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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“Vision” 

Dreams…we all have them.  They’re the product of a deep, 
usually satisfying sleep, and they often relate to something 
that has just happened, or something that we’re  
anticipating.  A recurring dream I often had as a younger 
preacher was showing up for worship and realizing I was 
wearing two different colored socks or shoes, or that I had 
forgotten my sermon notes at home and had to borrow 
the sound board’s “script.”  But dreams are usually just 
that, something from our imagination that replays or  
previews something from real life. 

Visions, I believe, are something much more.  Visions are 
usually God-given.  I remember how my grandfather who 
had been a United Methodist pastor had passed away  
before I had made my decision to go into the ministry.  I 
was often saddened by the fact that he was never able to 
hear me preach.  But one night I had a very clear vision.  It 
was of my grandfather dropping his crutches (he was 
afflicted with polio for much of his adult life) and running 
to me in the courtyard at St. Cloud State University.  This 
place is significant because that’s where I was ordained, 
and in my vision I had just gone through the service of  
ordination.  Seeing my grandfather run to me was an  
affirmation from God that he does, in fact, hear me 
preach, and that he is with me always. 

Visions are important to pay attention to.  Again, I believe 
they’re God-given, which lends them significance and  
importance.  Visions can come to individuals, and they can 
come to a group of people, like a church. 
         
 
           Continued on next page... 
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I believe that the leaders of Holy Trinity United 
Methodist Church have received a common vision.  
It is a vision of diversity and inclusivity.  It is a vision 
where the people in our church are representative 
of the people in our neighborhood and the  
surrounding community.  Look carefully around  
Prior Lake and the surrounding communities and 
you will see: 

 Women and men of all ages 
 People who are native to the US as well as  

recent immigrants 
 People who are wealthy, middle class, and  

struggling to make ends meet 
 Gays and lesbians, bisexual and transgendered 

individuals, and those who are questioning their 
orientation and identification 

 People who live in $1 million + dollar homes, 
and people who don’t have a place to call their 
permanent home 

 Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Jewish people, and 
people of other different faith traditions, some 
of them quite active, others less.  You’ll even 
find some “nones” (people who claim no  
spiritual affiliation). 

Are you surprised that there is so much diversity in 
our little city?  Perhaps we’ve gotten so used to 
spending time with the same group of people that 
we haven’t been witness to “others” who have 
moved in.   

If we at Holy Trinity Church are serious about a  
vision of diversity and inclusivity, then we must 
begin by stepping out of our comfortable, familiar 
surroundings and visit the less frequented places.  
Go to a different restaurant on Friday night, shop at 
the “other” grocery store, spend time in the local 
small businesses instead of the big box stores,  
actually mail a letter from the post office instead of 
writing an email.   

Part of our vision includes two new initiatives  
designed to help us get to know our neighbors and 
begin building relationships with them. 

1. Church/School Partnership – we hope to  
develop a relationship with one of the  
elementary schools in our community.  We will 
learn about the needs of both students and staff 
and interact with those needs as we are able.   

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

Your donations will help UMCOR come alongside 
those who suffer from natural or human-caused  

disasters – be it famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire 
or other events—to alleviate suffering and to be a 

source of help and hope for those left most  
vulnerable.  

Don Hartley Memorial Garden 

 
As of 10/19, 1918 pounds of produce and herbs 

have been donated to the CAP agency food shelf. 

Thank you to our gardeners (and those donating 
from their personal gardens) for your dedication  

to this important ministry. 

Thank you for donating $1,160.00  
plus 20 tubes of toothpaste to UMCOR  

during the month of September. 

      In helping to meet needs we will meet people,  
      and as we meet people we will be able to  
      demonstrate (through actions, not words) the  
       love of Jesus. 
2.   Community Education – ELL (English Language  
       Learner) Support – we will offer space in our  
       building to host Community Education ELL  
       classes, and volunteers will be able to tutor/ 
       mentor students as needed.  Through the  
       establishment of relationships, additional needs  
       may be identified that the church may be able  
       to support and assist with.   

Jesus did his most effective work through one-on-
one relationships.  If we are going to become more 
Christ-like, this seems to be the way to begin.   

If these new initiatives interest you, please talk to 
me and I’ll be happy to put you on the list of  
volunteers.  It’s going to take more than one person 
to realize these visions, so pray about where God is 
leading you to do your part.  Remember, we is 
greater than me. 

Peace, 
Pastor Chad 
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                Trolls I Have Known 

We have heard a lot about the internet trolls who 
twist facts and say offensive, scathing things to bully 
others and get attention. I read some really mean 
troll-like comments on Facebook recently and  
noticed they seemed familiar, as if someone had 
spoken to me like that. Who had been so mean to 
me, calling out my faults, pointing out failures from 
my past, twisting everything I did to make me look 
bad? I realized it was my “inner critic,” the voice in 
my head that never seems to get tired of putting me 
down. 

