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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“I SEE YOU” 

For the last Sunday of August and most of the month of 
September, our worship focus will be on seeing and  
hearing others, especially those who are not typically seen 
or heard.   
 
God creates, knows, loves, and sees all of us in our full  
humanity. But as people, we can fall into the habit of  
assuming everyone is the same or everyone is like us. 
While we share a common humanity, these assumptions 
can be harmful and prevent us from truly seeing other 
people and listening to their perspectives. By looking at 
Biblical stories, this series will help us learn how to listen 
to, respect, affirm, and act for and with others. In doing so, 
we can also come to know God even more fully.  

Here's the series overview: 

August 29: Hearing Other Voices 
Scripture: Mark 10:46-52   
 
We can be so busy on our mission that we stop listening. 
Yet, as Christians, we cannot fully engage in our mission 
without taking the time to hear the voices on the side of 
the road. 
 
September 5: Sisters Are Doing it for Themselves 
Scripture: Numbers 27:1-11 
 
Last week, we saw the importance of listening to the  
voices on the margins. However, it is not enough to just 
listen. We must also act.  This week’s scripture text, one of 
the more obscure stories in the Old Testament,  
encourages just that.  Holy Communion will be celebrated 
on this day. 
                 
           Continued on next page... 
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September 12: R.E.S.P.E.C.T. the Stranger 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 10:14-22 (focus verses: 
10:17-19) 
 
Last week we talked about listening and then being 
compelled to act. As followers of God, our action 
must always be based on God’s view of the stranger 
and how God calls us to love them.   This Sunday is 
the day we call “Rally Sunday.”  It celebrates a 
“coming home,” to the church, the beginning of a 
new season of Christian Education, and the return of 
our music ensembles.  A special time of fellowship 
(outdoors) will follow the service. 
 
September 19: Diverse People, One Vision 
Scripture: Revelation 7:9-17 
 

We cannot truly listen to, act or love all of God’s 
children if we do not also affirm how God sees all of 
us. And through affirming one another in all our  
fullness, God becomes more fully revealed to and 
known by us.  
 
            Continued above...         

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

I hope that you will join us for this important series.  
Our world seems to be splitting more than it is  
coming together.  Let’s see if we can learn how to 
change that!   
 
Worship will take place each Sunday at 9:30am.  If 
you are joining us in the sanctuary, please help keep 
everyone safe and healthy by wearing a mask.  If 
you’re unable or not ready to join us in person, the 
service will be available online via the live stream at 
9:30am on Sunday, or any time after that through 
the recording that can be found on our church  
website.   
 
I’ll See You in Worship- 
Pastor Chad 

Core Team Corner:  The Core Team met on Monday, August 22.  The main topic of discussion was church 
finances.  Please see the table below as well as the financial update from Deanna Hawkins on page 7 of this 
newsletter, or visit the website at:  https://htumc.org/core-team/. The next Core Team meeting is scheduled 
for Monday, September 20th at 6:30pm. 

https://htumc.org/core-team/
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Good Days 

When you hear the words “the good old days,” you 
might think of a time when things appeared to be 
simpler, or calmer than they seem now. You might 
remember a time when you were less fearful or felt 
more in control of your destiny. I remember a  
conversation with an older gentleman who fondly 
remembered the good old days when he went off to 
work and came back to a hot dinner and a freshly 
cleaned home.  At the time of our conversation, his 
wife had already passed on, but I wonder what her 
impression was of those same days. A lot of what 
was good about his memories involved quite a bit of 
effort on her part that he may not even have been 
aware of.  

I think when we begin to plan for what we want or 
need in the future we often oversimplify what has 
happened in the past. I have heard, “I don’t know 
why we don’t just do it the way we used to, back in 
the good old days…” and “Back then, we did (this) 
and everyone loved it.” We should look at what has 
worked in the past and why it worked, and try to 
apply it where we can, but we also must consider 
that past successes worked in the context of the 
people who participated and led, and in the greater 
context of the community and times they lived in. 
We should remember, learn from and be grateful 
for the good old days, but we should not yearn for 
them. We have important things ahead to attend to.  

We are creating someone else’s “good old days.” 
And we aren’t just doing it for fun. Whenever  
people think of “good old days” in a church context, 
it involves feeling accepted and encouraged. It  
usually has to do with laughter and at its best,  
insight into our connection with God and with the 
people of God. A thriving connection within a  
Christian church community gives hope, inspires 
courage, strengthens faith and sets a foundation 
that extends God’s love out into the world. The 
beauty of creating the “good old days” situation for 
the next generation is that we can also experience 
THESE days as “good,” even if they are different. 

