Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”

June, 2022

“All Are Welcome”
If you were at the May 1 All-Church meeting, or have been
in the church lobby in the past week, you may have seen
or heard reference to signs and flags/banners that are
available to our members and friends and will soon be
displayed at church. This idea of this messaging was
brought to the Core Team, discussed, and voted on after a
number of edits and revisions were done to the design.
The display of these signs and flags is not part of our
discussion about whether or not we will become a
Reconciling Congregation. Displaying these flags at church
and offering these signs to our members and friends does
not mean a decision about becoming Reconciling has
already been made. They are, instead, a public statement
about who we are as United Methodists and, more
specifically, a proclamation of our commitment at Holy
Trinity United Methodist Church to be open and inclusive
of all who might wish to attend our services and events.
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There are several places in our United Methodist Book of
Discipline (our “operating manual” for the UMC) that point
to our inclusive nature.
 Article IV of the Constitution of the UMC: The United
Methodist Church acknowledges that all persons are of
sacred worth. All persons without regard to race, color,
national origin, status, or economic condition, shall be
eligible to attend its worship services, participate in its
programs, receive the sacraments, (etc.)
 The Mission and Ministry of the Church, Section VI:
Called to Inclusiveness: Inclusiveness means openness,
acceptance, and support that enables all persons to
participate in the life of the Church
 Paragraph 243: Organization and Administration of the
Local Church – Primary Tasks: In carrying out its
primary task, it shall be organized so that adequate
provision is made for…seeking inclusiveness in all
aspects of its life.
Continued on next page...
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Pastor Chad, continued..
So if this is the belief of the United Methodist
Church, why do we need to say so explicitly?
Because I believe that the public either has never
heard this message about our church, or because
this message has become overshadowed by other
messages contained in our Book of Discipline.

New Flag Banners Coming to Holy Trinity!

Messages like these:
 Paragraph 161g: The United Methodist Church
does not condone the practice of homosexuality
and considers this practice incompatible with
Christian teaching.
 Paragraph 304.3: The practice of homosexuality
is incompatible with Christian teaching.
Therefore self-avowed practicing homosexuals
are not to be certified as candidates, ordained as
ministers, or appointed to serve in the United
Methodist Church.
 Paragraph 341.6: Ceremonies that celebrate
homosexual unions shall not be conducted by our
ministers and shall not be conducted in our
buildings.

Flags will be approximately 6ft x 2ft and will be
displayed outside the church. If you would like to
help cover the cost of the flags, please contact
Pastor Chad.

Continuing The Discussion
On May 1, a group in support of becoming a
Reconciling Ministry Network (RMN) church
presented information about what a RMN church is,
why we are considering it as an option for our
congregation, and what the timeline looks like as
we explore this option further. People asked great
questions at that meeting (the presentation and
Q&A can be found on our website at https://
htumc.org/why-umc/) and there will be more small
and larger group conversations in the months ahead
as we do the events on the timeline. Knowing that
not everybody is comfortable giving opinions or
asking questions in groups, the RMN leaders are
also inviting you to 1:1 conversations. They will
listen, take notes for the larger group to consider
and if you have questions, will offer the best
answers we have or will seek out the answers if we
don't know. If you are interested in having a 1:1
conversation you can contact Pastor Chad
Gilbertson(pastor@htumc.org), Kay Petterson
(jwpkap@msn.com), Tina Chant(office@htumc.org), Don
Oram(donald.oram@gmail.com), Deanna Hawkins
(deanna_hawkins@optum.com), Carol Ottoson
(ottoem50@aol.com), Lynnette Dobberpuhl
(kidsandfamilies@htumc.org), Lori Boynton
(lboynton99@gmail.com) or Cindy Bahmer
(mcbah@comcast.net) to set up a time to talk.

