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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

Change 

Change.  Some embrace it, some hate it, and others simply 
tolerate it.  But change is inevitable. 

My favorite quote about change is attributed to Mark 
Twain.  Twain reportedly once said, “the only person that 
likes change is a wet baby.”  But no matter our attitude 
about it, change is always going to happen.  It’s true in the 
world, and it’s especially true in the church. 

We are coming through a period of immense change.  In 
many ways, we’re still steeped in the midst of change.  The 
global pandemic forced us to change the ways we worship, 
do small groups, care for others, do missions, provide  
education for children, youth and adults, and meet for  
administrative tasks.  I think about worship alone: 

 We were meeting in person in the sanctuary for two 
services during the school year and one in the summer 

 When the pandemic first hit, we changed the way we 
delivered worship.  We used a couple of cameras to 
record a worship service in pieces.  Those pieces were 
put together and edited to create a recorded worship 
experience.  That worship service was uploaded to our 
website and made available to anyone who wished to 
view it. 

 We invested in new equipment that would allow us to 
live stream our worship services.  We began using that 
equipment to record, but the difference is that we  
recorded straight through and little or no editing was 
necessary to prepare it for our website. 

 On Christmas Eve, 2020, we ran our first-ever live 
streamed service from the sanctuary.  That means that 
people were able to view online exactly what was  
happening in the sanctuary, as it happened.   
 
                 Continued on next page... 
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 When the weather allowed it, we held worship 
outside in the parking lot.  In time, these  
services were live streamed as well. 

 For a short season we opened the sanctuary to 
members and friends who wished to view the 
recorded service with others.  Attendance was 
limited, but it was another way that worship was 
made available to people. 

 In June of 2021, we were back in the sanctuary, 
live and in-person, for weekly worship.  These 
services have been live streamed and recorded 
for those choosing to continue worshipping via 
our online campus. 

What’s next?  We don’t know for sure.  Hopefully 
the pandemic continues to diminish (PLEASE GET 
VACCINATED IF YOU ARE ABLE TO AND HAVE NOT 
ALREADY DONE SO!)  As it does, we will be able to 
return to worship that looks more and more like it 
did pre-pandemic.   

And yet, even then, you will notice some changes.  
As the Holy One says in the book of Revelation, 
“See, I am making all things new.”  We have learned 
some things, and new realities have brought about 
change.  And so as we look ahead to the Fall, here’s 
a sampling of what you can expect: 

 Worship will remain at 9:30am (1 service) on 
Sunday mornings throughout the year.  When 
we experience 80% capacity consistently in the 
sanctuary, we will develop plans for a second 
service once again. 

 Sunday School for our youngest students will run 
concurrently with worship.  Children will begin in 
the sanctuary with their parents but will be  
dismissed to Sunday School after the opening 
pieces of the worship service. 

 Adult “Sunday School” will be transformed into 
Adult Education, and will take place during the 
week rather than on Sunday mornings. 

 Some of the elements of the worship service 
that were born during the pandemic will remain, 
and some of the pieces that we eliminated will 
stay away.  For example, because we were re-
minded so blatantly that viruses are more easily 
passed by touch, we will abstain from the “stand 
and greet your neighbor” time at the beginning 
of the service.               
            Continued above... 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

 Multiple touch items like attendance pads and 
offering plates will remain put away.  We will, 
however, retain the practice of live streaming 
and recording our services. 

 Meetings of administrative Teams will continue 
to offer an online option for meeting. 

These changes are necessary for a variety of  
reasons.  We want and need to be good stewards of 
our resources, both human and financial.  We love 
our members, friends, and visitors, and want to  
provide the safest, healthiest options we can for 
gathering together for worship, education, and  
fellowship.  And just as these changes reflect our 
commitment to these ideals, additional changes can 
and will be made as the situation calls for it. 

God is making things new; I hope that you will join 
us in the process! 

Blessings, Pastor Chad 

Night to Unite is a statewide celebration which takes 
place on the first Tuesday of August every year. 
Night to Unite helps to celebrate and strengthen 
neighborhood and community partnerships  
particularly between residents and their local law 
enforcement.   

As has been part of our programming, Holy Trinity 
will host a neighborhood block party in the parking 
lot and on the lawn.  Food, games, fun, and fellow-
ship are on the schedule, and we hope that you will 
want to join us. 

This year during Night to Unite we will be collecting 
non-perishable donations for Southern Valley  
Alliance who provide victims of domestic violence 
and their families with support, referrals, protection 
and advocacy.  Please see the mission corner of this 
newsletter for a list of items we are collecting. 

