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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“Stop Being Nice” 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kind-
ness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  
There is no law against such things.”  Galatians 5:22-23 
 
“Stop being nice,” you say?  That’s not a very preacher-ly 
thing to suggest!   
 
We’re all likely to be familiar with the phrase “Minnesota 
nice.”  It’s that idea that we have to wave at everyone as 
we pass them on the road, even if it’s just a ‘lift your  
pointer finger off of the steering wheel’ kind of wave.  Or 
when we pass by on the sidewalk, we almost automatically 
say, “How are you?” even if we keep walking and don’t 
wait for an actual response. 
 
Have you ever put on a fake smile or been “politically  
correct” to avoid conflict? We’ve all been in that moment 
when a person was “being nice” to us, but it didn’t feel 
nice. As we begin this new sermon series, we’re going to 
commit to going deeper than simply being nice to one  
another. 
 
September 26: Be Kind (New Member Sunday) 
Ephesians 4:29-32 
Being nice and being kind are two different things. Being 
nice comes across on the surface, but kindness comes out 
of the depths of our hearts. To be kind is a reflection of 
God’s action. 
 
         
           Continued on next page... 
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October 3: Be Joyful (World Communion Sunday) 
John 15:1-11 
There is a difference between happiness and joy. 
Happiness tends to happen to us, while joy is a 
choice we make and a way of being in the world. 
While happiness is based on circumstances; joy is an 
assurance of God with us. 
 
October 10: Be Peaceful 
Philippians 4:4-9 
Peace is not the absence of conflict. Biblical peace 
stems from shalom, finding harmony between  
people. We are called to be peacemakers in a  
divided world. Peace is an action which requires us 
to seek justice and harmony. 
 
October 17: Be Loving 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
Love sounds like a mushy, fluffy word; but real love 
is anything but touchy-feely. While the Bible’s  
famous passage about love (1 Corinthians 13) may 
be read often at weddings, the writer was really  
trying to capture the depth and struggle to love  
fully. We’ll wrap up “Stop Being Nice” by doing the 
hard work of really loving others.  
 
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30am for worship, 
in-person or online.  Remember, all are welcome, so 
invite a friend or two.   
 
I’ll See You in Church- 
Pastor Chad 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

We are all probably familiar with the old Halloween 
tradition of kids going house-to-house, ringing the 
doorbell, yelling “Trick or treat,” and getting candy 
or another kind of goodie before going on to the 
next house. 

If you’re into celebrating Halloween, it’s a fun  
tradition.  But it can be tiring, walking up and down 
the block(s).  And it can be a little dangerous, having 
to cross streets while cars are whizzing down the 
road, or walking down an unfamiliar street as dark 
approaches. 

Several years ago, some brilliant person came up 
with a new Halloween tradition:  “Trunk or Treat.”  
What is “Trunk or Treat” you ask?  It’s when a 
bunch of parents/adults band together, typically 
in a quiet parking lot, deck out their trunks with  
Halloween decorations, and let the neighborhood 
kids meander from car to car, collecting a treat at 
each stop. 

We’d love to offer this new tradition to the kids in 
our church and neighborhood.  But we need your 
help.  We are looking for adults who would be  
willing to open up and decorate their trunk (or 
hatchback, or truck bed) and hand out candy to 
kids from 4:00-5:30pm on Sunday, October 31 in 
the church parking lot.  I’m going to be there with 
my truck.  Won’t you join me in giving our kids a 
safe, fun alternative to trick or treating? 

We need to hear from you if you are interested by 
October 7 so that we know if we have enough  
volunteers to move ahead with the planning.  Call 
(952-447-2990) or email (office@htumc.org) the 
church office to let us know you’re coming. 

If you have any questions, please contact Tina, 
Lynnette, or Pastor Chad. 

mailto:office@htumc.org
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                Valley of Shadow 

The two pictures above were taken at about 5:30 
p.m. on a beautiful September day in Spearfish  
Canyon. The first photo shows the hazy light remain-
ing above the mountains as the sun dipped beyond 
them in the west, and the other photo shows the 
last gleam the sun cast on the eastern canyon wall, 
a sharp contrast to the shadow creeping higher with 
every minute. If you were standing on that sunlit 
ridge you would bask in the glow and see the sun’s 
full beauty and power for a little longer, but the  
valley had already been in shadow for some time.  