Do you hear the disconnect between the first set of
statements and the second? And it’s the second set
of statements, the oppressive and exclusionary
statements, which the greater public seems to be
hearing. We know who we are and what we’re all
about. We don’t need a sign to remind ourselves
that we welcome everyone. But by displaying these
signs and flags we are saying to our neighbors and
friends, to the countless numbers of people who
walk, drive, or bike by our church (or our homes),
“We seek to live into the open and inclusive
language that affirms and welcomes all, not the part
of the church that excludes because of who
someone is or how they have been labeled.” And if
that results in even one person – one person who
might have been thinking that no church would
welcome or accept them for who they are - coming
through our doors, then I’d count that as a win.
Blessings,
Pastor Chad
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Children, Youth and Family...
"Being Well"

This verse, this Psalm, calls us to remember who we
serve, and why. When I interrupt my busyness or
my self-indulgence and give God all my attention, I
reset my focus. There is nothing wrong with doing,
and there is nothing wrong with resting, but when I
have lost my focus on what truly matters, my work
is for nothing, and my rest will not restore me.

I may have overdone it a bit these past few weeks.
My body and brain are signaling that I have been
going at work and life too hard, covering too much
territory. Whenever I do this, it feels like a spiral
where a simple plan of what I need to do becomes
increasingly more demanding. I try to do everything
better, and then still better, then I add more to the
to-do list. If I were to stop and re-evaluate, I would
see that I am not making anything better in any way
that truly matters. If I don’t stop and re-evaluate,
the cycle continues until I am exhausted. Not
exhausted in the calm, “I have done all the good I
could today,” sense but in the anxious “did I do
enough?” mindset that does not allow good rest or
well-being.

When was the last time you took ten minutes, or
even five minutes, to put away your phone and your
to-do list, cleared your thoughts and set your mind
on God? If it has been a while, it will feel weird or
even uncomfortable to do at first. Your brain will
rebel and try to move you back into thinking about
the next assignment or remembering that funny
video. Don’t let that stop you or upset you.
Acknowledge the interruption and offer it to God as
you return your focus. And repeat for that entire
five (or ten) minutes. Breathe. End with giving
thanks to God, even if you found it frustrating. Then
do it again tomorrow. Trust that honoring God with
your time and attention will in time bring you joy,
strength and courage. This is a busy season in a
culture that values, even demands doing more,
when what we need is an adjustment to our focus
so what we do matters more, for our own wellbeing and the world’s.

There is another response to this problem of “so
much to do.” It is to withdraw, to seek comfort and
escape by numbing ourselves. Some might find that
escape through alcohol or drugs, but it can also be
found by wanting and buying things, by seeking
pleasure in getting something that catches our eye
but won’t in the end soothe our feeling of need for
more than a little while. If you are on social media it
might be the endless scroll. Sometimes when I feel
tired or sad or bored, I will watch a funny cat video
that leads into a lifehack video. The next thing I
know it is an hour later, and even though I know I
was entertained briefly I still feel tired, sad, or
bored. And, anxious because I just lost an hour I
should have used better. Social media is set up to
keep the scroll going and does not care about your
well-being.

I will be gone on vacation from May 27-June 5,
which I know will be helpful in resetting my rhythm
and priorities, but I couldn’t wait. Today I returned
to the practice of being still (and humble) in God’s
presence. Don’t seek well-being at the end of a todo list, or through entertainment or connection in
the digital world. Don’t wait for well-being to find
you. Seek God, and the rest will follow.

You may have experienced one or both of these
ways of dealing with the anxiety we face in life. The
uncertainty and challenges we experience in our
own day-to-day lives are significant, and the news of
the world we live in only adds to it. There is good in
doing work to help things move forward. There is
good in taking time for entertainment and to step
away from demands. But when anxiety is doing the
driving, we will overdo it. The only thing I know that
truly helps me is the one thing I find hardest to
remember to do when anxiety is pushing me: “Be
still, and know that I am God.” (Psalm 46:10)

Lynnette Dobberpuhl
Children, Youth & Family Coordinator

Continued above...
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Core Team and Mission Corner...
Core Team Corner

June Mission Of The Month

The Core Team met on Monday, May 16, 2022.
Highlights of the discussion include:


Our giving remains steady as projected, but still
falls short of spending. See the finance report on
page 8 for more information. We are continuing
to look at ways to be invitational and to follow
up with our newer folks to find out what
brought them to Holy Trinity and what keeps
them coming back.