In order to host this event, numerous volunteers are 
needed.  Please use this link to sign up if you are 
able to help https://bit.ly/Night2Unite2021.  
 

     
     

Tuesday, August 3 
5:30-8:00pm 

https://bit.ly/Night2Unite2021
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Gifts 

A dear friend of mine was really shaken by a recent 
tragedy in her community. A grandfather was fishing 
on a river with his six-year-old grandson, had a heart 
attack, and fell into the water. The grandson,  
Joseph, jumped in to try to help him, and both died. 
As terrible as this is, and it is truly terrible, when my 
friend contrasts it to the negative way she has 
been seeing people treating each other and hearing 
how they talk, it has felt even worse.  She was  
grieving as she compared Joseph’s selfless act of 
love (and his short life was full of loving acts) to  
people around her always complaining about other 
people, about how hard things are, and how life is 
unfair to them. 

A lot of things are hard right now. But when I think 
back, there have always been things we have been 
able to point at and proclaim, “This is the worst.” 
The world has experienced war, and plague and  
natural disasters before this. In my own lifetime we 
have had the energy crisis, nuclear threat, 9-11, and 
a whole lot of economic and political upheaval. 
There are people today, as there have been in every 
generation, who will bring up prophecies of end 
times and say, “Maybe this is the end.” To which I 
would reply, “What if it is?” 

Religious sects have collapsed upon predicting end 
time dates that passed uneventfully. I don’t think 
we are supposed to know when the end time will 
come for us individually or en masse, but I do think 
that the idea that things will end is an important 
one to keep in mind, because that helps us focus 
our lives on what is important. Is it important what 
other people think of me, what is in my bank  
account or garage, or how many friends I have on 
social media if everything is swept away? The most 
important things in my life have been the gift of 
lives. My own life, each life-sustaining breath I take, 
each laugh, each morning I wake, each glimpse of 
beauty is very precious to me. The people around 
me are also gifts. It is easy to find the gifts of  
relationship with the people I love and enjoy being 
around, but you and I can find beauty and value in 
people we don’t even know, and also in people we 
find difficult to get along with.      
            Continued above... 

Children, Youth and Family... 

Love your enemies, Jesus said, and so shouldn’t we 
love all others as well? I am not saying it is always 
easy, or that it doesn’t take practice to do this, but it 
is possible, through God.  

When we seek the beloved child of God in each  
person we meet we honor the God who created us, 
and who gave us Jesus to save us from meaningless 
lives of disappointment and discontent, and to give 
us life everlasting. When we have reverence for God 
and for God’s creation, we can let go of our  
preoccupation with what is wrong and become part 
of what is right. As a church, this is what we are 
called to do when we are together, and what we are 
called to do in the world. Who wouldn’t want to be 
a part of community like that? 

The loss of Joseph and his grandfather was a  
tragedy, but if any good can come from such an  
awful thing, I think it might be the message that life 
can be hard, but it is also short. Love whole-
heartedly. Seek God in your own life and in each 
neighbor you meet to make the most of it. You will 
bless others, and you will be blessed at the same 
time. 

Vacation Bible School  

Monday-Thursday 

August 9-12 

5:00-7:30pm 

Vacation Bible School registration is now open for 
preK-6th graders. The theme is Knights of North 
Castle and we will be studying the Armor of God 

passage in Ephesians and remembering where it is 
that we get our strength. The cost of $30 per child 
with a max of $60 per family group includes dinner 

each night, a T-Shirt and lots of fun activities!   
Please register by August 2 to guarantee a T-shirt. 
 We are also looking for leaders (older youth or 

adults) who would be willing to lead recreation and  
science activities (a fun and easy to follow  

curriculum is provided and you get gold crowns and 
a free T-shirt!) Also we need folks willing to help 

prep meals for three nights (pizza will be one night.)  
There is more information and an opportunity to 

register here:  https://htumc.org/education/
vacation-bible-school-2021/ 

https://htumc.org/education/vacation-bible-school-2021/
https://htumc.org/education/vacation-bible-school-2021/
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 Mission Corner... 

Thank you for donating  
$780 to Simpson Housing 
during the month of June. 

Your donations will help house, support, and  
advocate for people experiencing homelessness.  

August Mission Of The Month #1 

 

 
 
Mission:  to provide victims of domestic violence 
and their families with support, referrals, protection 
and advocacy. Serving Carver and Scott Counties in 
Minnesota. 

This year during Night to Unite (August 3) we will be 
collecting non-perishable donations for Southern 
Valley Alliance .  You can also drop off donations at 
the church during the month of August. 

