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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“Something New” 

It’s hard to believe, but summer is all but over and we’re 
entering a new season.  As sad as I am that summer is 
coming to a close, I’m excited about the possibilities of this 
new season.  Our school-aged kids will be starting school in 
new grade levels, some in new schools.  Our college-aged 
young adults are beginning a new chapter of their lives, 
open to the new possibilities that await them.  And even 
older adults are looking at something new – new jobs, a 
new retirement, new family dynamics.  As the hymn 
writers puts it, “This is a day of new beginnings.” 
 
In Old Testament times, the prophet Isaiah spoke about a 
time when God was going to redeem and restore Israel.  
Israel, the land and the people, had been taken over.  The 
Temple had been destroyed and the people scattered.  
Things looked bleak.  But God promised something new. 
 
There are some (maybe many) who look at the church 
today – the universal church, the United Methodist 
denomination, and our local church – and think that things 
look bleak.  For some it feels like someone or something 
has taken over that is moving the church away from the 
most important things.  For others, it may feel like old 
friends have been scattered to other places because the 
church can’t agree upon what is most important.  From a 
lot of different angles, things look bleak.  But God 
promises something new. 
 
In Isaiah 43:18-19 the prophet speaks a word from God:  
“Do not remember the former things, or consider the 
things of old.  I am about to do a new thing; now it springs 
forth, do you not perceive it?  I will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in the desert.” 
 
…A way in the wilderness? 
…Rivers in the desert? 
           Continued on next page... 
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It all seems so…impossible.  But God has been 
making the impossible possible for as long as God 
has been God.   
 
 Creation from a dark and formless void?  The 

impossible made possible! 
 Freeing the oppressed from slavery and 

persecution?  The impossible made possible! 
 A virgin giving birth to the Son of God?  The 

impossible made possible! 
 Life after death?  The impossible made possible! 
 
And if God can do all of this, then certainly God can 
make something new of a church that seems 
despaired and on a course for destruction. 
 
But God needs co-workers, co-reconstructionists,  
co-conspirators who have the audacity to believe 
that God can and will do a new thing.  God needs 
our hands, our feet, our hearts, and our minds to 
partner with God in this new season.  God needs an 
openness to that “something new” that just might 
be a little non-traditional, or unconventional, or 
even counter-cultural.   
 
And if that all sounds a little scary, rest assured.  
God’s got that covered, too.  Remember, the same 
God who said, “I am about to do a new thing,” also 
said, “Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
called you by name, you are mine.  When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and through 
the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you 
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the 
flame shall not consume you.  For I am the Lord your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.” 
 
Together with God, let’s journey into the glorious 
unknown! 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Chad 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

Message from Holy Helper Coordinators  

For the last 22 years, the Holy Trinity church family 
has delivered countless meals, driven thousands of 
miles and donated an immeasurable number of 
hours to support those in our midst who needed 
short-term emergency help through a program 
called Holy Helpers.  We thank all of our volunteers 
for their service.  We are continuing this benevolent 
endeavor by bringing it into the digital age. 

We are starting a program to invite volunteers to 
sign up for requested services by sending an email 
with a sign up genius to the church roster whenever 
a need arises.  Information on the email will only 
include the requested service and when it is needed.  
The email will not include the name of the person or 
why the request is being made.  Confidentiality is 
very important and will be respected.  When a 
volunteer signs up or calls a coordinator, they will be 
given additional information necessary to provide 
the service.   

If you have a need, please contact one of the 
coordinators listed below.  Appropriate types of 
requests for services are meals, transportation to 
medical appointments and comfort care. 

All people on the church roster will be sent an email 
and sign up link when a need arises.  If you prefer to 
have your name removed from this list, please 
contact a coordinator.  Also, if you have any 
questions or concerns about this program, contact 
Karen Nau or Sandy Feldhake for assistance. 

We hope by making this change, it will streamline 
the process and provide more opportunities to serve 
and meet the needs of our church community. 