It takes energy to live in the shadow. You bundle up 
against the early arriving chill, heat up with a fire, or 
a furnace or a hot cup of tea, and turn on the lights 
to see better even as the topmost peaks blaze in the 
sunlight. I don’t mind the short days in the shadow 
of the canyon; a beautiful ecosystem of plants and 
animals thrive here that could not survive the high 
places. A creek, which for millenia has been carving 
this canyon is here in the deepest place, flashing its 
own light and talking to itself in many voices. But it 
is good to be able to get out onto the flatlands with 
sky all around sometimes too. Standing by the creek 
and looking up at the reflected sunlight, you realize 
how deep the valley of the shadow is. Five hundred 
feet nearly straight up is hard climbing, and the  
valley extends miles in either direction. 

Psalm 23 talks about the times when we walk in the 
valley of the shadow of death, when we need fear 
no evil because God is with us.            
            Continued above... 

Children, Youth and Family... 

When we are not in a valley (metaphorical or literal) 
it can be hard to remember how it feels to be in the 
depths. When we are oppressed by darkness it can 
be hard not to compare ourselves to those who 
seem to be living easy in the light, and can be hard 
to imagine a way through to a time when we  
ourselves will emerge into that light. In darkness, 
when it is hard to see, we must sometimes  
surrender our own understanding of how it will all 
work out, and rely on faith in God-with-us. The light 
of God is always reaching for us, and is all around 
us, even if we can’t see or feel it. God knows where 
we are, how we are doing, and loves us and is with 
us through all of it. God doesn’t expect us to  
produce perfect (Instagrammable) sunlit lives; God 
asks us to give up illusions of perfection and control 
and to choose to have faith that God will see us 
through the wilderness.  

Like most simple sounding things, this is extremely 
difficult. We are all trying to control risk of being in 
(or appearing to be in) darkness by managing how 
we look, our health, our bank accounts, our social 
groups, our words and our actions. Many things we 
can control, but there are a great many things we 
cannot no matter how hard we try. When the  
darkness hits, it helps if we already have been  
practicing seeking God and learning how to trust. 
Are you wondering how to do this? Would you like 
to work on this on your own or with others? We 
have ways to do that, and can offer you resources or 
connections to help you out. Are you shivering in 
the shadow right now? Give yourself some grace 
and set down the burden of pretending everything 
is fine. Ask God to show you the next step. Ask for 
help from someone you trust. Keep praying. And, 
extend kindness wherever you can because you 
never know who is walking in their own valley right 
now. 

 
Lynnette Dobberpuhl 

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator 
kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 

651-492-8188  
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 Core Team and Mission Corner... 

Your donations to CAP helped ensure students in 
our community had the materials they needed to  

successfully begin the new school year.  
Your donations to SVA will help provide victims of  
domestic violence and their families with support, 

referrals, protection and advocacy.  

About FMSC 
 
Every year, millions of children die from preventable 
causes such as pneumonia, diarrhea, malaria and 
undernutrition. Hunger is still causing nearly half of 
deaths in children under 5 years old. From this data, 
we estimate at least 6,200 children die each day 
from causes related to undernutrition. 

Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) believes hope 
starts with food. As a Christian nonprofit, FMSC is 
dedicated to seeing every child whole in body and 
spirit. FMSC works with food distribution partners 
that stay with communities for the long haul, em-
powering them to move from relief to development. 

FMSC meals are developed by food science and  
nutrition professionals to supplement nutritional 
needs and reduce problems with malnutrition.  
Nutrition allows children to grow, thrive and  
develop to their full potential. 

October Mission Of The Month 

Don Hartley Memorial Garden 

 
As of 9/21/21, 1215 pounds of produce and herbs 
have been donated to the CAP agency food shelf. 

Thank you to our gardeners (and those donating 
from their personal gardens) for your dedication  

to this important ministry. 

Don Hartley 

Memorial Garden 

Thank you for donating $317.50 
as well as backpacks and school  

supplies to CAP Project   
Student Success and $753.50 to 

Southern Valley Alliance  
during the month of August. 

The Core Team met on September 20th. Highlights of 
the conversation include: 
 
 A financial review shows increased giving in  

August, primarily from two large one-time  
contributions, which covered all expenses for 
the month.  Please see the financial update on 
page 6 of this newsletter.  The Finance Team will 
review contribution trending to better under-
stand what to expect over the coming year, as 
ministry teams prepare for 2022 budgeting. 

