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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“Our Family Songs” 

Is your family picture-perfect?  Does it look or sound like 
the happy families we see on television or advertise-
ments?  If you are like most people, your family is probably 
more than a little messy.  The same is true for the “first 
family of Genesis,” God’s family of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, 
Rebekah, Jacob and Esau.  In our current worship series, 
we’ll explore the patterns in the families from Genesis and 
how they mirror our own lives.  We’ll be reminded that 
God has a plan for us that is greater than our mistakes, 
and how each of us has a place at the table as part of the 
family of God. 

April 25:  “We Are Family”  Genesis 12:1-9 

You have been included not in a perfect family, but in a 
family where your imperfections are known and you are 
loved anyway.  Understanding your place in this family 
may be the most important thing you ever do. 

May 2:  “Don’t Stop Believin’”  Genesis 15:1-6 

We may be in the gap, the in-between time, but to God we 
are right where we need to be.  God looks at Abraham and 
says, “I can’t wait to fulfill these great promises in you.”  
God has promises for you, too. 

May 9:  “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough”  Genesis 18:1-
15; 21:1-7 

Ask yourself, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?”  And  
answer, along with Sarah and God’s great family, “No!  
Nothing is too hard for the Lord!” 

                
                Continued on page 2... 
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May 16:  “I’m Not Alright (That’s Why I Need You)”  
Genesis 23:1-9, 17-20 
 
In God’s family, loss leads to a renewal of vows.   
Jesus renewed relationships and promises after the 
death of Lazarus.  After Abraham buried Sarah, he 
blessed the marriage of Isaac and Rebekah.  In the 
family of God we don’t give up on love.  God won’t 
give up on us.  We go through tough stuff, and we 
renew our vows. 
 
May 23:  “Promises Never Fail”  Genesis 28:10-17 
 
Our God is a promise maker and a promise keeper.  
That God is with you and will watch over you  
wherever you go. 
 
May 30:  “But God…”  Genesis 39:3-4; 41:41-43; 
45:1-2, 14-15; Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
The statement that God’s family must claim is  
simple and short.  It is this:  “But God…” 
 
A word about outdoor worship.  All who are  
involved in leading worship agree that outdoor  
worship is not a perfect option.  We have to  
contend with weather (cold, too much sun, precipi-
tation, etc.), outside noise (traffic and birds and …), 
and other distractions.  However, we still believe it 
is the best option for our members and friends to 
gather in person and worship.  Health experts seem 
to agree that a group gathering outdoors is safer 
than a group gathering indoors, regardless of 
whether or not one has been vaccinated.   
             Continued next column... 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

By gathering outside we don’t have to limit numbers 
like we would indoors.  And we should feel free to 
participate more fully in the worship service in ways 
we could not inside – singing, for example.  And so, 
until the COVID conditions improve dramatically, 
and everyone has been offered an opportunity to 
receive a vaccine (and, by the way, I hope that you 
get the vaccine when it is offered, unless your  
doctor advises against it), we will continue to gather 
outside for worship.  This service will be live 
streamed and recorded for those who wish to  
worship with our online community.  And when 
weather conditions prevent us from gathering  
outside, we will move our worship team indoors and 
all of our members and friends who have access can 
worship with us online. 
 
Let’s Worship! 
Pastor Chad 
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Children, Youth and Family... 

 
Lynnette Dobberpuhl 

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator 
kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 

651-492-8188  

Where Do You Get Your Armor? 

I have been talking with our older elementary school 
kids lately about living with confidence as beloved 
children of God, created wonderfully, and for a  
wonderful purpose. There is a lot more to what we 
teach, but just about everything we do with our kids 
tries to reinforce this message, and I recently found 
some really helpful ideas in Brene’ Brown’s work. 
She writes and talks about how it is a very natural 
tendency for people to “armor up” in order to  
protect ourselves from the pain and difficulty the 
world throws at us. We armor up by choosing to 
care less when we feel we can’t live up to expecta-
tions, by putting up a false front, hiding our own  
individuality to try to fit in, and defending ourselves 
from rejection by holding back and never really  
connecting. After getting hurt in life, it is natural to 
want to armor up, but as a strategy for living, it isn’t 
healthy. Brene’ Brown talks about a different  
approach, “Strong back, soft front, wild heart,” 
which prioritizes strong boundaries and integrity, 
compassion, and trust in who we are created to be. 
This isn’t a specifically Christian message, but it  
echoes so many Biblical teachings, and is so useful 
for equipping our kids to live in our world empow-
ered by faith that I love talking about it. 

I find it ironic that I am teaching that “armor” in this 
way is a negative thing because our Vacation Bible 
School theme this year, Knights of North Castle, is 
based on Ephesians 6:11-18, which is a powerful bit 
of scripture in which Paul speaks of putting on The 
Armor of God: 

For our struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the  
authorities, against the powers of this dark 
world and against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly realms. Therefore, put on the 
full armor of God, so that when the day of 
evil comes, you may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have done everything, 
to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of 
truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place, and 
with your feet fitted with the readiness that 
comes from the gospel of peace.                                    
             
            Continued next column... 