We all have inner critics. At their best, they prompt 
us to do better. But they can go way overboard,  
imprisoning us in a loop of negative feedback. My 
inner critic/troll likes play and replay the worst  
comments other people have made about me.  
Originally a lot of these comments came out of  
misunderstandings or were exaggerations and 
sometimes even lies. Knowing the comments  
weren’t completely true doesn’t keep them from 
stinging when I remember them, however. Worse, 
the inner critic elaborates on that feedback and 
makes it personal, turning “You need to work harder 
on this thing,” into “You are a lazy person,” or 
switching “This thing you did is not what I asked 
for,” to “Your stuff is bad,” or blowing up a simple 
correction to “You are wrong and stupid.” Even if no 
one ever said that out loud, I can still hear it in my 
head and in the voices of people I care about, or 
people in authority, or sometimes even church or 
God to add power to the lie. I wonder how many 
people have stopped feeling they are loved because 
of a false voice inside their own head.  

So what do we do about this? The trolls seem  
tireless and powerful, but I can reduce how  
harassed they make me feel by applying a few rules 
to our interactions: 

 Consider the source: any condemning message 
you were given originally came from a person 
who is also flawed, and definitely doesn’t know 
the real, whole you. Who does have authority 
over you? If you are a Christian then it would be 
Jesus, and there is no condemnation for those in 
Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). Tell your inner troll 
THAT.           Continued above... 

Children, Youth and Family... 

 Set down the past: if you are carrying the weight 
of criticism from long ago it is time to apply an 
expiration date. Was the criticism invalid? Reject 
it, drop it and dust off your hands (repeat if  
necessary.) Did you in fact earn the criticism? 
Give yourself five minutes to feel bad, then  
resolve to do better. If your inner critic brings it 
up again, remember that if you are in Christ, you 
are a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17.) Claim 
that and reclaim that as often as needed. 

 Remember who you ARE: you are a child of God 
(John 1:12), you are God’s temple (1 Corinthians 
6:19), redeemed and forgiven (Ephesians 1:7). 
You are not perfect, but you are completely 
known and wonderfully created (Psalm 139:14) 
and that is God’s truth.  

The second-to-the-worst thing we can do is let an 
inner troll sap our power to fully live and love as 
God commanded. The WORST thing we can do is to 
let the trolls take over, so we become trolls  
ourselves. It isn’t a big step from “feeling bad” to 
“trying to feel better by pointing out how other  
people are bad,” getting a laugh or churning up 
some support at another’s expense. This is not the 
way Jesus leads us. If we put down the burden of 
punishing ourselves for failing to live up to  
impossible expectations and focus on filling  
ourselves with God’s truth, then God’s power grows 
in us as our trolls diminish.  

Once we have done the work of shrinking our trolls, 
the next step is forgiving the people who originally 
hurt us. Forgiveness can be hard, but without it 
those trolls will lurk, waiting to attack. I find it easier 
to forgive others when I remember that I, too, have 
said hurtful things in the past that may now live on 
in other people’s heads thanks to their own inner 
critics. If, as in the Lord’s Prayer, we are forgiven 
only as well as we forgive others, then I want to be 
sure that forgiving is a higher priority than nursing 
hurt feelings or grudges.  

In other words, don’t feed the trolls.  

 
Lynnette Dobberpuhl 

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator 
kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 

651-492-8188  
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 Core Team and Mission Corner... 

When you give to the Minnesota Council of  
Churches you’re building a stronger community 
where unity is based on justice. Supporters like you 
make their work of moving people of faith, as one 
body, to heal divisions, and provide life-changing 
programming in the community.   

Refugee Services is an ecumenical ministry  
welcoming persecuted people from around the 
world into new lives of freedom, hope, and  
opportunity in Minnesota.  

Refugee families arrive in Minnesota with very few 
belongings and limited financial resources. Your  
donated items (new or nearly new) provide the gifts 
of welcome and hospitality to our newest neighbors 
and help ease the financial strain of resettlement.   
In addition to monetary donations, please consider 
donating the following… 

Winter coats – adults/children - new or gently used 
Warm socks - adults/children — new only 
Mittens, gloves, hats, scarves 

November Mission Of The Month 

The Core Team met on October 18, 2021.  
Highlights of the conversation include: 
 
 Finance: see the table for the current state of 

giving/expenses. While in past years we have 
been able to manage without pushing our sup-
porters to make a firm commitment for future 
giving, we are at a place where it is imperative 
to know how much our members and friends 
will be committing so we know if there is a need 
to cut staff time in 2022, and by how much, or if, 
with generous support, Holy Trinity will be able 
to maintain current staffing. Hard questions 
about staff cuts are being asked, while we are 
continuing to seek ways to be in full, fruitful 
ministry at Holy Trinity and in our community. 

