Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”

February, 2022
“Work in Progress”
I hope that our current sermon series, Soul Reset, is
inspiring you to do exactly that – a soul reset. This would
mean that you are ready to claim wholeness – of the soul,
mind, spirit, body, relationships – that Jesus offers every
believer. Resets are necessary to clear the clutter and to
operate the way we were created and designed by God.
They offer us a fresh start and provide definitive times to
begin living from a new perspective.
I am a work in progress. To use a good Wesleyan term, I
am “going on to perfection.” You are too! It’s a journey,
but one that increases our capacity to live a healthy and
whole life, and grow in love of God and neighbor.
A soul reset is the pouring out of one’s self to God. It
means laying yourself at the altar and earnestly seeking
God’s face. It means a season of steadfast prayer and
fasting. It includes finding new and meaningful ways to
connect with Jesus, the lover of our souls. And it shouldn’t
be a once-in-a-lifetime thing. Sometime in the future, I
hope that you will embark on another journey, another
soul reset.
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The ultimate goal of a soul reset is to live our best lives
now, to experience the abundant life that Jesus promised
us. Perhaps that’s how you will know that it’s time to
enter into the demanding work once again, when you’re
feeling depleted or wanting.
Sometimes a soul reset means fighting for joy in the midst
of difficult situations. Do you know where the apostle Paul
was when he did most of his writing? In jail! And it was
from jail that he penned a letter to the church in Philippi
about joy.
Continued on next page...
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Pastor Chad, continued..
He wrote to them, “Rejoice in the Lord always, and
again I will say, rejoice!” It’s not always easy, but it
is possible, especially when you remember that in
God’s presence is fullness of joy!
That is why the spiritual practices that we have been
learning are so important and so vital for our
journey. They are not about being a better church
member. They are not about being the perfect
leader. They are not about putting on a false front
of religious-ness or holiness. They are all about our
growing in relationship with God and staying in love
with Jesus.

Camp is safe AND fun, and information about this
year's schedule has arrived! You can go as a family,
as grandparents + grandkids, or give your child
memories for a lifetime by signing them (and their
friends if you like) up for a week of adventure and
faith-filled fun. There are even camps for adults involving fishing, crafting and other activities. Watch
for camp brochures at church or check out the
website at https://www.campminnesota.org/. Holy
Trinity will help pay for camper registrations out of
our past years' camp fundraising. Scholarships
through our Minnesota Annual Conference are
available for the remaining amount, so name your
price and say yes to an experience you will want to
repeat!

This is the key to healthy and whole living. This is
the foundation for creating a healthy faith
community. If we stay connected to Jesus and
grounded in our faith, then no matter what we face,
it doesn’t have to overwhelm us. We learn and we
remember that no matter what we go through, we
are not going through it alone. We can remember
the words of the prophet Isaiah:

Vacation Bible School will be in the evenings on
August 8-11, 2022. Discovery on Adventure Island
will be a fun, faith filled week for our preK-6th
graders, and will offer learning and leadership
opportunities for 7th-12th grade youth and adults!
Save the dates on your calendar and let Lynnette
know if you are interested in VBS. Official registration will begin soon. If you are an adult or youth
interested in leading or helping prepare we will
have opportunities before, during and immediately
after VBS ends. We need organizers, decorators,
game-lovers, science enthusiasts, photographers,
food folks, and generally kind-hearted, serviceoriented people to work behind the scenes and/or
with the kids. Let Lynnette or Heather Zehnder
know if you would like more info about helping/
leading!

When you pass through the waters, I will be with
you; and through the rivers, they shall not over
whelm you; when you walk through fire you shall
not be burned, and the flame shall not consume
you. (Isaiah 43:2)
Bask in this time of soul reset. Allow it to chart a
new course for your life, one that will change the
way you live and breathe and have your being. If
you take it seriously, and commit to revisiting the
process again and again, I promise you: you will
never be the same again. Thanks be to God!
Pastor Chad

Join us February 27!
Join us February 27 to receive a gift bag with items
for Ash Wednesday and Lent, and a few surprises
from Holy Trinity! Friends who join us for worship
will get their bags as they leave, but if you are
worshiping online you can pick up yours at a Drive
Through in the parking lot from 11am-12pm. If
you sign up to participate in the Lent small groups,
you will also be able to pick up your book order.
You can drop off items for Emma Norton too!