In addition to all this, take up the shield of 
faith, with which you can extinguish all the 
flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the  
helmet of salvation and the sword of the  
Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in 
the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests. With this in mind, be 
alert and always keep on praying for all the 
Lord’s people. 

Wow. As I read it, the difference between the armor 
we get from the world and the armor of God is that 
the world’s armor hides us from life and locks us in 
(with the pain it has given us,) and the armor of God 
strengthens us and empowers us to live courageous-
ly. The world needs more people with courage and 
faith in God who is both bigger than we can compre-
hend, and who also connects us all together. We 
want to be disciples and also help raise up disciples 
of Jesus who can live as he taught.  

We have lots of ways to grow as disciples and to  
encourage our young people this month and in the 
months ahead. Please read all the announcements 
and find ways you can live courageously, or kindly, or 
hopefully or helpfully. After all, you too are a beloved 
child of God! 
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 Core Team & Mission Corner... 

                       Core Team Corner 

The Core Team met on April 19, 2021. Highlights of 
the meeting include: 

 Financials: While income for the first quarter 
was less than needed to meet the amount budg-
eted, expenses were also significantly down, 
leaving us at about a break even point right now. 
Deanna Hawkins and Jeff Erlandson will meet to 
further examine the budget to see what annual 
or semi-annual expenses might be coming up 
that would impact future quarters. 

 The Re-Gathering Task Force plan to allow small 
groups to begin using our indoor spaces (with 
restrictions) will go ahead, despite the annual 
conference maintaining the orange phase for  
re-gathering. We continue to keep to outdoor 
worship on Sundays vs. in the building to include 
people who want to worship together, but not 
indoors yet, and to avoid having to restrict the 
numbers of people who attend (no limit on  
outdoor gathering as long as people are masked 
and spaced appropriately.)  

 There are a number of ways to be in worship, 
service or fellowship coming up supporting our 
Micah 6:8 vision, children and youth activities, 
supporting our Costa Rica mission team and 
many others. Please read the entire SAIL to find 
ways to be in ministry together. One great way 
to build connections and make a difference is 
serving in leadership! We need people willing to 
serve on the Core Team, Trustees, and on our 
Staff-Parish Relations Team (kind of our human 
resources department.) If you know someone 
(or are someone) called to be a servant leader, 
please contact Pastor Chad. 

The next Core Team meeting is scheduled for  
Monday, May 17 at 6:30 p.m. . Full minutes are 
available at https://htumc.org/core-team/  

May Mission Of The Month  

Brooklyn Center/Brooklyn UMC  

 

 
 
 
Donate money to Brooklyn UMC’s two funds: 
• The Community Needs Fund is to assist local  
residents and business owners as they seek to  
recover from recent losses. Money will be used for 
everything from restocking shelves of local business-
es to fixing windows and doors to helping those who 
are unable to go to work or have had to relocate.  
• The Food Pantry Fund will provide basic items to 
those unable to access them. Many residents of 
Brooklyn Center—a food desert even in the best of 
times—lack access to local food supplies. 

Donate to the food pantry: 
• Donate items to Brooklyn Center’s emergency 
food pantry in the heart of the neighborhood most 
impacted by current events. Items most needed are 
bottled water, infant formula, diapers and wipes.   
Items can be dropped off at the church Sundays  
between 10-11am and Tuesdays & Thursdays  
between 10am-3pm.  All items need to be received 
by Sunday, May 16. 

Thank you for donating  
 $905 to UMW 

during the month of March. 

Our UMW had the honor of being Holy Trinity’s 
“Mission of the Month” in March.  Each of us would 
like to THANK YOU all for your generous giving 
which enables us to continue our support of local, 
national and around-the-world mission programs 
and projects.  Through your generosity, United 
Methodist Women members transform the lives of 
women, youth, and children in the United States 
and around the world. 

Sharon Dougherty on behalf of Holy Trinity’s UMW 

https://htumc.org/core-team/
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 Church Announcements... 

Tuesday, May 11 at 2pm 
We plan to meet outdoors in the area by the  

church library, weather permitting.   
If not, we will meet via Zoom. 

Masks and social distancing required. 
All women are invited to join this casual group for 

fellowship, a brief devotional and prayer and  
to ponder God’s presence in our lives. 

Please contact Sharon Dougherty  
if you have any questions 

(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103). 

UMW  
(United Methodist 

Women)  
for May 

        Last Day of Sunday School—May 16 

We are finishing strong with a 1K/5K Fun Run after 
worship. Our supported route begins and ends at 
church, and all participants get a treat bag and lots 
of cheering!  Sign up at: http://bit.ly/1K5K2021  

Seeking donations of: granola bars, fruit snacks, 
water bottles, multi color balloons, volunteers to set 
up and support our runners on the route, and lots of 
people of all ages to run or walk! 

