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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

#LOVEYOURNEIGHBOR 

There is a television commercial ad campaign for a major 
insurance company that I cannot keep from laughing a 
whenever I see it.  The main character in these  
commercials is Dr. Rick, and he gives advice to young new 
homeowners.  In one of these commercials, one of the 
participants asks, “If I use this tool, am I hashtagging?”   

I have to laugh, but at the same time, I can relate.  I’m fully 
aware of the hashtag movement.  Hashtags are used in 
social media settings to identify messages on a common 
topic.  But I’ve never used a hashtag.   

That is all coming to an end soon! 

In June, I’ll be leading a worship series entitled 
#LOVEYOURNEIGHBOR.  Throughout the series I’ll be  
encouraging you to listen for nuggets of wisdom, inspira-
tion, challenge, or otherwise, and post them to your social 
media page(s) using the hashtag LOVEYOURNEIGHBOR.  
Perhaps your post will catch the attention of another and 
you will inspire that person to a different way of living. 

Here’s what the series is going to look like: 

June 6  - “Testify to Love” 

Matthew 9:35-38 
As the old song says, “What the world needs now is love”, 
but sometimes it seems as if we have forgotten this basic 
need, even Christians. What if we approached every  
situation with this question: “What’s the most loving thing 
I can do right now?”  Join us this week as we discover ways 
of being more loving. 

                
                Continued on page 2... 
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June 13 – “Love is the Way” 

1 John 4:7-12 
Love is not an activity; it is a way of being. There is 
power in love to uplift and liberate when nothing 
else will. 1 John tells us that the way to love each 
other is to learn about the power that comes from 
knowing God. This week, we will explore how we 
can grow closer to God and to others. 

June 20 – “Common Ground”   

Acts 17:22-28 
Human beings are prone to conflict, yet Jesus  
teaches us to forgive, to love and not to judge  
without examining ourselves first. Jesus took in 
those he disagreed with and worked on finding  
common ground for conversation. This week’s  
message will discuss how we can live together in 
love. 

Join us for worship (remember, we begin indoor 
worship on June 6!) at 9:30am on Sunday mornings.  
For those who would rather, a live stream service 
will continue to be available (9:30am on Sunday 
mornings) and our services will be recorded so that 
you can watch “on demand.”  And as you worship, 
join the hashtag movement and spread the message 
to love your neighbor! 

Blessings, 
Pastor Chad 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

Summer Worship Announcement 
 
We all know that the pandemic guidelines are 
changing rapidly at the national, state, and local  
level.  You recently received a report from our 
church’s Re-Gathering Task Force outlining the next 
stage of re-opening.  After that statement was  
released, new guidance from the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) was given, and Governor Walz  
announced an end to the statewide mask require-
ment.  With our scheduled return to indoor worship 
on June 6, you may be wondering what that means 
for our church. 
 
Because our youngest members are still not yet  
eligible for the vaccine, and out of care and concern 
for all members and friends, we are requesting that 
masks or face coverings be worn while in the  
building.   Non-vaccinated individuals are welcome 
to attend, but please wear a mask or face covering 
while in the building.  In addition, every other pew 
will continue to be taped off.  When our sanctuary 
reaches capacity, we will ask people to be seated in 
the Fellowship Hall and worship via the live 
stream.  In a change from the previously announced 
guidelines, reservations will not be required for 
worship. 
 
Outdoor events (worship, small groups, fellowship, 
etc.) will not require masks  
 
I know we are all ready to return to church in a 
“normal” way.  We are making steady progress in 
that area, and we continue to monitor the  
conditions and recommendations coming from the 
CDC, the State of Minnesota, the Minnesota Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church, and 
our local school district.  As the guidelines from 
these organizations continue to change rapidly, we 
will respond, and we expect to continue to lift more 
and more restrictions throughout the summer. 

Congratulations to our 2021 Confirmands 

Zekaryas Seifu Kestela Dengle Alemu 

Sarah Helen Banitt 

Ashlyn Christine Chant 

Tessa Renee Ginkel 

Alexander James Hulskotter 

Samuel Lewis Lindeen 

Lily Ann Miller 

Joshua Michael Pascanik 
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Children, Youth and Family... 

 
Lynnette Dobberpuhl 

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator 
kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 

651-492-8188  

Better Than Normal 

We have completed a year (a crazy bananas year) of 
children, youth and family ministry. We tried a lot of 
different ways to make ministry work for us and 
through us, and we succeeded sometimes 
(decorating cookies together online!) and other 
times we just learned things (no more videos, 
please). The support and appreciation of our families 
was consistent throughout, and I am so grateful for 
that. I know our kids and families experience  
important relationships in other areas of life, but I 
believe—and the participation level here despite all 
difficulties affirms—that church relationships are 
important in a special way. Learning to have faith in 
God and following Jesus is important. Seeking God is 
a lifelong journey, and while it is never too late to 
start, the earlier we start, the more we get, and the 
better foothold we have in this life that can seem 
like one challenge after another.  

