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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“Love Is the Way” 

I don’t have to tell you that we are fractured as a nation.  
Yes, we have been witnesses to acts of compassion and 
generosity big and small.  But the overall narrative has 
been one of enemy: you against me, cancel culture.  Are 
you tired of it?  I know I am.  We have been short on grace, 
compassion, and kindness.  I long for a world where, once 
again, we can sit at the same table and have a civil  
discussion, where we take the time to not just talk at one 
another, but truly listen to each other, see each other, and 
remember that we are all beautiful, beloved children of 
God worthy of love and belonging.  We treat each other 
with respect, build each other up, and work together  
because this is how we not only survive, but thrive—as a 
family, a community, a nation, and a world. 
 
Do you remember that old song, “They’ll Know We Are 
Christians By Our Love?”  Love is our way.  When Jesus was 
asked about the most important commandments, he cited 
two, both rooted in love:  “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, mind, soul, and strength,” and “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  Oh, that it could be that easy!  As 
the apostle Paul says in Colossians, “Wear love. It’s your 
basic, all-purpose garment.” 
 
Wear love. Breathe love. This is what the world needs 
more than ever: people who know the height and breadth 
and depth of love, and because of that, choose love as the 
way they live. If we want a different world, it starts with us 
and how we love. 
 
This Lenten season we are going to be following the  
teachings of Bishop Michael Curry in his book Love Is the 
Way.             
           Continued on next page... 
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You may remember Bishop Curry as the priest who 
preached at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle.  Perhaps you have seen him on  
television, speaking about the power of love.  In this 
book Curry uses both practical theology and  
personal stories to answer questions about love – 
questions like:  What is love?  Can love really change 
the world? And, I’m told to love my neighbor, but 
who is my neighbor?   
 
Beginning on Ash Wednesday (March 2) and  
continuing on Sunday mornings and Wednesday 
evenings, we’ll journey together to learn more about 
this way of love.  There are opportunities to connect 
with a small group (Wednesdays from 7-8pm, or 
Thursdays from 10-11am and 7-8pm) to dive deeper 
into the book and its contents.  Together I hope that 
we will, indeed, learn that love is the way. 
 
One person at a time, living the way of love,  
becomes a movement.  This is what the Jesus  
movement looks like.  Or, to put it in reverse, as 
Bishop Curry said: “If it doesn’t look like love, if it 
doesn’t look like Jesus of Nazareth, it can’t be 
claimed as Christian.”  Because how do you know a 
Christian?  By their love!  
 
I am looking forward to a loving Lent with you as we 
lean into “Love Is the Way.” 
 
In Peace and Love, 
Pastor Chad 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

Our Lenten focus will be on the topic of love.  We'll 
use the book Love Is the Way by Bishop Michael 
Curry as the source of our inspiration and for our 
study.  As of now, the schedule for Lent looks like 
this: 

 Ash Wednesday worship with the imposition of 
ashes and Holy Communion - March 2 @ 7:00pm 

 Lenten mid-week worship, Wednesdays (March 
9, 16, 23, 30, April 6) from 6:30-7:00pm 

 Small Group studies 

 ~ Wednesday nights (separate studies for  
 youth and adults) in person at the church  
 from 7:00-8:00pm 

 ~Thursdays online (ZOOM) at either 10:00am  
 or 7:00pm 

 ~Sundays from 11:00-noon for youth grades  
 7 and older 

 Holy Thursday Worship, April 14 at 7:00pm 

 Good Friday Worship, April 15 at 7:00pm 

If you are interested in the adult small groups, 
please sign up using the Sign-up Genius link:  https://
bit.ly/LentSmallGroups22 or by calling the church 
office.  Please secure your own copy of the book. 

Thank you to Marie Moser, Kay 
Young, Liz Weninger, Connie 
Short and Karen Nau for 
providing home baked treats for 
the Coffee & Conversations event 
at Twin Oaks Middle School on 
Feb. 17! They were VERY 
appreciated!  

If you would be interested in providing two dozen 
treats for a future event, please contact Lynnette. 

https://bit.ly/LentSmallGroups22
https://bit.ly/LentSmallGroups22
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A Good Conversation 

On February 17 we (Holy Trinity) co-hosted a session of 
“Coffee & Conversations,” a series of events begun by 
local cities (Prior Lake, Savage, Credit River and Spring 
Lake township) and the Prior Lake-Savage schools to give 
people a chance to discuss race and equity in our 
communities. Approximately fifty people, including a few 
from our congregation, gathered in groups of 8-10 
people in the Twin Oaks Middle School media center. 
The topic of the evening was shared virtues. 

