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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“RESURRECTION AND OTHER THOUGHTS” 

Sunday, April 4 is Easter Sunday.  Easter is the day on 
which we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ, his 
victory over death itself.  The word ‘resurrect’ means to 
“raise from the dead; to bring to life again.”   
 
I’ve been thinking about how resurrection will take on a 
whole new meaning this Easter.  There are a great many 
things that will be brought back to life again, things that 
we have been without for a little over a year now.   
 
For many, last Easter was spent in quarantine.  I remember 
our traditional extended family gathering was cancelled 
and we held a ZOOM Easter gathering.  Easter worship was 
entirely online, pre-recorded and available to people on 
demand.   
 
This year will be different.  Things will be resurrected.  
While the gathering will be small, only my mother, Becky 
Jo and me, there will be a traditional Easter dinner  
celebrated with family.   And while it’ll be outdoors, the 
community of faith at Holy Trinity United Methodist 
Church will gather in-person and celebrate the risen Christ. 
 
In what ways are you looking forward to resurrection this 
Easter?  What thoughts, activities, or ideas will come back 
to life again this year?  It’s always an exciting time, but this 
year resurrection brings with it new power and new  
meaning.  Thanks be to God! 
-------- 
Were you among the many Americans that received a 
stimulus check recently?  What will you do with the  
money?  While many will use their checks to purchase  
groceries, or make a mortgage or rent payment, there is 
evidence that people are spending the money on non-
essentials like electronics, clothes and toys.         
                Continued on page 2... 
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I understand that the hope and intent of this money 
is to stimulate the economy following a lull due to 
the pandemic.  And I support that.  But I also want 
to remind you of another option:  the church.  
Would you consider setting aside a portion of that 
check (maybe 10%) as a tithe to God and the 
church?  Our church’s finances have been negatively 
impacted by our inability to attend church in person, 
and your extra gift would be invaluable.   
------- 
Did you attend the book study Carol Ottoson and I 
led this winter, A Good Time for the Truth?  Perhaps 
you heard about it and wished you had signed up.  
The topic of race is an important one, and I was 
grateful for the conversation that book generated. 
   
As a follow-up, and as our next study in the area of 
peace and justice, Carol and I will again team up to 
lead a conversation on the book White Fragility:  
Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About 
Racism by Robin Diangelo.  The phrase ‘white  
fragility’ refers to the defensive moves that white 
people make when challenged with the topic of 
race.  White fragility is characterized by emotions 
such as anger, fear, and guilt, and by behaviors in-
cluding argumentation and silence.  These behaviors 
tend to squelch any further dialogue.  This book  
explores how white fragility develops, how it  
protects racial inequality, and what we can do to 
engage more constructively. 
 
Pick up a book and join us on Thursdays, at 9am or 
7pm, beginning April 15.  All sessions will be held on 
ZOOM, so pre-registration is necessary in order for 
you to receive the link.   
------- 
I mentioned meeting in-person for worship on  
Easter, but I want to share our schedule for worship 
in the month of April: 
 
Friday, April 2:  Good Friday, worship at 7pm  
outdoors at the church; live stream/recording also 
available 
Sunday, April 4:  Easter Sunday, worship at 10am 
outdoors at the church; live stream/recording also 
available 
              
             Continued next column... 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

Sundays, April 11 and 18:  recorded worship,  
available on our YouTube channel and/or the 
church website.  April 11’s service will be created by 
the Annual Conference and feature a message from 
our Bishop, David Bard.  The service on April 18 is 
being created by the Committee on Native American 
Ministries of the Annual Conference, in celebration 
of Native American Awareness Sunday.  The sanctu-
ary will be open at 9:30am on both of these days for 
those who wish to view the recorded services there. 
Sunday, April 25 (and each following Sunday):   
Outdoor worship at 10am in the church parking lot; 
live stream/recording also available. 
 
We are pleased to once again offer in-person,  
outdoor worship for our members and friends.  We 
feel positive about leveraging this way to bring  
people back together in a safer and more extensive 
environment that we could indoors.  We will not 
have to limit the number of people who can gather 
(unless we begin to see 250 or more people packing 
our parking lot!), and we will be able to do some of 
the things that we’ve all been missing, like singing 
and corporate prayer. 
   
Of course, outdoor worship is dependent upon 
weather that cooperates.  Our staff will monitor 
weather conditions and, when necessary, send out a 
notice by 6pm Saturday night if outdoor worship 
needs to be cancelled.  If that happens, our  
WORSHIP TEAM ONLY will meet indoors and the  
service will be live streamed and recorded. 
 