To ensure that people will continue to have “good 
old days” to look back on, we must decide what it is 
we care about.  
            Continued above... 

Children, Youth and Family... 

On a “normal” year Christian education for children 
on Sunday mornings and Vacation Bible School  
curriculum and materials can cost $3,000 and many 
hours of staff and volunteer time. During the  
pandemic we cut these costs way back, but there is 
a limit on how little we can get by with. STORM 
camp for youth this year was scaled back to one day 
which was a huge cost savings, but greatly  
diminished the impact of the event. STORM typically 
costs $250 per student for a week and a considera-
ble amount of staff time to organize and execute. 
The Event which has been a very popular and  
energizing retreat for our middle school and high 
school kids is another example involving cost per 
student and staff/volunteer time. Other camps, 
Third Grade Bible Day, Easter breakfast, highway 
cleanup, bonfires, Third Wednesday Gatherings, the 
Children’s Christmas Program and Bible Boot Camp 
are events that are old, new or long-standing touch-
stones for our families. Maybe we don’t need to do 
them all, but if we want any of them as part of our 
Holy Trinity experience, if we value them as ways of 
being in service to each other and to God, then we 
need a plan to support them with our time, or with 
our money, or both.  

Cutting back kids & family staff hours (one very real 
possibility looking at the balance of future spending 
versus income) saves money but demands an  
increase in volunteer leadership to sustain even 
basic activities. Years ago we did Sunday school, 
VBS, and some other events without paid staff; it 
could be possible to do it again with dedicated  
leaders even in our current context of busy  
schedules and competing demands. We did without 
social media and with a limited website for a long 
time also. It has been a very long time since we had 
to manage with a reduced music staff, or office staff, 
or a part time pastor. Any of these changes are  
possible and might ultimately be necessary if we are 
to continue as a church body. We must name what 
it is that makes this community good, and then we 
must show up for it and support it however we can. 
Wherever there are good people working together 
for the glory of God, following the teachings of  
Jesus, there are good days to be had. These good 
days lie ahead of us. We can have faith that God’s 
plan for the church is a good one, we just need to 
live out our faith to see it happen. 
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 Mission Corner... 

Thank you for donating $810 to Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center during the month of July.   

Your donations will help purchase much needed 
supplies in response to local, national and  

international disasters.  

Mission:  UMCOR comes alongside those who 
suffer from natural or human-caused disasters – be 
it famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other 
events—to alleviate suffering and to be a source of 
help and hope for those left most vulnerable. They 
provide relief, response and long-term recovery 
grants when these events overwhelm a communi-
ty’s ability to recover on their own. UMCOR also 
provides technical support and training for partners 
to address emerging and ongoing issues related to 
disaster relief, recovery, and long-term health and 
development.  

Recent Headlines: 

UMCOR supports Afghans in need:  In collaboration 
with long-standing partners, UMCOR is providing 
humanitarian relief and is prepared to assist with 
refugee resettlement.  

Standing with Haiti amid quake and storm:   United 
Methodists are working with longtime partners in 
Haiti to respond after a 7.2-magnitude earthquake 
and as a major storm approaches.   

In addition to monetary donations, please  
consider donating full-size toothpaste—one of 
UMCOR’s greatest needs at this time. 

September Mission Of The Month Don Hartley Memorial Garden 

 
As of 8/26/21, 732 pounds of produce and herbs 
have been donated to the CAP agency food shelf. 

Thank you to our gardeners (and those donating 
from their personal gardens) for your dedication  

to this important ministry. 

Don Hartley 

Memorial Garden 

Food, Fellowship & FUNdraising 
September 20 from 4-8pm 

Davanni’s in Savage 
Come support the Costa Rica Mission Team! 
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Please mark your calendar for the Costa Rica Mission 
Team’s last big fundraiser which starts on Sunday, 
September 12th.  They will be starting a weeklong 
silent auction at church that day.  They hope you all 
can help support this event by bidding on the great 
stuff they have there.  Also, if you have items to  
donate to the auction, they would be much  
appreciated.  Please reach out to Maia Caldwell at 
612-618-8230 if you have something to contribute. 

Church Announcements... 

UMW  
(United Methodist 

Women) for September 

SPECIAL EVENT DINNER 
Tuesday, September 14th at 6pm 

Fong’s Restaurant, 4770 Pleasant St SE, Prior Lake 
All women of the church are invited to attend. 
Dinner is at 6pm & will be at your own expense. 

A speaker from Passageways in Prior Lake  
will follow dinner.  Passageways provides  

emergency shelter, housing, and supportive  
services programs for sex-trafficked youth. 

Please contact Sharon Dougherty with your  
reservation by September 10. 

(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103). 