The response to the May 1 meeting about the
Reconciling Ministries Network was discussed.
Many attended that meeting and asked helpful
questions. A video of the presentation and a
recap of the Q&A can be found at https://
htumc.org/why-umc/. It was asked if someone
who is more on the conservative side should join
with leadership on the RMN team to present a
different viewpoint. The RMN team is made up
of people who are invested in and seek to
advocate for a more inclusive church, so while
asking a person with a different goal to lead on
that team might not make sense, we can invite
other viewpoints by giving people opportunity
to ask questions or express other perspectives
anonymously or in a 1:1 setting, give them
opportunities to suggest other topics or studies
to be added to the timeline, and continue to
invite people with all viewpoints to participate in
the timeline events.

Your special mission giving in June will help support
programs for our children and youth at Holy Trinity.
Your gift will help purchase Bibles for our third
graders, supplies and curriculum to make our Sunday
school for K-4th grade fun and educational, study
materials, snacks and games to keep our youth
connected, supplies, curriculum, food, decorations
and T-shirts to bring excitement to our Vacation
Bible School program, and scholarships to help our
kids and youth attend camp programs. This year we
are also sending eight youth and four adults to do
service work in Rapid City, SD and do some spiritual
retreat work in the Black Hills. Thank you for your
support of our programs and our kids!

The full minutes can be found at https://htumc.org/
core-team/. The next Core Team meeting will be on
June 20 at 6:30 p.m. Core Team meetings are open
to the congregation. If you have an agenda item
please contact the Core Team Chair Deanna
Hawkins or the church office to have it added to the
agenda.
Thank you for donating
$5536.00 to UMCOR’s International Disaster
Response and Recovery Fund during the month
of April and for our Easter offering.
This fund will provide direct assistance to those in
Ukraine as well as assistance to Ukrainians fleeing
to neighboring countries. One hundred percent of
all contributions will go to the designated cause.
4

Church Announcements...
Movie and Discussion—June 2
Holy Trinity will be showing the movie For They
Know Not What They Do with discussion time to
follow, on Thursday, June 2 from 9:30-11:30am and
from 6:30-8:30pm in the church sanctuary. This
documentary looks at four faith-based families with
LGBTQ+ children caught in the crosshairs of
sexuality, identity, and scripture.

Tuesday, June 14 at 2:00pm
Gathering Space: Fellowship Hall
Join us as we continue our 2021 Mission u study
called Finding Peace in an Anxious World. Using
both the book of Proverbs and The Serenity Prayer
as a guide, along with a video series, we’re exploring
ways to control our anxiety and live a healthier life.
It’s a great journey to do as individuals together!
Due to technical difficulties beyond our control, we
were not able to view the video for Charter 3 in May
so we will do so at our June Gathering. You’re still
welcome to join us if you don’t have access to the
book. Bring your Bible, a pen/pencil and a journal to
use during our study.
Please contact Sharon Dougherty
if you have any questions
(sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103).

Future Events:
Thursday, July 7 (9:30-11:00am & 6:30-8:00pm)
United Methodist Polity and Book of Discipline
discussion led by Pastor Chad
Wednesday, August 17 6:30-8:00pm
A playful but serious evening of Sand Art and
Word Art led by Lynnette Dobberpuhl
All ages are welcome to attend!

Congratulations to our 2022 Confirmands
Join us
Sunday
June 5

CONGRATULATIONS!
Kudos to Connie Scott and Nancy Iverson for
completing one of the UWF Reading Program Plans.
There are four plans to choose from, and books are
selected by the UWF Reading Program Committee.
Connie completed Plan IV (20 books a year), and
Nancy completed Plan I (5 books a year). If you like
to read and are interested in this program, please
contact Nancy Iverson for details at 612-747-1630.

Zachary Allen Zehnder
Kate Phyllis Kucera
Ava Marie Anderson

Graduate Recognition—Sunday, June 12
Please join us on Sunday, June 12 to celebrate our
2022 graduates. We will honor our grads in a
celebration powerpoint and they will be blessed by
the prayers of the congregation. Graduation cake
will be served after the service.