One problem that contributes to division between 
groups is that we tend to not know many people from 
the “other” groups. Our neighbors are usually people in 
similar income brackets. Our social groups often “look” 
like us educationally, racially, ethnically, and politically. 
Obviously, there are exceptions to this; but being around 
people who are similar to us is comfortable and easy. 
Trying to start a conversation with someone from 
another religion or country, or even from another 
generation can be intimidating if you are worried you 
might say something rude or ignorant, or if you don’t 
even know where to begin. How do we overcome the 
weirdness of trying to engage with someone new? 

Sam Ouk, Director of Equity and Inclusion for ISD719, 
had us introduce ourselves to the others at our table, 
and share a tradition or proverb that we value. He then 
distributed a card from a deck of 100 virtues that are 
valued highly by all cultures to each participant. The 
virtue on my card was Faith which was described as “the 
belief that we are created out of goodness for a 
purpose,” among other things. Other people at our table 
had Resilience, Responsibility, Respect, Righteousness, 
Sacrifice, Serenity, and Service. We were invited to share 
our thoughts about the virtue on the card we had. During 
the conversation, we found out that we all shared the 
values, and that we all struggle at times staying true to 
them (we can be overwhelmed by our responsibilities, or 
have trouble discerning the difference between 
righteousness and self-righteousness). Another thing we 
found that we all struggle with is when we see people 
acting hypocritically, for instance demanding to be 
treated with respect without offering respect in return.   

The last part of the conversation was for everyone at the 
table to talk about a single virtue, how we try to amplify 
it in our lives, where we see it challenged, and how we 
react when it is challenged. The group virtue at our table 
was Humanity. We talked about how perplexing it is 
when people treat other people as “less than,” when 
they make assumptions about a person’s value or values 
based on skin color or faith community.  

Children, Youth and Family... 

We also talked about how scary it can be to stand up for 
a person who is being mistreated or dehumanized. 
Because if starting a conversation with some other 
human who seems different than you is difficult, getting 
in the way of unjust treatment, or verbal attack (let alone 
physical attack) is much more so. Even if we don’t have 
to “lay down our life for another” like Jesus spoke about 
in John 15:13, standing up for someone else or a 
principle is a risk.  

Simply living a principled life is an important beginning. 
But if we aren’t clear with others what we stand for, and 
what we stand against, the silence can be deafening. If 
you are in a room of 100 people when one person loudly 
disrespects another, and the other 98 remain quiet, 
“staying out of it” looks like support for the one who 
disrespects.  

How do we overcome the weirdness of standing up to 
someone who dehumanizes another? We can prepare by 
practicing alone; saying out loud, “I don’t agree with 
what you’re saying,” or simply “No.” We can mentally 
rehearse silently standing next to a person being bullied, 
or beginning a quiet conversation with that person, such 
as, “I see you are having some trouble and I thought I 
would stand and talk with you awhile if that is okay,” 
giving them the option to refuse. We don’t have to have 
the right comebacks to refute bad behavior. We don’t 
have to know the whole story to try to defuse a 
situation. We can reflect on Jesus who stood by 
adulterers, tax collectors, Samaritans and others who 
were held in contempt. He changed lives. He changed a 
world. 

There is no doubt that it feels risky to stand up for a 
principle, but there are also consequences for not 
standing up. Many around our table on Feb. 17th had 
lingering regret for not speaking out in a confrontation. If 
we just aren’t ready to stand up physically or verbally, 
we can start by wearing a T-shirt that says what we stand 
for or putting a sign on your lawn (I have a nice flag that 
says, “Lakers Against Racism.”) We can read a book or 
listen to a podcast to seek understanding of other 
people’s experience. We can go to an event that gives us 
opportunities to have a conversation with someone new. 
The next Coffee and Conversations gathering is at 6 p.m. 
on March 17th and the conversation will be about 
providing service and meeting the needs of our diverse 
communities. Will you come?  

 
Lynnette Dobberpuhl 

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator 
Kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 

651-492-8188  
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 Core Team and Mission Corner... 

March Mission Of The Month 

The Core Team met Monday, February 21, at 6:30 
pm. Highlights of the discussion included: 
 
 New initiatives to improve our impact and 

identity in the community have come out of the 
CrossForm initiative. Some initiatives include 
designing banners and yard signs for the church 
and members, evaluating whether becoming a 
reconciling church is right for Holy Trinity, 
working to help with Community Ed programs 
for GED and English Language Learners (ELL), 
and the updated church directory expected in 
March.  