We have completed a challenging year but are just 
beginning a new season of ministry. As we start to 
move back into a “more normal” way of interacting 
with each other, I would like to say that right now 
“back to normal” should not be our goal. I think right 
now is the perfect time to try something extraordi-
nary. Something different and life-enriching. For our 
kids, I would like to suggest going to camp through 
Camp Minnesota, where they have amazing oppor-
tunities for kids aged 6 and up to have fun, learn or 
build skills, and experience the love of Jesus in a safe 
but thrilling environment. We have an extraordinary 
day of service with STORM Camp for 7th grade and 
up (adults needed also!) on Saturday, July 17th, with 
special musical guests Boiling Point and worship in 
the parking lot afterward. For some of us doing 
something extraordinary might be finally signing up 
for a yoga class, or writing poetry for the fun of it, or 
suggesting a small group at church around a topic or 
activity you care about and inviting others to join. 

I am taking a leap and starting something we have 
been talking about behind the scenes for a few 
months now. We are beginning a three-week series 
on Wednesday nights (June 2, 9, and 16) for kids  
entering 9th-12th grades who want to resist the 
            

              Continued next column... 

negative impact of stress, anxiety, depression and 
self-esteem issues that arise because of the ways of 
the world around us. If the people who try out the 
three-week series find it helpful, we will set it up as a 
regular group. I am calling this first series “Greater 
Than”, because with God, and with each other, we 
are greater than the challenges before us and inside 
us. If you are a youth entering 9th-12th grade and 
want to sign up, send me an email! If you would like 
to support our efforts to encourage our youth, 
snacks or gift cards we could use for snacks would be 
helpful! 

Instead of going “back to normal” what would your 
“forward to extraordinary” look like? It probably has 
bits of things you have grown to love in the past. 
That is our foundation, and our launch pad. We don’t 
want to forget where we have been, the things we 
have loved or the things that have been challenging, 
but as we grow and as our world changes, we too 
can change in ways that help us thrive.  
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 Core Team & Mission Corner... 

                       Core Team Corner 

The Core Team met Monday, May 17. The main  
topic of discussion was the plan for re-opening. 
Guidelines have been changing rapidly. Please track 
the most recent changes in the ways we will meet 
for worship by watching your email for updates 
from the church. For more information on other  
discussion items, such as the Micah vision, April  
financial info, or the CrossForm immersion training, 
please see the full minutes at https://htumc.org/
core-team/ . The next Core Team meeting is  
scheduled for 6:30 pm Monday, June 14 at Holy 
Trinity.  

June Mission Of The Month  

 

 
 
Mission:  To house, support, and advocate for  
people experiencing homelessness.  

About Simpson:  Since our beginnings in 1982 in 
the basement of Simpson United Methodist Church, 
Simpson has become a leading nonprofit providing 
assistance to people experiencing homelessness. In 
response to unmet community needs, our services 
have grown to include five key programs: emergen-
cy shelter, supportive housing programs for youth, 
single adults, and families – along with developmen-
tal and educational services for children of families 
in our Family Housing Program.  We were one of the 
first Minnesota organizations to use the nationally-
recognized Housing First model. Individuals and 
families are placed into housing immediately then 
supported with identified services to help address 
barriers.   

In additional to monetary donations, please  
consider donating these most needed items... 

~Women’s adult size 5/6 & size 9/10 underwear 
~Men’s XL and XXL t-shirts 
~Q-Tips 
~Razors 
~Travel size body wash, shampoo and conditioner  

Items can be dropped off at the church on Sunday 
mornings or on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10-3. 

Thank you for donating  
$3390 to the HTUMC  

Technology Fund  
during the month of April. 

Your donations will help support the virtual  
campus of Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 

and will allow us to expand our outreach  
through this online ministry.   

https://htumc.org/core-team/
https://htumc.org/core-team/
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 Church Announcements... 

Tuesday, June 8th at 2pm 
Meeting space: Outdoors (weather permitting) or 

at the Parsonage.  Bring your own beverage! 
All women are invited to join this casual group for 

fellowship, a brief devotional and prayer and to  
ponder God’s presence in our lives. 

We’d love to have you join us! 
Please contact Sharon Dougherty with questions 
(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103). 

UMW  
(United Methodist 
Women) for June 

Wednesday, June 16 
1:00-4:00PM 

 For strong readers who have completed grades 1-6. 
We will learn more about what the Bible is and how 

to use it! There will be plenty of active games, a 
snack time, and some digging deep into the word of 

God. Sign up with Lynnette by email 
(kidsandfamilies@htumc.org)  

with Bible Boot Camp in the subject line  
by Wednesday June 9.  

Also needed: teens or adults to help  
with the activities and be awesome!  