Would you like to
order a Holy Trinity
yard sign?

Mentoring

Do you have an interest in being a positive presence
for a young person who could use some
encouragement? ISD 719 is hoping to expand a
version of the STRIDE program used at Bridges
Alternative Learning Center to the PLHS. The
Please contact the church office if you would like to
order a yard sign (office@htumc.org or 952-447-2990). commitment would be to meet with a student once
or twice a month at the school. It isn't that hard to
Signs cost $10/each (if you would like a sign but are
make a real difference. Contact Lynnette to find out
unable to cover the cost, please let the church office
more about this program that will begin in the fall.
know when ordering.)
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Church Announcements...
Trinity Readers
Tuesday, June 28

Retirement Announcement
With sincerest "Thanks" for many, many years of
sharing her gift of music, Dot Berggren will be
retiring as pianist and organist at the end of May.
She was often seen Sundays at the piano or organ
with a warm smile and ready hug for all her friends
at Holy Trinity. Beyond the Sunday services, Dot
spent countless hours helping coordinate and
prepare the music for the services and providing
leadership in many different ways:

1:30pm at the Parsonage
If you enjoy reading and discussing books,
please join us! We often use the library book club
kit so copies of the book are available.
The book for June:
The Sentence by Louise Erdrich
A wickedly funny ghost story,
a tale of passion, of a complex
marriage, and of a woman's
relentless errors.

-Partnering with the Pastor in weaving hymn
selection and special music to fit with the week's
scriptures

Please contact Sandy Feldhake if you have any
questions: sfeldha1@msn.com

-Lifting the energy and smiles of the Sunday school
singers with the "Donut Song" and other favorites.
-Weaving the beautiful Lori Line-style melodies in
the preludes, offertories and postludes.

STORM CAMP
JULY 13-16, 2022

-Bringing life to the bell choir and always
championing for more "ringers" that supported the
inclusive and welcoming nature of the church.

STORM (Service To Others in Relational Ministry)
Camp will be held at Holy Trinity again this year, but
this time we will be doing a sleepover camp from
Wednesday evening to Saturday morning July 13-16.
We will work Thursday and Friday and the rest of
the time will be worship, team building, eating and
fun. This camp is for youth completing 7th-12th
grades. Register NOW - forms are in the church
office, or you can find a link to a pdf to download
here: https://htumc.org/kids-youth/. (Note: Holy
Trinity pays half your registration of $50, adult
volunteers are free.)

-Welcoming new musicians into the fold and offering
to accompany summer's special music musicians.
-Interjecting humor and fun into meetings and
preparations for service.
-Being a loving and caring friend!
With retirement comes more opportunities for us all
to enjoy Dot's warmth, compassion and humor as
she joins us in the pews.
Congratulations Dot and many thanks for sharing
your musical talents with all of us.

Vacation Bible School
August 8-11

New Church Directory

VBS returns August 8-11 for kids who are preK-6th
grade, and we are looking for youth in older grades
and adults to help lead and work behind the scenes.
We will be running VBS from 5-7:30pm and need
folks who can decorate, lead games, act out stories,
encourage others, keep things tidy, and put kidfriendly meals together. Can you help? Let Lynnette
know! This can count for service or leadership hours
for NHS or other needs, depending on what kind of
volunteering you do. To register preK-6th grade
kids, go to https://htumc.org/kids-youth/vacationbible-school-2022/

The new church directory is ready and
can be viewed online at https://bit.ly/
HTUMCdirectory2022. If you would
like a printed copy of the directory,
please contact the church office (office@htumc.org
or 952-447-2990). The printed directories cost
$10/each (if you would like a printed directory but
are unable to cover the cost, please let the church
office know when ordering.) Thank you to Tanya
Alemu for all her hard work putting the directory
together!
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2022 Graduates...