As we begin to re-gather outdoors, we will need 
your continued cooperation.  If you have symptoms 
of being sick, or have recently been ill, please stay 
home.  For those who come, we’ll ask you to contin-
ue to wear your mask and keep social distance from 
those outside of your family.  We’re not yet ready to 
resume fellowship time, but waves and other non-
physical contact means of greeting are encouraged. 
   
Resurrection is upon us in so many ways!  Continue 
to keep your eyes open for signs, and participate in 
those new-life experiences whenever possible. 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Pastor Chad 
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Children, Youth and Family... 

The Good Guys 

I have enjoyed the “What Makes a Hero?” series. As 
a fan of the Marvel and DC Comics movies it has 
been fun to see familiar “good guy” characters used 
to help us think about the nature of Jesus and our 
own ability to influence the world according to his 
teachings. Every service of worship has had helpful 
(and entertaining) points, so if you have missed any, 
I encourage you to go back and find your own takea-
ways. In the last few weeks, I have watched some of 
the movies featuring these heroes here is what I 
have noticed about the “bad guys.”  

Our hero stories need conflict and villains challenge 
our heroes. Their threat of strength, ruthlessness 
and sheer numbers push our heroes and the tension 
to the limit. Their violence and aggression force the 
heroes to deadly combat. In many movies, the  
actors who play rank-and-file bad guys wear masks 
or are inhuman CGI monsters for two reasons. One, 
this makes it much cheaper and easier to create the 
hordes needed to amplify the threat. Ten masked 
people can be filmed to look like a lot more, and a 
hundred can be digitally replicated to look like  
thousands. Vastly outnumbered, our heroes engage 
in epic fight scenes, decimating the hordes and  
leading to the final confrontation between the hero 
and his or her arch nemesis. Two, facelessness 
makes the aggressively violent fight scenes much 
simpler to enjoy. If you cannot see beyond the  
enemy’s mask, there is no visible humanity to  
contend with. If the enemy is inhuman, mass  
slaughter seems reasonable, especially because the 
narrative is that the hordes are completely evil,  
either having pledged themselves to villainy or  
having been hopelessly enslaved or were simply  
created that way. One film that took a different path 
was Wonder Woman 1984. In this story, a weak and 
desperate man makes a series of selfish decisions, 
trying to increase his power and wealth and a lonely 
and insecure woman increasingly jettisons her own 
humanity in order to gain control and power. Over 
the course of the story, they become more and 
more diabolical, but the audience and the hero  
never lose sight of the person they started out as, 
who is still inside. Some might find the story line in 
1984 is less satisfying than in other hero movies, 

                                                  Continued next column... 

because the traditional good vs. evil arc is com-
forting, and the relief we feel when “our side” (aka 
the good guys) win is hardwired into our brains.  

Let’s look at real life. There is general agreement that 
real heroes are regular humans with strength of  
resolve and character, who show up to help, to stand 
for justice and protect the vulnerable. And the bad 
guys? Well, I think the bad guys have often confused 
themselves for the good guys. When we look at the 
domestic terrorists who have targeted groups (Black, 
Asian, Latinx, women) they all seem to feel their  
actions were justified. These killers did not single out 
their victims because they had individually done 
something evil, many attacked people who belong to 
a group the killer found threatening. They looked at 
people and only saw a mask of race, or a façade of 
something that looked “less than” human to them. In 
attacking them, they seemed to feel they were 
standing up for their own group, the people they 
think of as threatened and vulnerable. It starts with a 
fear or a grievance, and blame is assigned. Then, the 
blame is nurtured and spread. In social media, chat 
rooms and conversations over coffee, people find 
information and a community to affirm that “they” 
are not only to blame, but a threat. This is an illusion 
with horrible consequences. As Pastor Chad said in 
Us, Them and The Body of Christ, there is no “them,” 
only “us.” 

We are all created in the image of God. Most of us 

are still working out what that means. None of us are 

entitled to de-humanize others. We need to be 

aware of the temptation to do just that, whether we 

are talking about politics, race, gender, religion, or 

who we love. We are called to love God and love 

each other. We are called to grow in union with God 

and be connected with each other, loving and pray-

ing for our enemies (Matthew 5:44). In April, our kids 

will be learning and thinking about “Re-Connecting”, 

knowing about Jesus as the bridge that re-connects 

us to God, and the lessons we learn in the Bible 

about how important it is as God’s children that we 

make peace and connect with each other. I think we 

adults do well to work on that also. If we are success-

ful, we will be the good guys. 
 

Lynnette Dobberpuhl 
Children, Youth & Family Coordinator 

https://htumc.org/sermons/us-them-and-the-body-of-christ/
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 Core Team & Mission Corner... 