Silent Auction 

September 12 

Trinity Readers 
Tuesday, September 28 

1:30pm at the Parsonage   

If you  enjoy reading and discussing books,  
please join us! We often use the library book club 

kit so copies of the book are available.    
The book for September will be chosen at the  
August 31 meeting.  Please contact the church 

office (office@htumc.org) for more information. 

HTUMC Social Justice Team 

Engaging our community  

and building relationships 

John Wesley, founder of the Methodist movement, 
said, “Indeed nothing can be more sure than that 
true Christianity cannot exist without both the  
inward experience and outward practice of justice, 
mercy, and truth.”   The role of our church’s Social 
Justice Team is to use our faith and aspirations to 
identify areas where we can practice justice,  
mercy, and truth through advocacy, education, and 
outreach.  The Team will initiate a ministry  
focusing on social and racial justice, so that our  
community can promote and experience equity,  
access, participation, and equal rights for all. 

The members of this Team have a vision to learn, 
reflect, and create action plans that make a  
difference and support healing racial and social  
inequities.  We believe the pursuit of justice, mercy, 
and truth through advocacy, education, and out-
reach parallel the example of Jesus Christ.  As God’s 
beloved children, we stand for Social Justice for all. 

The Social Justice Team will meet monthly,  
beginning September 30. 

The Team welcomes any 
church or community 
member with a desire to 
work towards justice for 
all.  Please contact Sharon 
Saunders (612-875-3347/
sd.saunders8@gmail.com) 
or Pastor Chad  
(952-356-4616/
pastor@htumc.org) if  
interested or for more  
information. 

New Member Sunday 

September 26 

Please contact Pastor Chad (pastor@htumc.org)  
if you are interested in joining the church.  

mailto:sdsrdougherty@gmail.com
mailto:office@htumc.org
mailto:pastor@htumc.org
mailto:pastor@htumc.org
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 Church Announcements... 

Don’t Miss Rally Sunday 

Sunday, September 12 

Worship Service at 9:30am 

Sunday School for K-4  
during worship 

Please join us for Rally Sunday as we kick off the fall 
season with worship and Sunday School at 9:30am.   
Cinnamon rolls made in our brick bread oven and 
coffee/juice will be served outside after the service. 

New For Youth! 
Are you a youth thinking about getting a job (or a 

better job) or going to college? Do you have enough 
on your resume to get you in? Are you interested in 

getting some useful experience and a solid  
reference while having fun and eating snacks 

in a setting that will help you grow ethically and 
spiritually? Join Lynnette and some other youth in a 
yet-to-be-named program focusing on learning how 

effective people think, act, connect and grow.  
Contact Lynnette (kidsandfamilies@htumc.org) to 

find out when and where to get involved! 

Wednesday 

September 22 

7:00pm 

If you're looking for a mid-week worship opportunity, 
look no further!  We will gather outdoors (bring your 
own lawn chair or blanket to sit on) Wednesday,  
September 22 at 7pm for a brief time of worship. We  
will sing together, pray together, and share in a time 
of devotions.  This service will last approximately 45 
minutes and is open to everyone.  There will be time 
and space following the service for those who wish to 
stay for informal conversation and fellowship.   
Join us --- and bring a friend!  

Infants, Toddlers 
and PreK 
(in person) 

THIS WILL BE OFFERED ONCE LEADERS 
ARE SCHEDULED 
Sundays 9:30-10:30 
Music and play in the nursery during the  
worship hour. 
  

K-4th grade 
(in person, or at 
home option) 

Sundays 9:30-10:30 
Begin with worship in the sanctuary, then 
after children’s time, meet for Sunday 
school in classrooms 1 & 2 (by the  
parking lot entrance) 
  

5th & 6th grade 
(in person + 
Zoom) 

Sundays 10:30-11:00 
After church, have a 
snack and check in 
with leaders in  
classroom 3 (next to 
Lynnette’s office.) 
  
Other activities as 
scheduled 
  

5th-12th grades 
learn a little 
something 
doing 
Worship Notes 
4 The Win, and 
add your name 
for each week 
of notes com-
pleted for a 
chance to win 
the prize of 
the month! 
September’s 
prize is a large 
Domino’s piz-
za! If you are 
doing this 
from home, 
use the pdf on 
the website 
and send a pic 
of the com-
pleted notes 
to Lynnette at 
651-492-8188. 

7th-12th grades Sunday morning  
worship, and other 
events as scheduled. 