 
 We had great participation on Rally Sunday with 

a full sanctuary (over 100 people) and the kick-
off of Sunday School for the youth.  The Chancel 
choir will sing on the first and third Sundays, and 
the Bell Choir will perform one of the other  
Sundays each month.  Fellowship will remain 
outdoors for now. 

 
 The Bread Oven Ministry team will be doing a 

pizza bake as a fundraiser for the Costa Rica  
Mission Team on October 9th.  Many volunteers 
are needed/requested to help with this effort. 
 

Visit the website at: https://htumc.org/core-team/ 
for full meeting minutes. The next Core Team 
meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 18th at 
6:30 pm. 

Core Team Corner 

https://htumc.org/core-team/
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Confirmation Classes 
Grades 7 & 8 

Wednesdays, October 6 & 20 
6:30pm-7:30pm 
at the Parsonage 

Church Announcements... 

UMW  
(United Methodist 

Women) for October 

Tuesday, October 12th at 4:00pm 
Gathering Space: Fellowship Hall 

We will be joined by a representative from The Link 
(Passageways) to tell us about their housing,  
community and counseling program for sex-

trafficked youth.  All women are invited to join this 
casual group for fellowship, a brief devotional and 
prayer and to ponder God’s presence in our lives. 

We’d love to have you join us! 
Please contact Sharon Dougherty if you have any 

questions (sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or  
612-280-2103). 

Trinity Readers 
Tuesday, October 26 

1:30pm at the Parsonage   

If you enjoy reading and discussing books,  
please join us! We often use the library book club 

kit so copies of the book are available.   

The book for October: 
Eleanor: A Spiritual Biography by Harold Ivan Smith 

(A UMW Book for Leadership Development) 

 More than fifty years after her death. Eleanor  
Roosevelt is remembered as a formidable First  

Lady and tireless social activist.  Often overlooked 
however, is her deep and inclusive spirituality. Her 

personal faith was shaped by reading the New  
Testament in her youth, giving her a Jesus-centered 

spirituality that fueled her commitment to civil 
rights, women's rights and the rights of all "little 

people" marginalized in American society. 

Please contact Sara Modders if you have any  
questions sbmplmn.younts@gmail.com  

HTUMC Social Justice Team 

Engaging our community  

and building relationships 

The role of our church’s Social Justice Team is to use 
our faith and aspirations to identify areas where we 
can practice justice, mercy, and truth through  
advocacy, education, and outreach.  The Team will 
initiate a ministry focusing on social and racial  
justice, so that our community can promote and  
experience equity, access, participation, and equal 
rights for all. 

The members of this Team have a vision to learn, 
reflect, and create action plans that make a  
difference and support healing racial and social  
inequities.  We believe the pursuit of justice, mercy, 
and truth through advocacy, education, and out-
reach parallel the example of Jesus Christ.  As God’s 
beloved children, we stand for Social Justice for all. 

The Social Justice Team will meet monthly  The next 
meeting is planned for Thursday, Oct. 28 at 6:30pm. 

The Team welcomes any church or community 
member with a desire to work towards justice for 
all.  Please contact Sharon Saunders  
(612-875-3347/sd.saunders8@gmail.com) or  
Pastor Chad (952-356-4616/pastor@htumc.org) if 
interested or for more information. 

Lakefront Bible Study 

October 5 & 19 @ 1:00pm 

Lakefront Plaza Party Room 

Current Study:  You Were Made For 
This Moment by Max Lucado 

Are you weary from your challenges, 
wounded by your battles, or worried 
your world is spinning out of control? 
Have the struggles pilfered the life 
out of your life? If so, the book of 
Esther brings welcome news: Relief 
will come!  

This study is open to all members and friends of 
the church.  Participants should order and  

purchase their own book.    

mailto:sbmplmn.younts@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@htumc.org
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 Church Announcements... 

Holy Trinity UMW has Three District Officers 

Five districts comprise the Minnesota Conference of 
United Methodist Women (UMW).  Our Holy Trinity 
unit is in the River Valley District.  There are various 
district and conference gatherings throughout the 
year that members and district officers attend. 

At this fall’s RVD Annual Gathering held  
recently, Nancy Iverson and Liz Weninger, were 
installed to join the RVD’s Leadership Team in 2022.   
Sharon Dougherty has been on the leadership team 
for 2 years and will continue in her position of  
Communications Coordinator (editor of The Link, 
the district newsletter) in 2022.  Nancy’s areas will 
be Resource Manager (collects the lists from  
women who have read books from the UMW  
Reading Program & issues certificates to honor their 
accomplishments; she may also do book reviews) / 
Education & Interpretation (shows how the local 
pledges are used on the District, Conference,  
National & International levels).  Liz’s area will be 
Spiritual Growth (delivers spiritual messages at our 
district gatherings).  Congratulations, Ladies!  

