Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”

May, 2022

“My Opinion”
The other day, I was asked, in response to the letter that
was sent out regarding the May 1 congregational meeting,
“What is your opinion on this?” It was a fair and good
question, and I was glad to be able to respond. Because I
think others may be thinking the same thing, let me share
an extended response here.
My quick and initial response was, “I am in favor of
becoming a Reconciling Congregation, but in the end I
don’t have a vote.” As an Ordained Elder in the Minnesota
Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, my
membership is in the Annual Conference, not any one local
church. When a final vote is taken on this issue, only
members of the church are able to vote.
But for those who ask, I am in favor of the action, and
here’s why:
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Since 1972, when the first restrictive language was
added to our Book of Discipline stating that
“homosexuality is incompatible with Christian
teaching,” I have witnessed the harm inflicted. I have
heard stories of laypeople who have been oppressed
by this language, and friends who have had to deny
their call to ministry (or deny their identity) because of
it. John Wesley’s first “simple rule” is “Do no harm.”
Becoming a Reconciling Congregation seeks to stop the
harm being inflicted upon our LGBTQ neighbors.



In 2019, the Minnesota Annual Conference
overwhelmingly supported an aspirational vision that
articulated a Methodism “rooted in Jesus, grounded in
Wesleyan theology, inclusive of all persons, and
engaged in the work of justice and reconciliation.”
Continued on next page...
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Pastor Chad, continued..
Over the next period of time (approximately 12
months), Holy Trinity Church will be hosting regular
gatherings designed to share information and
conversation, listening and learning. I hope that you
will take every opportunity possible to learn more
about the vision and direction that has been set
before this church. You are the ones who will be
making the final vote. Please make it a prayerful and
 The overwhelming message throughout the Bible informed one.
is one of love – unconditional love of all of God’s
people. Jesus emphasized this message when he Blessings,
Pastor Chad
was asked about the most important things.
“Love God” and “love your neighbor as yourself”
was his response. Becoming a Reconciling
NEW Funeral Lunch Policy
Congregation is an act of selfless love for others.
At the time of the death of a loved one, the
opportunity to celebrate life is incredibly important
 Finally, I think again about the harm that has
for families and loved ones. Holy Trinity Church
been set upon our sisters and brothers who
has, in the past, offered families a “full service” time
identify as LGBTQ. In my opinion, no individual
of lunch/fellowship following funerals held at the
should ever be labeled as “incompatible with
Christian teaching.” God created each and every church. However, because of the declining number
of people available to prepare and serve meals, we
one of us in God’s own image. When the day of
will be changing this. Families will still have the
the creation of the first humans was completed,
option to gather in the Fellowship Hall for food and
God announced “it is very good.” In addition, I
fellowship, if desired. But now it will be the
believe that all persons who are called by God
responsibility of the family to arrange for that food
and possess the gifts and graces for ordained
to be selected, prepared, and delivered to the
ministry should be allowed to become ordained.
church. A list of catering services will be shared
Becoming a Reconciling Congregation would
with the family if needed. A Funeral Coordinator
allow us to make a statement repenting of our
from the church will arrange for everything to be
entanglement with these acts of injustice and
set up in the Fellowship Hall (including beverages)
exclusion.
and cleaned up afterwards, and a small fee will be
charged to the family for this person’s services. We
I have come to these understandings after being
involved in conversations about them for as long as I hope that this change will continue the opportunity
for families to gather in fellowship and celebration
have been a pastor (almost 30 years now!). I have
following the loss of a loved one.
done extensive reading and study, and I have taken
Shortly afterwards, the Core leadership Team of
this church voted to affirm this vision and take
action to live into it. Becoming a Reconciling
Congregation would be a bold, public expression
of our desire to be “inclusive of all persons.” In
addition, I believe the action is a bold expression
of justice and reconciliation.

the time to listen to those who are even more
directly affected by the language of our Book of
Discipline.
Continued above...

UWF Thank You!
Our United Women in Faith had the honor of being
Holy Trinity’s “Mission of the Month” in March.
We’d like to say THANK YOU from the bottom of our
hearts for your generous giving which enables us to
continue our support of local, national, and aroundthe-world mission programs and projects.
Sharon Dougherty
on behalf of Holy Trinity’s UWF
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Children, Youth and Family...
"Filters"

That person who is a different age, or race, or is
differently dressed may have a word you need to
hear or be a connection that will turn out to be a
gift. I am not saying it will always go well. Your effort
may feel awkward or be refused, and that is okay.
Just the act of reaching out in hopeful and willing
obedience to God’s call to love others is rewarding
and plants a seed in both you, and the person you
reach out to. The more obedient we are to God, the
more we grow in connection with God and in the
power of the Holy Spirit. The more of us who are
obedient to God, the more connected and powerful
we are as a congregation. The early church in the
book of Acts believed in Jesus and they followed his
teaching and example because of that belief. Their
reputation of being so powerful in love and the Holy
Spirit made the church grow in astonishing numbers
as the wealthy and the poor, the powerful and the
vulnerable were attracted to their caring
community.

