Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”

April, 2022
“Hallelujah!”
There’s a lot going on in our world to pull us down.
When I watch the news, I see the images of war. Innocent
lives in Ukraine are being taken by indiscriminate bombs
and bullets. Medical care facilities – even pediatric
hospitals - are being leveled. Apartment buildings,
housing developments, and lines where people are
gathering to receive food and water distributions are being
shelled. Even supposed “safe passages” to exit the
country are being targeted and more innocent lives are
lost. The ravages of war bring darkness over the entire
world.
I watched some of the confirmation hearings for President
Biden’s Supreme Court Nominee, Judge Ketanji Brown
Jackson. Instead of being an opportunity to lift up and
celebrate the first African American woman to be
nominated to the Supreme Court, the public viewed
ugliness. There was shouting, name calling, and bad
behavior all around. Judge Jackson’s family, and the rest
of the world, sat and watched, shaking our collective
heads that something so nasty could be happening right
before our eyes. Political side-taking and discourse
without love and respect bring darkness over the entire
world.
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Racism continues to run rampant, even in our own
community. Not everyone is made to feel welcome and
loved, especially those from the BIPOC (Black, Indigenous,
and People of Color) community. Those in the LGBTQIA
community are seeing heinous laws created and enacted
that seek to turn back the clock decades. Marginalization
and oppression of any person brings darkness over the
entire world.
Continued on next page...
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Pastor Chad, continued..
There was a time, over 2000 years ago, when the
world became a dark place. Jesus, the Messiah, the
one who had come to rescue a people in crisis, had
been arrested. He had been “convicted” by a
kangaroo court and sentenced to death. He was
whipped, beaten, name-called and shamed. He was
made to carry his own instrument of torture up a
long, steep hill where his accusers put nails through
his hands and feet and raised him up to die.

Palm Sunday, April 10
Worship/Live-Stream at 9:30am
Holy Thursday, April 14
Worship/Live-Stream at 7:00pm
Good Friday, April 15
Worship/Live-Stream at 7:00pm
Easter Sunday, April 17
Worship at 8:15am (no Communion)

Luke 23:44 tells us, “It was now about noon, and
darkness came over the whole land…” Jesus had
breathed his last, and the world was cast into
darkness.

Fellowship (donuts & coffee/juice) at 9:00am

But that’s not the end of the story. We read that
three days later, Mary and some of the other
women, traveled in morning darkness to tend to the
body of Jesus. They went, uncertain of what they
would find, uncertain that they’d even be allowed to
enter the tomb where the body of Jesus lay. But
they went – Hallelujah, anyhow.

Worship/Live-Stream at 9:30am
(including Holy Communion)

That’s the message of Easter for all people of God.
Despite the trials, despite the troubles, despite the
darkness, we can all raise a Hallelujah, anyhow.
Christ is risen, he is risen indeed! The world may try
to quiet our voices, but let’s raise our Hallelujahs
anyhow!
Hallelujah!
Pastor Chad
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Children, Youth and Family...
In or Out?

One passage from the book Love is the Way, by
Bishop Michael Curry that spoke to me on this topic
was in chapter 5 “Love’s Call—and Love’s Calling.”
He says this: “Somehow, when we come to love
ourselves through God’s eyes, and through loving
others, we become whole again. ‘Grant your people
grace to love what you command and desire what
you promise; that among the swift and varied
changes of the world, our hearts may surely be fixed
where true joys are to be found,’” (last part quoted
from The Book of Common Prayer.)

I grew up in a small town in eastern South Dakota.
My entire grade in school had under thirty kids, so
we all were very familiar with each other from
kindergarten on. You might think that knowing each
other that well and that long would mean we all felt
connected and close, but like most places you go we
had the “in” groups, and we had other groups, and
we had outsiders. Especially up through 7th grade, I
tended to be an outsider, never confident that I
belonged in any of the groups. The more visible the
“in” group was, the more ostracized and inadequate
I felt.

We are beloved children of God, called upon to love
God, ourselves, and our neighbors. It is all tied
together in a package. This is the most fundamental
part of following Jesus, and all the rest is built upon
it. What if we are having trouble really believing in
our core that we are beloved children of God? We
ask the one who can do the impossible. When we
ask God to work in us, God will always answer yes.
Praying, meditating, worshiping, or reading
scripture aren’t things we do to earn this love, they
are acts that make room for that love and that
belonging to take root and grow. Doing this in
community makes it possible for our church to
deepen its roots and grow in us and through us.