Sunday, October 3 

United Methodists celebrate on specific days to 
unite and make clear the commitment of the church 
as the people of God, and to give everyone the  
opportunity to contribute to special programs  
approved and supported by the Church. 

Your gifts on World Communion Sunday support 
scholarships for students around the world.  We are 
called to reach out to all people and model the  
diversity of all God’s children.  Your gifts support 
racial and ethnic students in achieving their educa-
tional goals while also transforming communities.  
Fifty percent of the offering provides scholarships 
for graduate students from the U.S. and other  
countries.  Thirty-five percent supports ethnic  
scholarships for undergraduate students.  Fifteen 
percent funds In-Service Training Programs for racial 
and ethnic persons. 

Special Sunday giving envelopes for World  
Communion Sunday can be found next to the  
collection baskets for this additional offering. 
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United Methodist Women’s Reading Program 

 

Hello Readers! 

 

Our United Methodist Women (UMW) unit invites you to read with us.  UMW has a cherished United 

Methodist Women tradition called The Reading Program.  It encourages us to think critically about current 

issues through an annual selection of member-reviewed books. It offers an excellent opportunity to  

deepen your spirituality and to broaden your understanding of our mission work.  Reading Program books 

are divided into five categories and are available for people of all ages and reading levels.  These categories 

are Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, Social Action, and Spiritual 

Growth.  From captivating novels, heartfelt biographies, to urgent messages about issues such as climate 

change and mass incarceration, there’s something for everyone. 

 

How does The Reading Program work? 

To participate, select at least one book from each category and start reading!  As you read, also include 

reading the bimonthly response magazine and then track your progress using The Reading Program  

reporting form.  When you submit the Report of Completion Requirements, you will receive a Certificate of 

Recognition by the United Methodist Women.  Send or drop off your completed form to Nancy Iverson 

(undothree@gmail.com or 612-747-1630).  Books should be read & your form completed by March 1, 

2022.  Earning your certificate is just one way to show what you’ve gained from The Reading Program.   

 

How do I know which books are part of The Reading Program?   

Stop at our Church Library to take a look at the binder titled “United Methodist Women 2021-2022  

Reading Program”.  For 2021-2022, participants can read books from the 2016 through 2022 reading lists.   

 

Where can I find the books?   

Our River Valley District of UMW has a Lending Library.  The books are available for your use – please  

request them!  Check out the list of books available (list located in our Church Library).  Directions on how 

to obtain these books from the RVD Lending Librarian are included on the book list.   

Some of the books may be available in the UMW section of our HTUMC Church Library.   

You may also obtain The Reading Program books through school and public 

libraries, local independent bookstores, franchises of larger book chains or on 

the internet.  Most of The Reading Program books can also be found for read-

ing electronically on your Kindle tablet or other devices.   

 

What if I have questions about The Reading Program? 

Contact Nancy Iverson at undothree@gmail.com or 612-747-1630.   

mailto:undothree@gmail.com
mailto:undothree@gmail.com
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9:30am Indoor  
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9:30 Sunday School 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
 

7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
1:00pm Lakefront 
             Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
 
5:00pm Bells 
6:30pm 7th/8th 
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7:00pm Choir 
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9:30am Indoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 

  

 
 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
6:30pm Core Team 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

  

 
1:00pm Lakefront 
             Bible Study 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

 

 
 
 

5:00pm Bells 
6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation 
7:00pm Choir 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

 

 
  
 
 

   
 

9:30am Indoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 
31 
9:30am Indoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
4-5:30 Trunk or Treat 

 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 
 

 
 

 

1:30pm Trinity  
              Readers 
 
 
 

 
  
 

 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 
 

 
 
 
5:00pm Bells 
7:00pm Choir 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm Social 
Justice Meeting 
 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

3            4               5              6               7             8          9  

24      25         26    27       28       29          30  

                                                    1           2 

17       18              19           20              21       22     23 

10         11              12              13              14      15         16 

Calendar Subject to Change 

 
 
 

 
 
 
5:00pm Bells 
7:00pm Choir 

4:00pm UMW  
Fellowship Hall 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  9:30am Inside the Sanctuary 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