Check out the updated
Kids & Youth page on our
website at https://
htumc.org/kids-youth/.
You can find upcoming
events as well as the
things we offer regularly!
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Children, Youth and Family...
I Have Questions

We want our kids to ask questions. But it can be
hard. Kids look to their parents for answers, but
often we parents have questions of our own. When
it comes to “God questions,” the Bible and
traditions of church can be sources of information
that we can use with our own experience and
reason to find answers (#WesleyanQuadrilateral).
Another Wesleyan tool for growth and understanding is small group gatherings. Hey, our Sunday
school and youth groups are small groups! But even
when kids are around people they know, asking
questions can be uncomfortable, and in our small
groups kids come from different grades, schools and
towns. Kids can feel reluctant to show up or speak
up because they “don’t know anyone” and don’t
realize that just about every other person there
feels the same way. This is an INCREDIBLE
opportunity to form connections with people who
don’t expect you to act a certain way or conform to
your usual friends’ expectations. Don’t get me
wrong, we have expectations also, but ours are:
respect God and each other, and give the activity a
chance. God doesn’t need you to be perfect or know
it all and neither do we. In a group like this, you can
ask genuine questions. And help others think about
the answers to their questions. We can help each
other grow in understanding, and in joy, kindness,
hope and faith!

Do you ever have a week where you find yourself
questioning things? Like, whether all the food
groups are really that important, or could I get by on
cereal? Or why do I live in Minnesota when winter
activities are my least favorite? Or are cryptocurrency, bitcoin mining and blockchaining practical jokes
like cow tipping and snipe hunting?
Sometimes I have questions I don’t want to ask.
Usually that’s because I am afraid I missed
something and I don’t want to reveal that my mind
drifted when I was supposed to be listening. Maybe
I worry the answer to my question is obvious to
everyone else and that I won’t look smart if I can’t
figure out the answer on my own. There are other
reasons to not ask questions. What if the answer
reveals info I might be happier not knowing? What if
the person I ask is unhappy with my question?
Sometimes, especially when we have big questions
about the world and the strife we see in it, we
suspect our questions will raise discomfort in others
and some of us would rather suffer in silence than
risk that.
Asking questions about faith, church and God can be
hard. To start with, everything to do with God can
feel very “2000 years ago.” We hear that the
kingdom of God is here and now, but without some
effort or attention that doesn’t come through in our
experience. If we do think about kingdom of God
things in the here and now, we might just resign
ourselves to “it is what it is.” If you think everything
from how we feel about ourselves, to what we see
at school, to what is happening nationally and
globally must all be the way that God wants it you
may not have any questions about it. But if you are
thinking, and some of what you see in the world or
in yourself doesn’t match up with what you read in
the Bible or learn about in Sunday school or
confirmation, or if you become aware that not
everyone agrees on how things match up, or if the
language just doesn’t make sense to you, then you
might start having questions. Questions are good.
We believe that seeking truth, and wrestling with
understanding is part of a growing, living faith.

So my first question is, how can growing in faith be
helpful to you? Follow up questions: What are you
willing to try in order to grow in faith? Who is God
putting in your path in order to grow? What
amazing things can come of this? If you are a youth
or parent interested in considering some answers
with me and possibly a few others, send me a text,
an email or a phone call so we can figure out when
and how to get together. Peace!