                       Core Team Corner 

The Core Team met on March 8, 2021. Highlights of 
the discussion include: 

 There is updated information on CDC recom-
mendations for personal gathering in homes, 
but these are not applicable to our context yet. 
We continue to urge patience as more people 
get vaccinated and look forward to outdoor  
worship opportunities. Opening the sanctuary 
Sunday mornings for people to view recorded 
worship has resulted in 3-10 people each Sunday 
so far. 

 Our online worship has been invaluable during 
the pandemic, but we have incurred costs to 
make it available and to continue to provide it 
even after we all can safely gather, for people 
new to our community looking for a church, to 
make it easier for us to invite people to HT, and 
for our own people who travel or are ill. Our 
Easter offering and April mission will be to help 
support our virtual ministry and we thank Holy 
Trinity in advance for their support! 

 Mike has led the Core Team for 2 ¼ years, during 
a time of difficult issues even prior to the pan-
demic. We have been blessed by his invaluable 
dedication and leadership, above and beyond all 
we could ask. He has done a fantastic job. We 
thank Deanna Hawkins for taking on the role of 
Core Team Chair, and being willing to serve our 
church community in this way. More leaders are 
needed and information and support is available 
for anyone interested in learning more! 

The next Core Team meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. on 
Monday, April 19. Full minutes are available 
at https://htumc.org/core-team/  

April Mission Of The Month  

And Easter Offering 

HTUMC TECHNOLOGY FUND 

 

 
 
A little over one year ago, churches like Holy Trinity 
moved all of their ministries online due to the global 
pandemic.  What could have been seen as an incon-
venience was quickly discovered to be a great  
opportunity.  Moving ministry online provided the 
opportunity for members who weren't able to join 
us on Sunday morning for worship or education to 
do so on a different day of the week.  It allowed 
people from out of the area (even out of the state) 
to worship with us and join in our small group  
studies.  This is an opportunity we will continue to 
take advantage of, even after the necessary  
pandemic-related restrictions are lifted. 

Holy Trinity now sees itself as a two-campus  
ministry:  one in-person, and one virtual.  Your April 
Mission-of-the-Month offering as well as this year's 
Easter Offering will go to support the virtual campus 
of Holy Trinity United Methodist Church.  We have 
already incurred non-budgeted expenses for this 
new online ministry (new audio and video equip-
ment and set up, ZOOM license, online curriculum, 
etc.).  In addition we will need to upgrade our  
internet service at church to accommodate both our 
in-person and our virtual audience.  Your generous 
gifts will allow us to expand our outreach through 
this online ministry.   

Thank you for donating  
 $1447 to R.O.C.K. (Reaching 

Our Community’s Kids) 
during the month of February. 

Your donations will help our community’s kids by 
providing needed meals over the weekends  

as well as providing other basic needs. 

https://htumc.org/core-team/
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 Church Announcements... 

Palm Sunday: March 28:   
Recorded worship available online; sanctuary open 
from 9:30-10:30am to view recorded worship 

Good Friday, April 2:   
Good Friday worship outside or live-stream, 7pm 

Easter Sunday, April 4:   
Easter Sunday worship outside or live-stream, 10am 

via ZOOM - from the comfort & safety  
of your own home 

Tuesday, April 20 at 2pm 
(note this is the THIRD Tuesday!) 

Our theme will focus on Mother’s Day. 
All women are invited to join this casual group for 

fellowship, a brief devotional and prayer and to  
ponder God’s presence in our lives. 

Please let Sharon Dougherty know you’ll join so she 
can email you the Zoom link 

(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103). 

UMW  
(United Methodist 

Women)  
for April 

   Lakefront Music Fest Volunteers Needed 

·       We are planning to have the Prior Lake Rotary 
Lakefront Music Fest on July 9 and 10 

·       All CDC and State of Minnesota guidelines  
relative to the Covid Pandemic will be followed 

·       We are again offering opportunities for non-
profit groups to volunteer in exchange for a  
donation from Prior Lake Rotary 

·       If your group has volunteered in the past, you 
know we have a point system to determine the  
donation you earn.  Previously, the point value was 
$9.40.  We are raising that this year to $11.50. 

·       Volunteers will still get complimentary  
admission to the festival, a volunteer only parking 
lot, a dedicated shuttle bus to the park and a T-shirt 

·       Volunteer opportunities will start on Wednes-
day, July 7 and continue through Sunday, July 11. 
 
Please contact the church office if you would like 
to volunteer:  office@htumc.org/952-447-2990 

Sunday School Youth Announcements 

No Sunday School or youth groups on Easter, but 
come to church for an activity.  Normal schedules 
for online K-6th grades on 4/11 and 4/18, and in-
person planned for 4/25 (online backup if weather 
is inclement). Materials for an at-home (not online) 
version are available to anyone who asks! 