Life is complicated. Tasks, challenges, opportunities,
and information are bombarding us all the time and
we deal with this overwhelming flow by using filters.
Rather than looking at all jobs available, we filter
down to the ones in the area we are interested in,
or pay what we hope to get, or are closest to us. We
filter down class options to the ones that will help us
get the future job we want, or that we think we will
do well in. We filter our relationships, paying more
attention to people that give us a feeling of warmth
and connection, or people who have a skill, style, or
personality we admire. Very often we filter tasks,
opportunities, and relationships to those that seem
easiest. We are not necessarily lazy about it, but
physical and emotional energy is precious, and we
guard it by using it on the easiest things and on
things we value the most.
Last month I wrote about how feeling like we belong
(in church and in the world) is so valuable. Feeling
disconnected and isolated can make it hard to
participate in a group, and often makes a person
feel guarded, or afraid of being judged. I also wrote
we are more likely to experience a feeling of
belonging only when we let that guard down, and
embrace that we are created well by God, and
believe that even if not everybody “gets us,” that we
are still beloved and do belong. Today, I would like
to challenge us to examine how we help others feel
THEY belong. If all of us are waiting for someone
else to welcome us into a place of belonging, to
make the first move, we will all wait forever. It helps
to remember that Jesus himself calls us into ways of
belonging to God and belonging to each other.

Could choosing to extend a welcome to someone
you don’t know well or feel awkward around do
something good in your life? Could it increase your
hope, joy, power or faith? Could it grow our
reputation as a community that loves God, uplifts
people, inspires hope and grows disciples? We
won’t know unless we try. Let’s set down our guards
and let go of our short cuts for who we want to
welcome. Let’s trust that God has a purpose for us,
and for the people God brings into our lives. Let us
trust that there is room for us all.

Lynnette Dobberpuhl
Children, Youth & Family Coordinator
Kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
651-492-8188

No one has to earn a place in the community of
Christ. We may not know each other as well as we
could, but we all belong here. Once we accept that,
and invite the Holy Spirit to work in us and through
us (I am seriously asking you to pray for this to
happen,) we can turn our attention to the people
around us, in church and in the world. What
neighbor will you bless with a hello, or a smile, or a
question to invite a conversation? That serious
looking person sitting alone may seem intimidating,
but may just be sad or uncomfortable and aching for
friendly gesture.
Continued above...
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Core Team and Mission Corner...
Core Team Corner

May Mission Of The Month

The Core Team met on Monday, April 25. Highlights
of the discussion included:




The number of people in attendance at worship
both in person and online during Holy Week and
the most recent Sunday were very good, and the
energy was also very positive. Many thanks go
to all our volunteers and staff who lend their
gifts to the team effort of making worship one of
the best things we do at Holy Trinity.

Families & Individuals Sharing Hope, or FISH
has been formed in Scott County with a mission to
partner together to meet human needs so that
individuals will be able to live healthy, transformed
lives.

After worship on May 1, members of the
CrossForm team will lead an informational
meeting. This meeting will resume the
conversation begun in 2019 with the survey over
100 people in our congregation took about how
our congregation leans on the issue of full
inclusion of LGBTQ+ people in ministry and the
language in the Book of Discipline. One of the
questions in the survey was about what interest
we have in becoming a Reconciling
Congregation. This meeting will explain what a
Reconciling Ministry is, why we would consider
it, and the timeline for the stages ahead to learn
about it. We encourage everyone to bring their
questions and an open heart to hear more!



We are in the process of making some new signs
to raise Holy Trinity's visibility in the community.
Watch for more info!