 
 New endeavors are in development to encour-

age our church and local community that have 
arisen out of our CrossForm and Micah Vision 
work. Part of this will be updating the church 
directory (please see the announcement  
elsewhere in the newsletter). 

 
You can find out more details about these items 
(and other items not listed here) in our full minutes 
which are posted in the office and online at https://
htumc.org/core-team/.  The next Core Team 
meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, November 9th at 
6:30pm. 

Core Team Corner 

Refugee Services of the 

Minnesota Council  

of Churches  

https://htumc.org/core-team/
https://htumc.org/core-team/
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Confirmation Classes 
Grades 7 & 8 

Wednesdays, November 3 & 10 
6:30pm-7:30pm 
at the Parsonage 

Church Announcements... 

UMW  
(United Methodist 

Women) for November 

Tuesday, November 9th at 2:00pm 
Gathering Space: Fellowship Hall 

We will work together to complete a Gifting Project.  
All women are invited to join this casual group for 

fellowship, a brief devotional and prayer and to  
ponder God’s presence in our lives. 

We’d love to have you join us! 
Please contact Sharon Dougherty if you have any 

questions (sdsrdougherty@gmail.com  
or 612-280-2103). 

Trinity Readers 
Tuesday, November 30 

1:30pm at the Parsonage   

If you enjoy reading and discussing books,  
please join us! We often use the library book club 

kit so copies of the book are available.   

The book for November: 
Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our 

Nation by Cokie Roberts  

 This book is an intimate and illuminating look at 
the fervently patriotic and passionate women 

whose tireless pursuits on behalf of their families--
and their country--proved just as crucial to the 
forging of a new nation as the rebellion that  

established it.  

Please contact Sara Modders if you have any  
questions sbmplmn.younts@gmail.com  

Lakefront Bible Study 

November 2 & 16 @ 1:00pm 

Lakefront Plaza Party Room 

Current Study:  You Were Made For 
This Moment by Max Lucado 

Are you weary from your challenges, 
wounded by your battles, or worried 
your world is spinning out of control? 
Have the struggles pilfered the life 
out of your life? If so, the book of 
Esther brings welcome news: Relief 
will come!  

This study is open to all members and friends of 
the church.  Participants should order and  

purchase their own book.    

We are excited to be offering professional photos 
for all our members as we update the Church  

Directory!  Please sign up for a sitting at   
https://bit.ly/ChurchDirectory2021 or if you are 

unfamiliar with Sign Up Genius email Tina at  
office@htumc.org to arrange a time. Participants 

can just be photographed for the directory but will 
also have the opportunity to purchase digital or 

print copies of their photo which will be available 
by late November (in time for Christmas cards.) 

Please note for the best photo, avoid wearing pale 
colors or colors that will wash you out. 

If you would be willing to volunteer to check in 
people and confirm contact information on either 

of the dates, please contact the office to let us 
know by November 1st.  

Church Directory  
Photographs 

 Thursday, Nov 11th  
from 3-7pm 

Saturday, Nov. 13th  
from 9am-2pm  

mailto:sbmplmn.younts@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/ChurchDirectory2021
mailto:office@htumc.org
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 Church Announcements... 

BOM Corner 

A huge thank you to those who participated in the 
recent pizza fundraiser for the Costa Rica mission 
trip! It was a big success raising more than $500 for 
supplies to support the people of Costa Rica.  

We want to give a special shout out to these  
individuals who shared their time and talents. 

The oven managers/pizza spinners: 

Don Oram 
Brad Pascanik  
Pastor Chad 

The kitchen crew & pizza runners: 

Connie Scott  Liz Weninger 
Krista Pascanik  Debbie Jenkins 
Josh Pascanik   Debbie Johnson 
Brenna Scott  Lynda Standish 
Deanna Hawkins Linda Conkel 
Paula Green  
 
Delivery guy: 

Vic Noor 

Your participation was much appreciated! 

Volunteer Opportunity! 

Child bedlessness is a national problem, and as a na-
tional nonprofit with chapters spread across the 
country, Sleep In Heavenly Peace (SHP) has provided 
the solution. We are a volunteer organization that 
builds beds for kids who are sleeping on the floor. 

What: 
Our final bed building event for 2021 is going to be 
huge! We are going to build a record 200 beds in 
one weekend, and we need all the volunteers we 
can get to reach this goal.   

Where: 
Northern Tool + Equipment 
2800 Southcross Drive West 
Burnsville, MN 55306 
Volunteers should enter via the door by the loading 
dock on the Rosemount Drive side of the building. 
Onsite parking available.   

Who: 
Everyone 11yrs+. All abilities welcome.   