PAINT NEEDED  

Do you have any good latex paint taking up space in 
your basement? We are painting a mural in our 

nursery/preschool room and all shades of blue paint 
are needed! You can drop off paint on Sunday  

mornings or on Tuesdays between 10-3 (there will 
be a bin inside the door marked Paint.)  

Thank you all for the kindness and sympathy you 
have shown me over the last couple of weeks.  I 
don’t know how I would have gotten through this 
difficult time without all of your support.  Thank you 
for your thoughts, prayers and memorial gifts.  I am 
so grateful for my church family.     -Harold Jensen 

Costa Rica Mission Trip 

We now have 14 people committed to going on our 
mission trip to Strong Missions in Costa Rica in  
December!  Our goal is 20 so we still have room for 
you to join us.   Please reach out to Maia Caldwell 
at 612-618-8230 if you are interested.   

We have started our fundraising to cover the cost 
of our lodging, meals and project materials.  We 
held our first Food, Fellowship and Fundraising 
night at Davannis on the third Monday in 
May.  Thanks to everyone who participated.  

Our bean bag tourney fundraiser was a big  
success.  We had 19 teams who all had a lot of fun 
while raising over $1400 for our team.   

We also have several fundraisers coming up in June 
& July.  On Thursday evenings in June we will be 
running the meat raffle at the Country Primetime 
bar in Lydia.  If you want to support our team you 
are welcome to join us there from 6-7:30 pm.  We 
are also planning our second Food, Fellowship & 
Fundraising night on June 21st.  Look for more  
details about the time and location in an upcoming 
Trinities email.  

In July our church will once again be helping to staff 
a pop/water tent during the Lakefront Music 
Fest.  Some of the proceeds from that event will go 
toward our mission fund.  Look for the sign-up for 
that event soon.  We will also be selling parking 
spots in the church lot on Fri and Sat evenings  
during Music Fest as a way to raise some additional 
funds.  Our team appreciates your support and 
prayers. 

Graduation Open House 

Hannah Rose Gilbertson 

Saturday, June 12, 11:00am-2:00pm 

at Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 

mailto:sdsrdougherty@gmail.com
mailto:kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
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 Church Announcements... 

 

Hope Lives Here (new)  

Brand New Day  

Put Your Hands Up  

(over 2 million listeners on Spotify)  

kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 

Sign up by 
June 18 

https://youtu.be/tWweM0NeU54
https://youtu.be/wIy9FLpWzVs
https://youtu.be/ZzzKin4T_bE
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 2021 Graduates... 

Congratulations to our 2021 Graduates! 

Tommy Mestnik 

Son of of Janean and Joe Mestnik, graduated from Prior Lake High School.  

He will be attending The University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire and is considering a major in Education. 

Dustan Green 

Son of Paula and Pat Green, graduated from Prior Lake High School.  

He will be attending The University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire and will be studying Business Management 

and playing baseball.  

Sean Taggart 

Son of Tina and Jim Taggart, graduated from Prior Lake High School.  

He will be continuing in a Transition program through the Southwest Metro school district, taking Life Skills 

and maybe some college classes.  He is working on finding a job as well.  

Ryan Boller 

Son of Jodi and Jeff Boller, graduated from Prior Lake High School.  

He will be attending NDSU in the fall. 

Hannah Rose Gilbertson  

Daughter of Pastor Chad Gilbertson and Lori Gilbertson, graduated from Prior Lake High School.  

She will be attending the Chisago County Life Work Center, focusing on life skills and job exploration.   

Macy Sheffield  

Daughter of Heidi and Bart Sheffield, graduated from Prior Lake High School.  

She will be continuing her education at Iowa State where she will also be cheering.  

Rachel Banitt  

Daughter of Ann and Troy Banitt, graduated from Lakeville South High School.  

She will continue her education at the Farmer School of Business at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio.  

Jeremiah Caldwell  

Son of Maia and Pat Caldwell, graduated from Prior Lake High School.  

He will be taking a gap year and will continue to work at Scheel’s. 

Tony Harris  

Son of Michael and Corinna Harris, graduated December 2020 from Bethel University  

with a business degree in finance and marketing.  

He is working at Techtronic Industries as an Event Marketing Specialist and getting married in June. 

Jayden Sheffield  

Son of Heidi and Bart Sheffield, graduated from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln with a degree in  

advertising and public relations plus an advanced sales certificate.  He will be working for The Alliant Group. 

Austin Wintheiser  

Grandson of Marla & Steve Fulkerson, graduated from Burnsville High School.  

Future plans are undecided. 
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Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

6            7               8             9                10           11         12 

27      28         29      30                             

                     1          2       3             4          5 

20       21              22          23             24       25     26 

13         14              15              16              17      18         19 

Calendar Subject to Change 

 
 
2:00pm UMW 
Gathering  
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  10:00 Outdoors 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