Lynnette Dobberpuhl
Children, Youth &
Family Coordinator
Kidsandfamilies
@htumc.org
651-492-8188

Continued above...
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Core Team and Mission Corner...
Core Team Corner

February Mission Of The Month

The Core Team met on Zoom on January 10, 2022.
Highlights of the discussion include:
 The team welcomed Paula Green back for a
second term.
 The team updated in-person worship requirements in light of the surge in the Omicron
variant, using feedback from the Regathering
Task Force. The team was unanimous in wanting
to continue in-person worship, and increasing
the spacing and moving to masks required
rather than recommended seemed the best way
to avoid a return to online only worship.
 The Finance Team report covered a variety of
topics; highlights include that at the end of 2021
Holy Trinity had received $10,000 more in giving
than anticipated. There are still a number of
households, or giving units that have not turned
in pledges for 2022, but currently the pledged
giving stands at $228,000 and the church is
grateful for the continued support. New ways of
looking at the reporting, new ways of giving, and
new ways of generating income are all action
items for 2022.
 The first racial justice workshop was very
informative and was attended by 12 people. The
recording of that is in our sermon library
at: https://htumc.org/sermons/anti-racismbecoming-an-ally/. The next workshop will be on
Feb 3 at 6:30 focusing on Youth and Parents and
how to discuss issues of racism. The initiative to
support GED/ESL learners is kicking off with a
team of two helping tutor an older adult couple
seeking their GED. Watch for more opportunities
arising as we seek to bless others in our
community.
Full minutes are available online at https://
htumc.org/core-team/. The next Core Team meeting
will be Monday, Feb 21 at 6:30 p.m.

Emma Norton Services is a trauma-informed
organization that promotes healing and recovery,
operating at a scale that brings a full array of
resources to women, individuals, and families who
have experienced homelessness. Housing and
services are exemplary, offered in collaboration with
key community partners.
In addition to monetary donations, please consider
donating these most needed items…


disposable masks



textured hair care products



cleaning supplies (disinfectant wipes/sprays and
surface cleaning sprays, screen-safe cleaning
wipes (for tablets), nitrile gloves, cleaning rags/
cloths)



any donations that could be used in the Emma
Store, where residents can spend "Emma's
Bucks" earned through completing chores and
participating in staff-led events. Ideal items
would typically be something that could fulfill a
"want" but not necessarily a "need" such as:
slippers, cozy socks, makeup, body sprays,
novelty scented lotions, room decor etc.

Items can be dropped off at the church anytime
during the month of February or during our drivethrough event on February 27th from 11am-12pm.

Thank you for donating
$1285 to the CAP Agency
during the month of
December as well as
$4186.00 to our Christmas
Offering.
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Church Announcements...
Anti-Racism Workshop—Session 2
Thursday, February 3 @ 6:30pm

Trinity Readers
Tuesday, February 22

Holy Trinity is hosting a workshop on Thurs. Feb. 3
from 6:30-8:00pm for parents, grandparents, youth
and anyone wanting to grow as allies for a more
equitable and inclusive world, focusing on racism.
Important issues like this are often the hardest to
discuss. Rev. Dana Neuhauser is very approachable
and models easy ways to reflect on our thinking
(conscious and unconscious) on the issues of race
relations and racism in the world, and ways to
discuss it as a family. You can learn more about this
event at https://htumc.org/events/being-an-antiracist-youth-and-parent/ which includes a link to a
short video excerpt from the last workshop about
"why we don't use the N-word", and other info. You
can also sign up using the Eventbrite link on that
page, or you can just let Lynnette or the office know
if you are coming. Please share the event link with
anyone you would like to invite to this workshop; it
is open to the public.

1:30pm at the Parsonage
If you enjoy reading and discussing books,
please join us! We often use the library book club
kit so copies of the book are available.
The book for February:
The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah
In Texas of 1934 millions are out of
work and a drought has broken the
Great Plains. In this uncertain time,
Elsa Martinelli-like many of her
neighbors-must make an agonizing
choice: fight for the land she loves or
go west to California in search of a
better life.
Please contact Sandy Feldhake if you have any
questions: sfeldha1@msn.com

The February UMW gathering is CANCELLED.
We hope to begin our Mission u study called
Finding Peace in an Anxious World in March.
Thank you for your patience as we continue to keep
the health and safety of our Sisters top of mind.
Please contact Sharon Dougherty with questions
(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103).