When:  
Friday & Saturday, November 19 & 20  

What to bring:  
We have everything you'll need including safety 
equipment and water.  If you'd like you are welcome 
to bring your own safety equipment like glasses, 
gloves, ear protection, dust mask, etc.    

What to wear:  
Close toed shoes and work clothes; you will get 
dusty and could get stain on your clothes / shoes.  

Holy Trinity plans to help with the build on Saturday, 
November 20 from 9-11AM.  Please sign up using 
the below link if you are able to help.  If this date/
time does not work for your schedule, please feel 
free to sign up for an alternate day/time on your 
own. 

There are limited spots available so sign up NOW!
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/60b044ca4ab2aa1fb6-shpbunk17 

  POINSETTIAS 

Help beautify the sanctuary for 
Christmas by ordering a red  

poinsettia plant. 

Please fill out an order form  
or contact the church office  

by December 13 if you’d like to order.   
Plants are $22 each. 

Food, Fellowship & FUNdraising 
November 15 from 4-8pm 

Wahlburgers  in Savage 
It is located where Hy-Vee Market Grille used to be. 

Come support the Costa Rica Mission Team! 
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 All Saints Celebrations... 

All Saints Day is a day of celebration and remembrance for the saints, with the New Testament meaning of 
all Christian people of every time and place.  In the United Methodist Church, All Saints Sunday is  
generally celebrated on the first Sunday of November (All Saints Day is November 1).   

Holy Trinity will be celebrating our loved ones in a brief All Saints Day time of prayer on Monday, November 
1 at 6:00pm.  All are welcome! This will be an informal service of candles, prayer (spoken and silent), and 
perhaps a song to remember those we have lost in the last year or the last many years. We honor the  
deceased and the Creator who gave them life by mourning, and giving thanks for their lives. By doing it  
together, we support each other in our own grief and in our commitment to carry their memory with us. 
We will meet outdoors for this gathering unless wind or rain prevent candle lighting, in which case we will 
move indoors (please bring a mask in that case.) Some candles will be available, but you are invited to bring 
a candle, preferably sheltered in a jar or glass of your own. 

We will also be remembering those considered to be saints by our church members and friends in a service 
of worship on Sunday, November 7 at 9:30am.  Because COVID prevented us from gathering for a  
celebration last year, and because we did not fully recognize those who passed away in 2019, we are  
including all loved ones who died in 2019, 2020, and 2021.   Please help us by honoring and remembering... 

Hubert Boyer (6/4/19)  

Robert Henry (11/15/19)  

Louis Nelson (1/12/20)  

Ottilie Castriotta (1/24/20)  

Dianne Ebbenga (4/23/20)  

Kent Landor (5/20/20)  

Dunrith "Bud" Waund, Jr. (5/25/20)  

Dennis Nacy (5/28/20)  

Peter Antonsen (7/8/20)  

Rick Petrekovic (10/26/20)  

Steven Nelson (11/29/20)  

Harley Swenson (12/1/20)  

Wayne Moreland (1/24/21) 

Ione Hasselton (3/17/21)  

John Andersen (4/27/21)  

Diane Antonsen (5/5/21)  

Barbara Steward (6/6/21)  

Len Brown (6/14/21)  

Curt Mohr (6/24/21)  

John Champine (7/2/21)  

Dale Dobberpuhl (7/18/21)  

William Ramsey (7/26/21)  

Lyle Anderson (8/28/21)  

Karen Funk (9/7/21)  

Dick Erbes (9/15/21)  
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              Sun              Mon              Tue               Wed            Thur         Fri        Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 

6pm All Saints 

7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm  Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
1:00pm Lakefront 
             Bible Study 
 
 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

    

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
5:00pm Bells 
6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation 
7:00pm Choir 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 

9:30am Indoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
 

7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm  Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6:30pm Core Team 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
 
5:00pm Bells 
6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation 
7:00pm Choir 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3-7pm Directory 
             Photos 
 
 
 

 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

  

  
 
9am-2pm 
Directory 
Photos 

 

 
 

9:30am Indoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
1:00pm Lakefront 
            Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 

 

 
 

  
  
 
  

  

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

 

9-11am  
Bunkbed 
Build  
 

  
      
9:30am Indoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 

  

 
 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
5:00pm Bells 
7:00pm Choir 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

 

 
  
 
 

   
 

9:30am Indoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 
 

 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 
 

 
 

 

1:30pm  Trinity  
               Readers 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

7            8               9             10              11            12         13 

28      29         30     

      1               2    3              4             5     6 

21       22              23           24              25       26     27 

14         15              16              17              18      19          20 

Calendar Subject to Change 

 
 
 

 
 
 
5:00pm Bells 
7:00pm Choir 

2:00pm UMW  
Fellowship Hall 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  9:30am Inside the Sanctuary 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