STORM Camp is coming back to Holy Trinity, this
time with a four day experience from
Wednesday afternoon on July 13 to Saturday
morning on July 16. Kids and adults from all over
Minnesota will be coming here to work on jobs
in Prior Lake and surrounding communities,
worship, play, eat, sleep at the church, and grow
in spirit. This camp is for youth who have
completed 7th-12th grades, but adult drivers are
also needed. As hosts, we will also be recruiting
people to work in the kitchen on evenings and
mornings (food is provided by STORM camp)
and with the tool trailers to check in/out tools
and supplies in the evenings and mornings.
Contact Lynnette ASAP for registration
paperwork for youth and more information for
any adults interested in being part of this
amazing experience.
Continued

FISH is a network of organizations which operates
as a nonprofit and is designed to help our partners
meet the needs of their clients, parishioners, and
community members. When a registered FISH
partner submits a need, FISH posts the need to the
Partner network with the hope that a partner or an
affiliate can help the person in transition.
Fish partners are representatives of the faith
community, local government and education
entities, service organizations and nonprofits, and
businesses which serve Scott County residents and
agree that by partnering together we can meet
human need in our community.

Thank you for donating
$1304 to United Women in Faith (formerly UMW)
during the month of March.
These donations will be used for local mission,
spiritual formation, programs for membership
development and outreach in our community.
(Also, Lynnette’s son is getting married on July
16 so YOU GET EXTRA GOLD STARS for helping.)
When the full minutes are approved they will be
posted on the website at https://htumc.org/coreteam/. The next Core Team meeting will be on
Monday, May 16 at 6:30 p.m.
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Church Announcements...
Trinity Readers
Tuesday, May 31
1:30pm at the Parsonage
If you enjoy reading and discussing books,
please join us! We often use the library book club
kit so copies of the book are available.

Tuesday, May 10 at 2:00pm
Gathering Space: Fellowship Hall
Join us as we continue our 2021 Mission u study
called Finding Peace in an Anxious World. Using
both the book of Proverbs and The Serenity Prayer
as a guide, along with a video series, we’re exploring
ways to control our anxiety and live a healthier life.
It’s a great journey to do as individuals together!
Attendees: please read Chapter 3 from the book
before May 10 if possible. You are still welcome to
join us if you don’t have access to the book.
Bring your Bible, a pen/pencil and a journal to use
during our study.
Please contact Sharon Dougherty
if you have any questions
(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103).

The book for May:
The Story of Arthur Truluv by Elizabeth Berg
A beautiful, life-affirming novel
about a remarkably loving man
who creates for himself and
others second chances at
happiness.
Please contact Sandy Feldhake if
you have any questions:
sfeldha1@msn.com

Graduate Recognition—Sunday, June 12

Lakefront Bible Study

Graduation is coming up fast! If you have a student
in your family who is graduating from high school, a
vocational program, boot camp or a college
program, contact Lynnette by May 22 so they can be
included in a celebration powerpoint and be blessed
by the prayers of the congregation on June 12. We
look forward to celebrating with you!

May 17 & 31 @ 1:00-2:30pm
Lakefront Plaza Party Room
Current Study: Making Sense of the
Bible by Adam Hamilton
Hamilton addresses often misunderstood biblical themes leading readers to a deeper appreciation of the
Bible so that they might hear God
speak through it and find its words
to be life-changing and life-giving.

Nursery Available
It has been exciting to see more babies and toddlers
in our worship time, but we know it can be a
challenge for them to sit through a whole service. If
you are interested in being part of a rotation to
minister to parents by helping in the nursery one
Sunday every one or two months, please contact
Lynnette. Until we have a regular rotation set up, we
invite parents to take a break with their little ones if
needed in our nursery, where we will also be
streaming worship on a laptop. As a reminder, there
is a baby changing station in the "Family Restroom"
on the lower level (across from the K-4th grade
classroom, near the parking lot door.)

This study is open to all members and friends of
the church. Participants should order and
purchase their own book.
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Church Announcements...
Music & Pizza Event!

What could be more
wonderful than having
people who want to
come to Sunday school
and church? What could
be more awful than NOT
being able to come
because transportation is a barrier? If you would
be willing to drive the church van, or your own car
to help people get to church, please let us know by
contacting the church office. If you are a person
who could use help getting to church, let us know
that also! We already have a few names on the list,
and would be glad to add you as we figure this out.

On May 22, 2022 following our worship service, we
will be hosting a music and pizza event for the
people of Holy Trinity, family members, friends, &
our greater community. Plan to attend as we enjoy
the music of The Jumpin’ Jehoshaphats and wood
fired pizza with fixings.
This is a FREE event and will be held outside on the
church grounds. Food will be served from 11:00am
to 1:00pm. Beverages will be provided.
Plan to attend the service at 9:30 AND invite
others. The Jumpin Jehoshaphats will lead our
worship music before moving outside to play, sing,
& join us in fellowship.