When I started attending Holy Trinity as a young
mom, I saw many groups of people here who were
very close. These were people who really knew each
other and enjoyed being together. I was excited to
be part of that. But as time went on, I noticed I
wasn’t really fitting in like I saw others did. These
other folks had history together, and work and
family connections that had helped them form easy
friendships. They also had “done church” together,
serving and being involved in many ways. I taught
Sunday school and served on committees, really
hoping to both help the church and forge
friendships. I tried not to appear as uncomfortable
as I felt, because even though I was met with
kindness and encouragement I still didn’t feel “in.”
How do people get it right? I wondered. How do
they get over the barrier between “out” and “in?”

Looking back, I can see that even though I didn’t feel
like I was part of any “in” group either as a child or
when I started at Holy Trinity, that I really was an
important part of the community, and all along was
building the foundation of relationships. We all are,
when we extend a welcome, a word of
encouragement or a request for help, and open
ourselves up to the love of God and others.

I got through it, and part of it was giving up the
focus on being accepted by others and allowing
myself to believe I am accepted by God just as I am.
I came to understand that embracing my true self,
the way I was created by God is key to true
belonging. God made me curious, sensitive, and
enthusiastic about lots of things. That comes out
awkwardly sometimes, but that awkward, outside
feeling has turned out to be very helpful. Because I
know the feeling of being on the outside, I truly
want to reach out to others who may also feel like
outsiders. Fully believing that we are all beloved
children of God has helped me be brave about
extending welcome to others even when there is a
risk of getting it wrong or being rejected.

Lynnette Dobberpuhl
Children, Youth & Family Coordinator
Kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
651-492-8188

Continued above...
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Mission Corner...
Baby Shower—April 24 @ 11:00am

April Mission Of The Month and
Easter Offering 2022

You may have noticed a new young family that has
been joining us for worship and Sunday school.
Suzana Jok has been attending worship at Holy
Trinity since late fall of 2021. At the age of 16 in
Sudan, Suzana married, then moved to the United
States with her husband three years later in 2016.
They divorced soon after, and Suzana is now a
single mother to their daughters, Niatiek
(nee-uh-TEE-uh) age 7 and Maya age 4.
This little family has enjoyed becoming part of our
church community, with the girls especially
enthusiastic about Sunday school. Suzana is now
expecting a new baby girl in May. She is also
between jobs right now but plans to return to work
at Amazon soon after the baby is born. Her other
goals include getting her driver’s license and
working with the English Language Learner (ELL)
program to improve her reading and writing skills.

United Methodists and others wishing to provide
humanitarian assistance to the Ukrainian people in
the wake of the Russian invasion of their country
can contribute to UMCOR’s International Disaster
Response and Recovery Fund. This fund will provide
direct assistance to those in Ukraine as well as
assistance to Ukrainians fleeing to neighboring
countries. One hundred percent of all contributions
go to the designated cause.

Since they are very far from their family and friends
back home, we are holding a baby shower for
Suzana and family on Sunday, April 24 at 11 a.m. at
the church. Maia Caldwell, Rene Meyer and Tanya
Alemu are hosting, and everyone is invited!
If you would like to
contribute a gift,
please check out the
sign up online at
https://bit.ly/
SuzanasBabyShower.

The United Methodist community in Ukraine,
though quite small, is actively engaged in assisting
neighbors in need. Global Ministries is in touch with
the church’s leadership as well as with church
leaders in countries welcoming those who are
fleeing from violence in Ukraine.

Coming soon…
Watch for details...

Thank you for donating
$1312 to Emma Norton during
the month of February as well
as many items such as cozy
socks, slippers, soap, lotion
and antibacterial wipes.
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Church Announcements...
Trinity Readers
Tuesday, April 26

Youth Announcement
Now that we are having Fellowship Hour after
worship and introducing the Tech Table at that time,
our 5th-12th grade youth are invited to gather in
the Fellowship Hall after worship for a weekly check
in with Lynnette and other youth, an opportunity to
help others at the Tech Table if folks are willing, and
occasional other stuff (favorite meme challenge?
who has the best story of the worst thing that
happened last week? Would you rather...?) Kids can
also hang with their parents! No RSVP is needed!

1:30pm at the Parsonage
If you enjoy reading and discussing books,
please join us! We often use the library book club
kit so copies of the book are available.
The book for April:
Girl Gone Missing by Marcie Rendon
In August of 2019, Trinity Readers read the 1st
book of this series—Murder on the Red River.
This is the 2nd of the series following Cash Blackbear's life as she
begins college. One of her classmates disappears and Sheriff
Wheaton asks her to help in the
investigation. Cash must navigate
her life as being not only a Native
American teenager -- but also what
responsibility she has to other
people in her life.
Marcie Rendon is a Minnesota
Native American author.