Donation needs include...  

 cleaning wipes 

 new journals 

 Uber/Lyft gift cards 

 full size household and personal care products 

 new children’s books and toys (baby-teen) 

 gas-only gift cards 

 grocery store gift cards   

 financial gifts also welcomed 

Project Student Success 

School Supply Drive 

Mission:  Project Student Success partners with  
local schools, businesses, organizations, and  
individuals to collect backpacks and school supplies 
for students in need in our community. Their goal is 
to ensure that the families they serve have the  
materials they need to successfully begin the new 
school year. CAP Agency relies on the dedicated 
efforts of their staff, volunteers, and their many  
partners to impact the lives of those in need in our 
community.  

This year during VBS (August 9-12) we will be  
collecting donations for CAP’s Project Student  
Success.  You can also drop off donations at the 
church until Wednesday, August 18.  All donations 
need to be received by that date in order to get 
items to kids in need before the school year starts. 

Donation needs include… 

 backpacks  

 folders  

 notebooks  

 pencils  

 crayons/markers  

 glue/glue sticks  

 black or blue pens  

 red pens  

 erasers  

 scissors  

 rulers  

 boxes of tissues  

 index/note cards  

 financial gifts also welcomed 

August Mission Of The Month #2 
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 Core Team Corner and Church Announcements... 

Costa Rica Mission Trip Fundraising Events 

 

 

 

 

The Costa Rica Mission team would like to invite 
members of Holy Trinity to participate in 3  
upcoming fundraisers.  We have a Sweat & Suds  
exercise class slated for Saturday, August 21st at  
10 am on the church grounds.  After the class you 
are invited to join us for a free beverage at Boat-
house Brothers.  The cost of the class is $20.  Please 
use the following link to sign up:  https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B45AEAA2BA46-august  

We had such a great turn-out for our July Food,  
Fellowship & FUNdraising food truck meal in front of 
Boathouse Brothers that we are doing it again in  
August.  On Monday, August 30th Roland's BBQ 
food truck will donate 100% of his profits to our  
mission trip fund.  He will be parked outside of  
Boathouse Brothers from 4-8pm that evening.  We 
hope you all can join us. 

Lastly please mark your calendar for our team's last 
big fundraiser which starts on Sunday, September 
12th.  We will be starting a weeklong silent auction 
at church that day.  We hope you all can help  
support this event by bidding on the great stuff that 
we have there.  Also if you have items to donate to 
our auction, they would be much appreciated.   
Please reach out to Maia Caldwell at 612-618-8230 
if you have something to contribute. 

                       Core Team Corner 

The Core Team met on July 12th at 6:30 pm.  
Highlights of the conversation include: 

 The Finance team is advising a Core Team 
meeting specifically for finance to discuss the 
Edward Jones accounts, and establishing a  
strategy to balance protecting the principal and 
taking limited risks to try to offset the erosion of 
the accounts. For some time interest has not 
kept up with inflation, which has been  
depreciating the value of these accounts. We 
will also be discussing our spending strategy so 
we are prepared for fall with either an influx of 
people and giving, or a plateau at our current 
attendance. Our summer numbers are fairly  
consistent with past pre-pandemic summers. 

 Thirty five youth and adults participated in  
ministry to seven households during STORM 
camp on July 17, finishing with an uplifting  
session of outdoor worship.  

 While continuing to keep an eye on Covid  
numbers, we are hoping to begin an outdoor 
fellowship time at least once per month with 
coffee and snacks. Deanna Hawkins will provide 
coffee to try from Haiti where she is connected 
in mission, and bags of coffee will be available 
for sale. The Costa Rica mission team (and  
possibly others) can host the snacks for a free 
will donation. The schedule for this will be  
announced when it is confirmed. 

Full minutes are available at  https://htumc.org/core
-team/. The next meeting is tentatively scheduled 
for August 23. 

UMW  
(United Methodist 
Women) for August 

Tuesday, August 10th at 2pm 
- Meet in Fellowship Hall at the church - 

All women are invited to join this casual group for 
fellowship, devotions/study, prayer  

and required business. 
Please contact Sharon Dougherty for questions at 

sdsrdougherty@gmail.com  or 612-280-2103. 

The church will be open 
from 9:30am-3:00pm  

Monday-Thursday.  The 
church is closed on Fridays. 