 Financially, It is too early in 2022 to project 
health with only one month for data, but the 
first month looks healthy. This impression is 
based in part because some of our folks give 
their entire year's contributions in January. A 
few more "normal" months are needed to help 
get a better picture. See the Finance update 
chart for more information. 

 Masking to prevent the spread of Covid and 
other germs is now recommended, not required. 
We are reminding our whole community that 
whether we choose to mask or not, we are all 
beloved children of God, and we must continue 
to welcome each other as such, and allow others 
to make their mask decisions without 
questioning them.  

 
Full minutes are available online at  https://
htumc.org/core-team/.  The next Core Team 
meeting will be Monday, March 21 at 6:30 p.m. 

Core Team Corner 

Thank you for donating  
$1172 to R.O.C.K. during the 
month of January as well as 
612 individual food items. 

The United Methodist Women (UMW) has evolved 
to become the largest women’s faith-based service 
and advocacy organization, underwriting programs 
that provide life-changing opportunities for women, 
children and youth.  We are organized for mission, 
and our mission giving is the foundation for our  
mission work.  It contributes to local mission,  
spiritual formation, programs for membership  
development and outreach in the community.  In 
addition to keeping some of our support local, we 
support mission programs and projects throughout 
the U.S. and around the world. 

Locally we give to the CAP Agency, Emma Norton 
and the UMW Legacy Fund.  We continue to explore 
where we can help, and we respond to where the 
need is the greatest.  

There are over 800,000 United Methodist Women 
around the world who have been united in faith, 
hope and love for over 150 years!   

https://htumc.org/core-team/
https://htumc.org/core-team/
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 Church Announcements... 

Trinity Readers 
Tuesday, March 29 

1:30pm at the Parsonage   

If you enjoy reading and discussing books,  
please join us! We often use the library book club 

kit so copies of the book are available.   

The book for March: 
The Four Winds by Kristin Hannah  

In Texas of 1934 millions are out of 
work and a drought has broken the 
Great Plains.  In this uncertain time, 

Elsa Martinelli-like many of her 
neighbors-must make an agonizing 

choice: fight for the land she loves or 
go west to California in search of a 

better life.  

Please contact Sandy Feldhake if you have any  
questions:  sfeldha1@msn.com  

Lakefront Bible Study 
March 1 & 15 @ 1:00-2:30pm 
Lakefront Plaza Party Room 

Current Study:  Making Sense of the 
Bible by Adam Hamilton 

Hamilton addresses often misunder-
stood biblical themes leading read-
ers to a deeper appreciation of the 
Bible so that they might hear God 
speak through it and find its words 
to be life-changing and life-giving.  

This study is open to all members and friends of 
the church.  Participants should order and  Easter Lilies 

$20 each 

If you’d like to order an Easter 
Lily, please write a check to Holy 

Trinity for $20 clearly labeled with 
“Easter Lily” on the memo line.  

All orders must be received in the 
church office by Monday, April 4. 

Daylight Savings Time  
begins Sunday, March 13.  
Don’t forget to set your 

clocks 1 hour ahead! 

To my Holy Trinity Family.  In case you were 
wondering why I haven’t been seen at HTUMC 

much lately I have been dealing with a  health issue 
which has side lined me for a bit.  I’m on the mend 
and hope to be back at the end of March.  Thank 

you for all your prayers, well wishes, calls, and 
more.  Love and blessings to you all.  Dot  

mailto:sfeldha1@msn.com
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 Church Announcements... 

UMW  
(United Methodist 
Women) for March 

Tuesday, March 8 at 2:00pm 
Gathering Space: Fellowship Hall 

We plan to begin to explore a 2021 Mission u study 
called Finding Peace in an Anxious World.  Our plan 
is to do this spiritual growth study during our regular 
UMW Gatherings from March-June 2022 (one  
chapter per month).  Chapter 1 will be covered at 
our March Gathering.   

Now more than ever anxiety has a grip on our  
physical, mental, spiritual, and emotional selves.  
Using a variety of methods, you will be able to  
identify ways to better control your anxiety.  Using 
both the book of Proverbs and The Serenity Prayer 
as a guide, this study will take you places you need 
to be and show you things you need to see in order 
to live a healthier life.  Come and explore an end to 
your anxiety.  We do have hope for a healthier  
existence. 

Attendees: please read the Intro & Chapter 1 from 
the book before March 8th if possible.  You are still 
welcome to join us if you don’t have access to the 
book.  Bring your Bible, a pen/pencil and a journal to 
use during our study.  We’ll be using videos from the 
Michigan Conference of United Methodist Women 
as our study. 