Lakefront Bible Study
April 5 & 19 @ 1:00-2:30pm
Lakefront Plaza Party Room
Current Study: Making Sense of the
Bible by Adam Hamilton
Hamilton addresses often misunderstood biblical themes leading readers to a deeper appreciation of the
Bible so that they might hear God
speak through it and find its words
to be life-changing and life-giving.

Please contact Sandy Feldhake if you have any
questions: sfeldha1@msn.com

This study is open to all members and friends of
the church. Participants should order and
purchase their own book.

Core Team Corner
The Core Team met on Monday, March 21.
When the full minutes are approved they will be
available at https://htumc.org/core-team/
Contact the church office or one of the Core Team
members if you have questions in the meantime.
The next Core Team meeting will be Monday,
April 25 at 6:30 p.m.

Bread Oven Volunteers Needed
Please sign up using the link below to help with the
Pizza and Music event on the last day of Sunday
school, May 22. https://bit.ly/May22PizzaDay
That day's event requires fire team volunteers to be
available the evening of Sat. May 21st, and early
Sunday morning. All other volunteers are needed on
Sunday morning with the event finishing by 1:00pm.
For more information you can contact Rene at
651-331-1997 or scrhrton@aol.com.
Please sign up by Wednesday, April 20 and be
aware we will have an initial BOM volunteer
kick-off Thursday, April 21 from 7:15-8:30 p.m.
when we will be viewing our brief but required
food safety video. Thank you!
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Church Announcements...
What could be more
wonderful than having
people who want to
come to Sunday school
and church? What could
be more awful than NOT
being able to come
because transportation is a barrier? If you would
be willing to drive the church van, or your own car
to help people get to church, please let us know by
contacting the church office. If you are a person
who could use help getting to church, let us know
that also! We already have a few names on the list,
and would be glad to add you as we figure this out.

Tuesday, April 12 at 2:00pm
Gathering Space: Fellowship Hall
Join us as we continue our 2021 Mission u study
called Finding Peace in an Anxious World. Using
both the book of Proverbs and The Serenity Prayer
as a guide, along with a video series, we’re exploring
ways to control our anxiety and live a healthier life.
It’s a great journey to do as individuals together!
Attendees: please read Chapter 2 from the book
before April 12th if possible. You are still welcome
to join us if you don’t have access to the book.
Bring your Bible, a pen/pencil and a journal to use
during our study.
Please contact Sharon Dougherty
if you have any questions
(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103).

Highway Cleanup
Sunday, May 15
11am-2pm (latest)
Sign up with Lynnette to
get lunch ahead of time.

Technology is a blessing,
but it can also be a
challenge. If you are
having trouble with your
laptop, tablet or phone,
it is POSSIBLE that one of
our youth or adults will
be able to help you out! Whether you are having
trouble with volume, or notifications, or are
wondering why your browser has changed, or some
other question, we would like to be able to offer
assistance if we can.
Bring your device with you to church, and during
Fellowship Time afterwards we will have a table set
up in the Fellowship Hall.

Lakefront Music Fest Volunteers Needed

Lakefront Music Fest - July 8-9, 2022
Volunteers will get complimentary admission to
the festival, a volunteer only parking lot, a
dedicated shuttle bus to the park and a T-shirt.
Here are the positions Holy Trinity is trying to fill...

Easter Lilies
$20 each
If you’d like to order an Easter
Lily, please write a check to Holy
Trinity for $20 clearly labeled with
“Easter Lily” on the memo line.
All orders must be received in the
church office by Monday, April 4.



Admissions--scan tickets, 7/8, 3:45-7:00PM
(3 more people needed)



Pop/Water-sell pop/water, be able to make
change, process credit cards, 7/8, 4:15-8:00PM
(1 more person needed)

Please contact the church office if you would like
to volunteer: office@htumc.org/952-447-2990.
Let me know what position you would like to
volunteer for as well as your name, email address,
phone number and shirt size .
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Church Announcements...