Lakefront Bible Study
Hoping to resume in March—
watch for updates mid-February
Current Study: Making Sense of
the Bible by Adam Hamilton
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Church Announcements...
LENT, 2022

As we journey through this book we will address
some of today’s most important questions:

What is it that the world is most in need of? What is
it that possesses the strong possibility of righting
wrongs and stamping out evil, injustice, and oppression? No, it’s not power or wealth; it’s not politics or
policies; it’s not even chocolate! It’s love.
Bishop Michael Curry, presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church (and preacher at the Royal Wedding of
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle) focuses on this
game-changing ideal in his book Love Is the Way.
The front jacket of the book says this about Curry’s
writing: “The way of love is essential for addressing
the seemingly insurmountable challenges facing the
world today: poverty, racism, selfishness, deep
ideological divisions, competing claims to speak for
God. This book will lead readers to discover the gifts
they need in order to live the way of love: Deep
reservoirs of hope and resilience, simple wisdom,
the discipline of nonviolence, and unshakable regard
for human dignity.”
This book will provide the theme for our upcoming
Lenten season. Beginning on Ash Wednesday
(March 2) and continuing through Easter Sunday
(April 17), we will be offering a number of opportunities to connect with this inspiring and challenging
book.


Sunday mornings – worship at 9:30am will be
crafted around two chapters of the book/week



Wednesday nights –

What is love?



How do I find God’s love?



How do I find the energy to keep loving when
the world seems to be going the other way?



Can love really change the world?



Won’t loving everybody make me a doormat?



I’m just a regular person, so how can my love
have an impact?



I’m told to love my neighbor, but who is my
neighbor?



What if love reveals me to be a hypocrite?



Do I have to love even my enemy?



How can love overcome what divides us and
move us forward together?



Does love mean avoiding politics?



How can love make “E Plurbis Unum” real in
America without erasing anybody?

Join us this Lenten season. And because I believe
there are many more people who need to hear the
messages that will be presented throughout this
series, bring a friend with you to worship on
Wednesdays and/or Sundays, or to a small group on
Wednesday or Thursday. Together, let’s discover
how “Love Is the Way.”
*If you wish to be a part of a small group, please
sign up at church or online at https://bit.ly/
LentSmallGroups22 . Participants in small groups
should have a copy of the book to read in advance.
Secure your own copy or indicate when you sign up
that you need a book, and the church will order
copies as needed.

○ 30-Minute Worship at 6:30pm will include
a hymn or two, scripture, prayer, and a
recorded message on material from the book
presented by one of the District
Superintendents
○ Small Group Discussion* (in-person from
7-8pm) on two chapters of the book/week




Thursdays (March 10 – April 7) Small Group
Discussions* on ZOOM (10-11am and 7-8pm)
will focus on two chapters of the book/week
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Holy Trinity UMC
(952) 447-2990
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Calendar Subject to Change
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Thur

3

Fri

Sat

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

24

25

26

8:30am Moment of Prayer

7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

6

9:30am Indoor
Worship/Live-Stream
9:30 Sunday School

7
9-11am AA
at the parsonage

7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

13
9:30am Indoor
Worship/Live-Stream
9:30 Sunday School

20
9:30am Indoor
Worship/Live-Stream
9:30 Sunday School

14

9:30am Indoor
Worship/Live-Stream
9:30 Sunday School
11am-12pm DriveThrough Event

9

6:30pm AntiRacism
Workshop

8:30am Moment of Prayer

7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

15

4:00pm Bells
7:00pm Choir

16
8:30am Moment of Prayer

9-11am AA
at the parsonage
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

21
9-11am AA
at the parsonage
6:30pm Core Team
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

27

8

4:00pm Bells
6:30pm 7th/8th
Confirmation
7:00pm Choir

3-5pm Quilters
7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

22

4:00pm Bells
7:00pm Choir

23
8:30am Moment of Prayer

1:30pm Trinity
Readers

7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

4:00pm Bells
6:30pm 7th/8th
Confirmation
7:00pm Choir

28
9-11am AA
at the parsonage
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372
Worship: 9:30am Inside the Sanctuary
Pastor: Rev. Chad Gilbertson
(952) 356-4616 pastor@htumc.org
Family Ministries: Lynnette Dobberpuhl
(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
Church Admin: Tina Chant
(952) 447-2990 office@htumc.org

Church website: htumc.org

Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.”
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