Highway Cleanup
Sunday, May 15

Put it on your calendar- you don’t want to miss it!

STORM CAMP
JULY 13-16, 2022
Holy Trinity UMC, Prior Lake

This time-honored tradition is a great fundraiser for
youth activities and actually a very satisfying event
in itself. We need 10-12 people to pick up litter
along County Road 42 on Sunday, May 15. Adults
and kids are needed (but be aware we will be
working along the road, so parents must
accompany younger kids.) It is a fun day and a
great way to love our neighbors and care for God's
creation. Cool orange safety vests are provided.
Call, email or text Lynnette to let her know you are
in. We will eat a quick bite
after worship and then load
up the van to get to work.

STORM (Service To Others in Relational Ministry)
Camp is registering 7th-12th grade youth NOW.
Lynnette has registration information and is happy
to answer questions. You can contact her via text,
email or phone, or stop and visit with her and the
youth in the Fellowship Hall after worship. This
camp has changed lives, and we would very much
like you to be a part of it, either as a camper or an
adult volunteer. You can also see more info in the
Core Team Corner!

Be a highway hero and
sign up today!

Vacation Bible School
August 8-11 (evenings)
Spring Church Cleanup

We are working on getting registration set up, but if
you would like to sign up to help with activities,
providing food, helping decorate, assisting with
photography, or story telling, Lynnette and Heather
Zehnder want to hear from you! This is always super
fun, and it is a lot easier when many hands work
together to bring our children and families a
memorable experience of the church in action. Our
theme this year is Discovery on Adventure Island,
with lots of colorful experiences that help tell the
story of God's love.

Saturday, May 21
9:00am-12:00pm
The Trustees will be at
the church and they
could use your help.
Please consider helping
if you are able.
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Church Finance Report...
Holy Trinity United Method Church
2022 Actual to Budget
March 31, 2022
Year to Date
2022 Budget

Year to Date

Month Only

% of Budget

235,000

60,833

16,094

103.5%

15,000

3,773

260

100.6%

Operating Income

Pledged
Regular Unpledged
Other One-Time
Total Income

-

-

-

-

250,000

64,606

16,354

103.4%

Administrative and Salaries

102,400

24,894

8,580

97.2%

Pastoral Ministries

103,600

25,215

7,887

97.4%

Apportionments

30,000

7,203

2,401

96.0%

Property and Maintenance

39,000

8,827

4,843

90.5%

5,000

1,565

534

125.2%

Total Expenses

280,000

67,704

24,245

96.7%

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

(30,000)

(3,098)

(7,891)

41.3%

Operating Expenses

Other
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Holy Trinity UMC
(952) 447-2990
office@htumc.org

Calendar Subject to Change
Sun

1

Mon

2

9:30am Worship/
Live-Stream
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am All-Church
Meeting

9-11am AA
at the parsonage

8

9

9:30am Worship/
Live-Stream
9:30am Sunday
School

7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

9:30am Worship/
Live-Stream
9:30am Sunday
School
11am-2pm Highway
Cleanup

22
9:30am Worship/
Live-Stream
9:30am Last Day of
Sunday School
11:00am Pizza &
Music Event

3

16

Wed

4

7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

10

11

7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

17

24

9-11am AA
at the parsonage

9:30am Worship/
Live-Stream

9-11am AA
at the parsonage
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

7

12

13

14
10am-2pm
Al-Anon
at the
parsonage

7:00pm Choir

18

4-6:30pm Quilters
7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

30

6

2:00pm UWF
Fellowship Hall

6:30pm Core Team
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

29

Sat

5

8:30am Moment of Prayer

8:30am Moment of Prayer
1:00pm Lakefront
Bible Study

7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

Fri

7:00pm Choir

9-11am AA
at the parsonage

23

Thur

8:30am Moment of Prayer

9-11am AA
at the parsonage

7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

15

Tue

20

21

26

27

28

9am-12pm
Spring
Church
Cleanup

6:30pm 7th/8th
Confirmation
7:00pm Choir

25
8:30am Moment of Prayer

7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

19

7:00pm Choir

31
1:00pm Lakefront
Bible Study
1:30pm Trinity
Readers
7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

8
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372
Worship: 9:30am (in-person & online)
Pastor: Rev. Chad Gilbertson
(952) 356-4616 pastor@htumc.org
Family Ministries: Lynnette Dobberpuhl
(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
Church Admin: Tina Chant
(952) 447-2990 office@htumc.org

Church website: www.htumc.org

Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.”
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