Please Note:  These hours are subject to change 
due to meetings, vacations, etc.  If you need to meet 
with someone specifically, it’s best to make an  
appointment ahead of time.  Staff will continue to 
work remotely on the days they are not in the office. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B45AEAA2BA46-august
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0B45AEAA2BA46-august
https://htumc.org/core-team/
https://htumc.org/core-team/
mailto:sdsrdougherty@gmail.com
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 Church Announcements... 

United Methodist Women Enjoy Outing 
 
Holy Trinity’s United Methodist Women enjoyed a 
lunch gathering at Dangerfield’s in Shakopee on July 
14 followed by a visit to the Hoċokata Ti, the 
Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community’s (SMSC) 
cultural center and gathering place. It is used to  
interpret and encourage traditional Mdewakanton 
Dakota cultural heritage, language, and history by 
sustaining this inherent knowledge of SMSC  
Members through exhibitions, preservation, and  
education.  We were given a guided tour of 
Mdewakanton: Dwellers of the Spirit Lake.  This  
public exhibit provided us with a cultural experience 
that enhanced our knowledge and understanding of 
the Mdewakanton Dakota people and their history.  
We viewed an assortment of Dakota artifacts in the 
public gallery and also visited the gift shop.  Each of 
us encourages our church family to visit this cultural 
center in Shakopee for an extremely worthwhile 
learning experience.   

Clockwise from lower left: Gail Landor, Connie Short, 
Nancy Iverson, Ceil Boyer, Sharon Dougherty, Maia 
Caldwell, Kay Petterson, Joanne Henry, Becky Brown, 
Sandy Feldhake, Marla Fulkerson, Barb Svedahl, Lois 
Burkart, Connie Scott, Liz Weninger. 

Don’t Miss Rally Sunday 

Sunday, September 12 

Worship Service at 9:30am 

Sunday School during worship 

Weekend of Worship (WOW) 

 

 

 

I’d like to believe that every worship experience has 
an element of “WOW” to it.  Worship is that time 
when we seek to encounter God and when we do, 
it’s an awesome (WOW) experience! 

August 12, 13 and 15 will provide us with a series of 
WOW experiences.  We invite you to join us for a 
Weekend of Worship (WOW).  We will gather  
outside, under the cover of a tent, on Thursday,  
August 12 and Friday, August 13 at 7pm.  On  
Sunday, August 15 we will worship at our usual 
time, 9:30am, but gather outside.  Each of these 
worship experiences will be unique but aligned to 
the theme of Vacation Bible School, “Be strong in the 
Lord and in the strength of God’s power” (Ephesians 
6:10).   

Thursday:  Our focus will be on justice (“Let God’s 
justice protect you like armor – Ephesians 6:14) and 
our guest preacher is scheduled to be Rev. Henry 
Dolopei.  Henry is the Associate Pastor at Brooklyn 
United Methodist Church in Brooklyn Center.  Henry 
writes in his bio, “I believe that all human beings 
have a God given purpose.  My purpose is to spread 
the love of Jesus Christ to all.”  At this service, our 
Vacation Bible School students will be sharing special 
music that they have learned throughout the week. 

Friday:  The focus for this night will be on peace 
(“Your desire to tell the good news about peace shall 
be like shoes on your feet – Ephesians 6:15.)  I am 
still awaiting confirmation of a guest preacher for 
this service. 

Sunday:  Our theme for the morning will be faith 
(“Let your faith be like a shield, and you will be able 
to stop all the flaming arrows of the evil one –  
Ephesians 6:16.)   

My prayer is that we will have a large worshipping 
body from our church and the community.  I hope 
that you will join us for these services.  Spread the 
word and make personal invitations so that others 
might join us for this special WOW event. 
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              Sun              Mon              Tue               Wed            Thur         Fri        Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30-8:00pm 
Night to Unite 

    

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 

9:30am Indoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
 
 
 
 

 

  
   

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
2:00pm UMW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

7:00pm Worship 
 
 
 

 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 

7:00pm  
Worship 
 
 

   

 

  

  
 
 

 

 
 

9:30am Outdoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

  
 
 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 

 

 
 

  
  
 
  

  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

 
 
10:00am 
Sweat & 
Suds 

  
      
9:30am Indoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
 
 

  

 
 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
6:30pm Core Team 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

 

 
  
 
 

   
 

9:30am Indoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
4-8pm Boathouse 
Brothers BBQ 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

8            9               10             11              12           13          14 

29      30         31       

1      2              3       4           5             6          7 

22       23              24          25             26       27     28 

15         16              17              18              19      20         21 

Calendar Subject to Change 

 
 
 

 

Vacation Bible School 5:00-7:30pm 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  9:30am Inside the Sanctuary 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