Sunday School This Fall 
See the table below for the what and when. Please 

let me know via this Sign Up Genius if we can expect 
your K-4th graders for Rally Sunday or any other  

Sunday this fall! This helps us prepare the space and 
be sure we have enough supplies. If you have any 

new information (contact updates, change in health 
or allergies we should be aware of) please contact 

Lynnette at kidsandfamilies@htumc.org. 

mailto:kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
https://htumc.org/education/children-youth-education/
https://htumc.org/education/children-youth-education/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0A44A4A623A5FD0-count
mailto:kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
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 Core Team Financial Update... 

I’ve been at Holy Trinity for almost 30 years now – I 
joined the church just before Pastor Ed Stevens  
retired and Pastor Ron Nicholas took the reins.  
Over the years, like so many of you, I have served 
the church in various capabilities.  Todd Loose  
invited me to join the Trustees in 1993, and Dorothy 
Nicholas invited me to teach middle school youth.  I 
soon realized I was not well-suited to either role.  I 
shifted to Outreach which has always been my  
passion, and I began teaching my daughter’s pre-
school Sunday School class – I followed her through 
7th grade and then stayed there for many years – I 
had found my groove.   

Over the years, I was part of the leadership team at 
various points.  Every year that team would set a 
budget, collect pledges that were never quite 
enough to cover the budget, and yet we always  
ended up “in the black” at the end of the year – we 
called it a “faith budget”.  We didn’t take out debt 
to pay our bills, and we rarely went to the  
congregation asking for more.  It worked and we got 
comfortable. 

Well, things have gotten tougher for us financially 
over the past couple of years.  Even before COVID, 
we were anticipating a split in the global United 
Methodist Church and lost the support of some 
members.  Then COVID hit eighteen months ago. 
We had to shift to online worship very quickly and 
have since struggled to keep our members fully  
engaged in the life of the church.  This has led to 
further reductions in giving. 

The Core Team has been monitoring the situation 
for over a year, hoping that it would improve once 
we were back to in-person worship.  We have cut 
unnecessary spending and agreed to dip into  
reserves to maintain our current level of staffing 
and programming.  After all, if a pandemic isn’t  
reason enough to dip into the “rainy day funds”, 
what is?  The Core Team agreed that we would not 
let our reserves balance drop below two months of 
operating costs (about $60,000).  

       Continued above... 

So here is our current situation: 

 In 2020, after receiving $35,000 of one-time 
COVID relief funds, we barely covered our  
expenses. 

 In the first seven months of this year, we have 
used $35,000 from reserves to cover operating 
costs. 

 We currently have about $50,000 available in 
reserves to cover operating costs.  At the current 
rate, we will go through that by the end of this 
year. 

 To be clear, we are not drawing on designated 
funds, such as the Building fund, memorials, or 
mission giving to pay for operating costs.  

We share this information with you for a few  
reasons: 

 We wish to be transparent with you – you 
should be aware of this situation. 

 We wish to assure you that we are considering 
all our options for balancing our budget.  This 
includes: 

  ~Increased giving 
  ~Reduced spending 
 We wish to make you aware that, without an 

increase in giving, we may have to make some 
very difficult cuts in programming to reduce our 
spending. 

 We ask that you support us in prayer as we seek 
to discern what God would have us do. 

This is a tough situation for all of us.  The Core Team 
takes very seriously its responsibility to manage the 
resources of our congregation and to provide God-
inspired programming through worship, outreach, 
fellowship, education, and family-focused ministries.  
We will provide you monthly updates after each 
Core Team meeting.  In the meantime, please reach 
out to Pastor Chad or one of the Core Team  
members listed below if you have any questions. 

Thank you and God bless, 

Deanna Hawkins—Core Team Chair 

Core Team Members: 
Carol Ottoson   Brad Wahl 
Collan Zehnder  Jeff Erlandson 
Tanya Alemu   Lynnette Dobberpuhl 
 



8 

 

              Sun              Mon              Tue               Wed            Thur         Fri        Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 

9:30am Indoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
 

7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

  

  
 
 

 

 
 

9:30am Indoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

  
 
 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 

 

 
 

  
  
 
  

  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

 
 
 

  
      
9:30am Indoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 

  

 
 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
4-8 FFF Davanni’s 
6:30pm Core Team 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

 

 
 
7:00pm Outdoor 
Worship 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

 

 
  
 
 

   
 

9:30am Indoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
New Member Sunday 

 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 
 

 
 

 

1:30pm Trinity  
              Readers 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

5            6               7              8               9            10          11 

26      27         28    29       30       

                           1           2             3          4 

19       20              21          22             23       24     25 

12         13              14              15              16      17         18 

Calendar Subject to Change 

 
 
 

 

6:00pm UMW @ 
Fong’s, PL 

Social Justice 
Team Meeting 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  9:30am Inside the Sanctuary 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