 
We invite you to experience this study -  

please join us!  Please contact Sharon Dougherty  
if you have any questions 

(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103). 
 
The United Methodist Women (UMW) is a community of 
women whose purpose is: *To know God and to  
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ, *To develop a creative supportive fellowship, and 
*To expand concepts of missions through participation 
in the global ministries of the church. Come and join, 
membership is open to all women – any woman who  
accepts the purpose and is willing to participate in the 
work of the United Methodist Women through prayer, 
giving and service may become a member.  We are a 
group of “Women in Mission” acting as advocates for 
women, children & youth, both at home & abroad. 

Youth Announcements 

Our youth are planning a mission trip / spiritual 
retreat this summer to Rapid City, SD and the 
beautiful Black Hills. We are narrowing down the 
dates right now but it appears the trip will either be 
in the last weeks of June or the last week of July. 
Any families with kids completing grade 6th-12th 
who are interested in hearing more should contact 
Lynnette at kidsandfamilies@htumc.org .  

If you wish it was easier to find ways to talk about 
faith as a family (around the dinner table, or in the 
car, for instance) one great way would be to do the 
Love Is The Way study! There are separate groups 
for adults and for youth (recommended for 6th 
grade and up). Older youth can also join the adult 
group if they prefer. This study brings Biblical 
teaching to life for application in our current world 
situation. The youth study does not require reading 
the book, although youth who want to are 
encouraged to do so. More information and a link to 
registration can be found at https://htumc.org/
events/lent-small-groups/ or contact Lynnette. 

   Lakefront Music Fest Volunteers Needed 

 

 

Lakefront Music Fest  - July 8-9, 2022 

Volunteers will get complimentary  admission to 
the festival, a volunteer only parking lot, a  

dedicated shuttle bus to the park and a T-shirt. 
They are again raising the point value for  

volunteers from $11.40 to $15/point.  

Here are the positions Holy Trinity is trying to fill... 

 Admissions--scan tickets, 7/8, 3:45-7:00PM  
(6 people needed) 

 Pop/Water-sell pop/water, be able to make 
change, process credit cards,  7/8, 4:15-8:00PM 
(6 people needed) 

Please contact the church office if you would like 
to volunteer:  office@htumc.org/952-447-2990. 

Let me know what position you would like to  
volunteer for as well as  your name, email address, 

phone number and shirt size . 

mailto:sdsrdougherty@gmail.com
mailto:kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
https://htumc.org/events/lent-small-groups/
https://htumc.org/events/lent-small-groups/
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              Sun              Mon              Tue               Wed            Thur         Fri        Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
1:00pm Lakefront 
             Bible Study 

 
 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

    

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 

 
 

 
 
7:00pm  Worship 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 

9:30am Indoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 
 
 

 

  

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
 

7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm  Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
 
 
6:30pm  Worship 
7-8pm Small Group 
7:00pm Choir 

  
 

 
10-11am Small 
Group (ZOOM) 

 
 
 

 
7-8pm Small 
Group (ZOOM) 

 

 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

  

  
 
 

 

 
 

9:30am Indoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 

1:00pm Lakefront 
             Bible Study 

 
 
3-5pm Quilters 
 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 

 

 
 

  
  
 
  

  

 
 
 

10-11am Small 
Group (ZOOM) 
 

 
 

 
7-8pm Small 
Group (ZOOM) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

 

 
 

  
      
9:30am Indoor  
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 

  

 
 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
6:30pm Core Team 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

 

 
 
 

 
6:30pm  Worship 
7-8pm Small Group 
7:00pm Choir 

  
 
 
10-11am Small 
Group (ZOOM) 

 
 
 

 
7-8pm Small 
Group (ZOOM) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 
 

   
 

9:30am Indoor 
Worship/Live-Stream 
9:30 Sunday School 
 
 
 

 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 
 

 
 

 

1:30pm  Trinity  
               Readers 
 

 
  
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  
 

 
 

 
 
6:30pm Worship 
7-8pm Small Group 
7:00pm Choir 

 

  
 
 
 
 

10-11am Small 
Group (ZOOM) 
 
 

 

 
7-8pm Small 
Group (ZOOM) 

 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

6            7               8              9               10           11         12 

27      28         29    30       31 

                     1    2             3             4     5 

20       21              22           23              24       25     26 

13         14              15              16              17      18         19 

Calendar Subject to Change 

 
 
 

 
 

 
6:30pm  Worship 
7-8pm Small Group 
7:00pm Choir 

2:00pm UMW  
Fellowship Hall 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  9:30am Inside the Sanctuary 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