May's Theme is Commitment and revolves around 
preparing for a race. I would like to do a fun run  
(1k and 5k) for our HT community and friends after 
worship on Sunday, May 16, and I would love some 
youth and adult volunteers to help plan and make it 
happen! This is also a great opportunity for youth 
who need service hours. 

7th & 8th and High School youth groups are in a 
state of change. There will be no meetings until 
after Easter, and then we need interested youth to 
help us plan for regathering, for fun and for service 
opportunities, and for safe places to talk about life 
and God. If you or a youth you know has any 
thoughts on the subject, I would be glad to know 
about it!  

mailto:sdsrdougherty@gmail.com
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 Church Announcements... 

Spring Book Study 

Thursdays April 15—May 13 (5 weeks) 

9:00am and 7:00pm via Zoom 

White Fragility  

by Robin DiAngelo 

In this book antiracist educator Robin DiAngelo, a 
white woman, deftly illuminates the phenomenon 
of white fragility.  The term ‘white fragility’ was 
coined by DiAngelo in her 2011 article by the same 
name, published in The International Journal of 
Critical Pedagogy. White fragility refers to the  
intense emotions, such as anger, fear, and guilt, as 
well as the defensive stance and the argumentation 
white people experience, take and utilize when  
confronted with the topic of racism. DiAngelo gives 
many examples of white fragility, from her own ex-
periences to those that she has observed in her job 
as a consultant on racial and social justice issues. 
These behaviors, in turn, function to reinstate white 
racial equilibrium and prevent any meaningful cross
-racial dialogue. In this in-depth exploration,  
DiAngelo examines how white fragility develops, 
how it protects racial inequality, and what we can 
do to engage more constructively. 

This book study will be led by Pastor Chad  
Gilbertson and Carol Ottoson.  Books will not be 
offered through the church, so please arrange to 
obtain one for yourself. 

Please register by contacting:  
Pastor Chad at pastor@htumc.org / 952-356-4616 
or Carol Ottoson at ottoem50@aol.com 

Costa Rica Mission Trip Planned 

The Mission Planning Team has selected Dec 26-31, 
2021 for another mission trip to Costa Rica through 
Strong Missions.  We have reserved 12 spots for our 
team and 6 of those are already taken.  If you are  
interested in joining the group please contact Maia 
Caldwell via phone at 612-618-8230 or email at  
patmaiac@aol.com.  We plan to hold fundraisers 
that will pay for the mission portion of the trip (food, 
lodging & supplies).  Attendees will be responsible 
for their airline ticket and any additional days that 
they may want to spend in Costa Rica.  Right now 
flights are ranging from $634-$704.  If you have 
questions you can reach out to Maia or any of the 
past participants.   

2021 Emma Norton Opening Doors Gala:  

Join us for a wonderful evening from the comfort of 
your own home. Here are just a few of this year’s 
upcoming highlights: 

--Moving testimonials from Emma Norton residents 
and staff. 
--News about our exciting plans for a new building 
in Highland Bridge. 
--Bid on over 100+ silent auction items. 
--Enjoy incredible performances from local artists. 
--Contribute to our “Fund-A-Need” to help our  
residents thrive!    

Register TODAY for FREE at:   www.emmanorton.org/engage/events/  

mailto:pastor@htumc.org
mailto:ottoem50@aol.com
mailto:patmaiac@aol.com
https://tracking.etapestry.com/t/40909778/1511910154/85963815/0/53853/?x=59e44903
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              Sun              Mon              Tue               Wed            Thur         Fri        Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
  
 
 

1:00pm Book 
Study 
 
 

7:00pm Book 
Study 

  
 
 

 
 

7:00pm  
Outdoor  
Worship 

  
 
 
 
 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:00am Outdoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
  

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

  

  
 

 

 
 

 
8:30am Online  
Worship 
9:30am Sanctuary 
Viewing of Worship 
9:30am K-4th Online  
Sunday School 
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

  

 

9:00am Book 
Study 
 

 
 

 

 
 
7:00pm Book 
Study 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

  
  

  
      
 
8:30am Online  
Worship 
9:30am Sanctuary 
Viewing of Worship 
9:30am K-4th Online  
Sunday School 
5-5:45 5th/6th Youth 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Core Team 
 

  

 
 
2:00pm UMW 
Gathering via 
Zoom 
 
 
 
 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30-7:15pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation 

  
 
9:00am Book 
Study 
 
 
 

 

 
 
7:00pm Book 
Study 

 
 
  

 

 
  
 
 

   
 

 
10:00am Outdoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
10:00am K-6th  
Outdoor Sunday 
School 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

 
 

 
 
6:30-7:15pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation 

 

  
9:00am Book 
Study 
 
 
 

 

 
7:00pm Book 
Study 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  8:30 Online 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