  One Day STORM Camp—Saturday, July 17 
   (Service to Others in Relational Ministry) 

This service (painting, clearing brush, landscaping, 
etc.) event is for youth in 7th grade and up and their 
families. You will get a chance to worship, work, 
share the love of Jesus, and get a T-shirt!  

We are hosting this event, so other churches in our 
area will be joining us for opening and closing  
worship. All our work will be done in teams from 
our church, outdoors, spaced and masked as  
directed.  

Sign Up Here: http://bit.ly/STORM_HT_2021 

 
 
 

 

In June, Holy Trinity would like to invite our 3rd-6th 
graders to a fun, three hour Bible Boot Camp with 

games, learning, movement and music that will help 
us dig into our Bibles, get familiar with what is in 

there, how to use it, and why we’d want to.  
If you are a parent with kids in this age group, or are 

an adult or older youth who would like to help  
support this event, please contact Lynnette at   
kidsandfamilies@htumc.org or call/text her at 

651-492-8188. We will plan a time and date around 
the people who are interested! 

NEEDED:  Do you have any good latex paint taking 
up space in your basement? We are preparing to 
paint a mural in our nursery/preschool room and all 
colors are needed! You can drop off paint on Sunday 
mornings or on Tuesdays between 10-3 (there will 
be a bin inside the front door marked Paint.)  

mailto:sdsrdougherty@gmail.com
http://bit.ly/1K5K2021
http://bit.ly/STORM_HT_2021
mailto:kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
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 Church Announcements... 

Costa Rica Mission Trip Planned 

The Mission Planning Team has selected Dec 26-31, 
2021 for another mission trip to Costa Rica through 
Strong Missions.  We have reserved 12 spots for our 
team and 6 of those are already taken.  If you are  
interested in joining the group please contact Maia 
Caldwell via phone at 612-618-8230 or email at  
patmaiac@aol.com.  We plan to hold fundraisers 
that will pay for the mission portion of the trip (food, 
lodging & supplies).  Attendees will be responsible 
for their airline ticket and any additional days that 
they may want to spend in Costa Rica.  Right now 
flights are ranging from $634-$704.  If you have 
questions you can reach out to Maia or any of the 
past participants.   

   Lakefront Music Fest Volunteers Needed 
          Last Call! 

·       We are planning to have the Prior Lake Rotary 
Lakefront Music Fest on July 9 and 10 

·       All CDC and State of Minnesota guidelines  
relative to the Covid Pandemic will be followed 

·       We are again offering opportunities for non-
profit groups to volunteer in exchange for a  
donation from Prior Lake Rotary 

·       If your group has volunteered in the past, you 
know we have a point system to determine the  
donation you earn.  Previously, the point value was 
$9.40.  We are raising that this year to $11.50. 

·       Volunteers will still get complimentary  
admission to the festival, a volunteer only parking 
lot, a dedicated shuttle bus to the park and a T-shirt 

·       Volunteer opportunities will start on Wednes-
day, July 7 and continue through Sunday, July 11. 
 
Please contact the church office if you would like 
to volunteer:  office@htumc.org/952-447-2990 Looking Ahead to Summer 2021 

May 23—Confirmation Sunday 

June 6—Graduate Recognition Sunday 

June (day/time TBD) - Bible Boot Camp 

July 17—One Day STORM event 

First Week of August—Vacation Bible School 
(Possibly in the evening instead of daytime. If you 
are interested in being kept in the loop on this for  
K-6th grade (also 7th-12th grade kids and adults 
who want to lead) please contact Lynnette.)  

August 20—Back to (Sunday) School + Parent’s 
Night Out (Come see the plan for K-6th grade  
Sunday school, get some fun stuff to be ready for 
the year, and then kids can stick around for games, 
pizza and a movie while the adults get two hours 
for dinner, errands or just some quiet time.) 

mailto:patmaiac@aol.com
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10:00am Outdoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
10:00am K-6th  
Sunday School 
 
 
 
 
 

  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
6:30-7:15pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation 

  
 
9:00am Book 
Study 
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Study 
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10:00am K-6th  
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Study 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

  
  

  
      
10:00am Outdoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
10:00am K-6th  
Sunday School 
11:00am 1K/5K 
Fun Run/Walk 
 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6:30pm Core Team 
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6:30-7:15pm 7th/8th 
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10:00am Outdoor  
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Worship/Live-Stream 
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8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

2            3               4             5                6             7          8  

23 Confirmation  24         25      26            27           28     29         

                                                                1 

16       17              18          19             20       21     22 

9         10              11              12              13      14         15 

Calendar Subject to Change 

 
 
2:00pm UMW 
Gathering  
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  10:00 Outdoors 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


