study 
 
 
 

 

7:00pm Book 
Study 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

  
  

  
      
8:30am Online  
Worship 
9:30am Sanctuary 
Viewing of Worship 
9:30am K-4th Online  
Sunday School 
10-11:30 Drive-Thru 
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth 
7:30-8:15 HS Youth 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00pm Book 
Study 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

 

9:00am Book Study 
2:00pm Book Study 

7:00pm Lenten 
Devotions Live  
Stream 
7:30-8:15 
7th/8th Youth 

  
 
 
 
1:00pm Book 
Study 
 
 
 
 

7:00pm Book 
Study 

 
 
  

 

 
  
 
 

   
 

Palm Sunday  
8:30am Online  
Worship 
9:30am Sanctuary 
Viewing of Worship 
9:30am K-4th Online  
Sunday School 
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth 
7:30-8:15 HS Youth 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Book 
Study 

 

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

9:00am Book Study 
2:00pm Book Study 

7:00pm Lenten 
Devotions Live  
Stream 
7:30-8:15 
7th/8th Youth 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

7            8               9             10              11            12         13 

28      29         30      31                                    

      1               2          3       4             5           6 

21       22              23          24             25       26     27 

14         15              16              17              18      19         20 

Calendar Subject to Change 

 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00pm Book 
Study 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  8:30 Online 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