Congratulations to our 2022 Graduates!
Anna Mestnik
Daughter of Janean and Joe Mestnik, graduate of Prior Lake High School.
She will attend the University of South Dakota and major in music education and piano performance.
Morgan Erickson
Daughter of Karen and Chris Erickson, graduate of Prior Lake High School.
She will attend the University of Kansas and major in pre-law/political science.
Elizabeth Lindeen
Daughter of Kim and Jerry Lindeen, graduate of Shakopee High School.
She will attend the University of Iowa and major in criminology (pre-law path).
Paige Broze
Daughter of Sara and Mike Broze, graduate of Shakopee High School.
She will attend the University of North Dakota and major in Rehabilitation and Human Services (pre OT track).
Lauren Larson
Daughter of Jess and Greg Larson, granddaughter of Patsy Larson, graduate of Prior Lake High School.
She will attend UW-Lacrosse and major in biology to become a pediatric oncologist.
Jack Hulskotter
Son of Amy and Dannon Hulskotter, graduate of Prior Lake High School.
He will attend Iowa State University to study actuarial science.
Elizabeth Sigin
Daughter of Suzy Benjamin and David Sigin, graduate of Prior Lake High School.
She is making plans for the upcoming year.
Shawn Kes
Son of Holly & Jim Kes, grandson of Marla and Steve Fulkerson, graduate of Prior Lake High School.
He will attend Dunwoody College of Technology for Electrical Construction & Maintenance.
Hannah Caldwell
Daughter of Maia and Pat Caldwell, granddaughter of Connie Short.
Graduate of the University of Minnesota-Duluth with a Bachelor of Social Work degree.
Devon Noer
Son of Vic and Maria Noer, graduate of Iowa State University with a Bachelor of Science in management
information systems. He is seeking a position in IT or computer programming.
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Church Finance Report...
Holy Trinity United Method Church
2022 Actual to Budget
April 30, 2022
Year to
Date
Year to
Date

2022 Budget

Month Only

% of Budget

Operating Income
Pledged

235,000

77,484

16,651

98.9%

15,000

4,322

549

86.4%

-

-

250,000

81,806

17,200

98.2%

Administrative and
Salaries

102,400

33,681

8,787

98.7%

Pastoral Ministries

103,600

34,702

9,487

100.5%

30,000

9,604

2,401

96.0%

39,000

12,633

947

97.2%

2,512

3,806

150.7%

Regular Unpledged
Other One-Time
Total Income

-

-

Operating Expenses

Apportionments
Property and
Maintenance
Other

5,000

Total Expenses

280,000

93,132

25,428

99.8%

Net Operating Income/(Loss)

(30,000)

(11,326)

(8,228)

113.3%
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Holy Trinity UMC
(952) 447-2990
office@htumc.org

Calendar Subject to Change
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1
8:30am Moment of Prayer

Thur

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

10

11

9:30-11:30am
6:30-8:30pm
Movie and
Discussion
(Sanctuary)

7:00pm Choir

5

9:30am Worship/
Live-Stream

6

9:30am Worship/
Live-Stream

13

9:30am Worship/
Live-Stream

20

26

27

9:30am Worship/
Live-Stream

9-11am AA
at the parsonage
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

5:00pm
Clarinet
Recital

7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

14

15

16

17

18

23

24

25

8:30am Moment of Prayer

2:00pm UWF
Fellowship Hall
7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

21

9-11am AA
at the parsonage
6:30pm Core Team
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

9

8:30am Moment of Prayer

9-11am AA
at the parsonage
7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

19

8

9-11am AA
at the parsonage

7pm Narcotics
Anonymous - F. Hall
7pm Al-Anon
at the parsonage

12

7

22
8:30am Moment of Prayer

4-6:30pm Quilters
7pm CoDA
at the parsonage

28
1:30pm Trinity
Readers

29

30

8:30am Moment of Prayer

5-9pm Rotary
Meeting (F. Hall)

7pm CoDA
at the parsonage
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372
Worship: 9:30am (in-person & online)
Pastor: Rev. Chad Gilbertson
(952) 356-4616 pastor@htumc.org
Family Ministries: Lynnette Dobberpuhl
(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
Church Admin: Tina Chant
(952) 447-2990 office@htumc.org

Church website: www.htumc.org

Our Vision: “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.”
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