Have you heard that the United Methodist Women have a new operating name, now called
United Women in Faith?
United Methodist Women – now United Women in Faith – is again saying yes to being part of what God is
doing in the 21st century by creating new ways for women today to gather for faith, sisterhood and action for
women, children and youth.
In other words, we are making new wine and new wineskins to fulfill our role in God’s mission today. We
tap Jesus’ use of the metaphor in mark 2:22 to explain the need for change to help us share with members
the new tools, programs, and exciting changes on the horizon for our organization.
The name United Methodist Women was adopted in 1972, signaling a change not only in the life of the
church but also in the lives of women and how they could organize for mission. Over the past 50 years, we
have experienced vast change in how women live their lives and choose to engage in the world of faith as
well as great changes in the life of the church.
It is time to adopt a name that reflects how women are living and engaging their faith in today’s realities.
The new name is part of an overall move to refresh the organization that includes a new look, new feel and
new improved programs. We will be able to better nurture our current members while welcoming into our
sisterhood new women who want to put their love in action. The new operating name is also welcoming to
women whose local churches may choose to align with another denomination or who are already members
of other denominations.
We are still the only official women’s organization of The United Methodist Church and our corporate name
will remain United Methodist Women.
All our traditional structures on the conference, district and local levels---circles included---remain intact.
These new tools and programs are additional options available to us to help us better nurture current
members, recruit new members into the organization and manage our unit’s finances.
The core of our work remains the same: changing the world through faith, hope and love in action. The
United Women in Faith mission statement—written by board executive committee members, the Program
Advisory Group representatives and assigned staff---is a refreshed expression of our core principles.

MISSION STATEMENT OF UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH
United Women in Faith seeks to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual formation,
leadership development, creative fellowship, and education so that they can inspire,
influence, and impact local and global communities.
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Church Announcements...

What new tools and programs are coming?
The new tools and programs that will rollout throughout 2022 include:
• A new, easier to navigate website. The new website will have a homepage designed to pique the
interest of women new to our organization and start them on a journey to membership. The
homepage will also include a special portal where members can log in to access resources specially
designed for them.
• Templates for Soul Care retreats. A pilot member recruitment program will be debuted through
which current members invite nonmember friends to themed retreats specially designed to nurture
our bodies, minds and souls.
• Innovations to Mission u. Beginning in 2022, Mission u will be introducing new curricula each
year—one for children, one for youth and one for adults—all focused on a shared biblical theme that
incorporates spiritual growth, contemporary issues and how these show up in various geographic
areas. The new Mission u curricula will be more accessible and adaptable for use in small groups,
local churches, vacation Bible schools, retreats and other settings. Through these vibrant, relevant,
justice-oriented and biblically centered curricula, Mission u will continue its commitment to learning
together for the transformation of the world and expand its impact.
• A new national membership option. This option will enable women to join our sisterhood via our
new website. They will learn about and be able to participate in programs and events online or in
person. Of course, on-line options and resources will also be available to existing members who
already participate in circles and units.
• More targeted giving options. Members and nonmembers alike want more options to target their
financial gifts to specific programs areas such as Spiritual Growth, National Mission Institutions or
international work.
• New tools for conference and district treasurers. New tools, like Vanco Faith, will be available to
enable treasurers to manage, collect and distribute conference and district finances electronically.
• Innovations in the Leadership Development Days programs.
• New and improved resources:
○ Mighty Networks, an exciting new online platform where members can connect, and
engage new resources like the Program Resource and Mission u curricula.
○ The Daily Prayer Guide, an updated replacement of the Prayer Calendar, which offers
opportunities for daily devotion and connection.
For more information, check out our website: uwfaith.org
Spend some time exploring!
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Holy Trinity UMC
(952) 447-2990
office@htumc.org

Calendar Subject to Change
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thur

Fri

1

3

9:30am Indoor
Worship/Live-Stream
9:30 Sunday School

4
9-11am AA
at the parsonage

7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

10
9:30am Indoor
Worship/Live-Stream
9:30 Sunday School

17
8:15am Worship
9:00am Fellowship
9:30am Worship/
Live-Stream

11

9:30am Indoor
Worship/Live-Stream
9:30 Sunday School

6

1:00pm Lakefront
Bible Study

7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

12

7

2

8

9

15

16

8:30am Moment of Prayer

6:30pm Worship
7-8pm Small Group
7:00pm Choir

13

7-8pm Small
Group (ZOOM)

14

8:30am Moment of Prayer

9-11am AA
at the parsonage
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

18
9-11am AA
at the parsonage
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

24

5

Sat

25
9-11am AA
at the parsonage
6:30pm Core Team
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

2:00pm UWF
Fellowship Hall
7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

19

7:00pm Choir

7:00pm Holy
Thursday
Worship

20

21

7:00pm Good
Friday
Worship

22

23

29

30

8:30am Moment of Prayer
1:00pm Lakefront
Bible Study

3-5pm Quilters
7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

26
1:30pm Trinity
Readers

7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

7:00pm Choir

27
8:30am Moment of Prayer

6:30pm 7th/8th
Confirmation
7:00pm Choir
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372
Worship: 9:30am Inside the Sanctuary
Pastor: Rev. Chad Gilbertson
(952) 356-4616 pastor@htumc.org
Family Ministries: Lynnette Dobberpuhl
(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
Church Admin: Tina Chant
(952) 447-2990 office@htumc.org

Church website: htumc.org

Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.”
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