The coordinators for  
Holy Helpers are: 

Karen Nau 
nauknau@hotmail.com       
cell phone: 952-836-5318 

Sandy Feldhake 
sfeldha1@msn.com              
cell phone: 952-484-7868 

mailto:nauknau@hotmail.com
mailto:sfeldha1@msn.com
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"The Flow of the Creek and God’s Love"  

The creek that runs behind the cabin we go to in 
Spearfish Canyon changes all the time. Once or 
twice a year there usually comes a flood sufficient to 
move stones, sand, branches, and even dead trees 
downstream. We have watched it happen and the 
force involved is awesome. Eventually the water 
settles down to a more normal flow, but the 
landscape left behind has changed, sometimes a 
little, sometimes a lot. There is an island in the 
middle of the creek that formed over many years. A 
couple of large boulders caught sticks and branches 
carried from upstream. Those sticks caught more 
branches and leaves, and then moss, dirt, silt, and 
gravel accumulated. Eventually there was enough 
mass built up that plants and even a few trees 
began to grow on it, and those roots helped stabilize 
everything so that even when floods washed over it 
entirely, the little island was still there when the 
waters ebbed.  

The main flow of the creek washes over rocks 
between the island and the bank near the cabin. The 
large volume of water moving at significant speed 
keeps debris moving, but the creek on the far side of 
the island moves more slowly and gets blocked up. 
That is where I get involved. I start at the highest 
point where the water is blocked and move stones 
and dig gravel and mud out to open things up. It is 
hard work, and rough on my hands, but it is so 
satisfying to see the water begin to move, then pick 
up speed as the opening grows. Small pools that had 
become stagnant first get muddy from all the 
digging, and then they clear, filling with fresh 
moving water that then overflows to lower places. I 
follow the movement and watch for the best places 
to widen more gaps and soon small waterfalls form, 
adding to the noise and sparkle of the creek.  

I have debris in my life, not sticks and mud, but an 
accumulation of ideas and behavior that clog up the 
flow of the abundant life we are promised. I am sure 
that everyone has their own version of spiritual 
debris. One thing that gets in my way is feeling like I 
need to make people happy. That feeling isn’t bad 
by itself; I hope we all want to bring joy into other 
people’s lives, but that feeling tends to attract other 
                       
            Continued above... 

Children, Youth and Family... 

goals that are unachievable, like wanting to make 
everyone happy, then wanting them to be happy all 
the time, and then along comes the idea that if I 
can’t make people happy (something I have no 
control over), I am a failure. Another idea is that I 
need to always be my best, which snags onto 
thoughts like, “what is my best?” “who decides 
what ‘best’ is?” and then the unachievable “I need 
to be perfect.”  

Trying to do impossible, unnecessary things dams 
up my time, energy, and focus. I end up worn out 
and blocked from the life-giving truth that I am 
loved by God, created wonderfully (but not 
perfectly), for a purpose that has nothing to do with 
making people happy or scoring 100% on all my 
efforts. My purpose is to love God and others, and 
to be able to do that I must start by identifying and 
clearing out all the stuff that has gotten in between 
me and God, the source of life. Letting go of false 
ideals (control, approval, perfection) is a lot of work 
and can even be painful sometimes, but these 
things don’t clear away on their own. It takes some 
effort and attention on my end to manage this and 
to stay on top of it. Fortunately, that source, the 
love of God, is always flowing, waiting for the 
smallest opening to rush in and refresh my spirit, 
and flow again, enabling me to experience real 
agape love toward myself and others.  

Are you frustrated or anxious about how things are 
going? Do you feel cut off from abundant life? It can 
be hard sometimes to see what is blocking us, but 
spending time in prayer, humbly asking God to show 
us where we need to change, and what we need to 
let go of is a great start.  

 
Lynnette 

Dobberpuhl 
Children, Youth & 

Family Coordinator 
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 Mission Corner... 

Costa Rica Mission Team Needs You!! 

We are currently recruiting team 
members for our winter 2024 
trip.  Once again we are returning 
to Strong Missions like we did in 
2018, 2020, and 2022. Right now 
we are planning on going during 
Prior Lake’s Spring Break.  

If you are considering going on this trip, please let us 
know so you can participate in fundraising  
opportunities and we can include you in future 
emails about the trip.  If you have any interest at all 
or questions about the trip, please reach out to  
Maia (612-618-8230, Maiacaldwell87@gmail.com). 

Your special mission offering will help the CAP 
Agency provide students in need with a new  

backpack filled with school supplies. 

Lift Up is a local nonprofit that finds tangible and 
sustainable needs around the world and raises 
money to fund them.  They give 100% away to the 
project.  Lift Up is currently raising money for 
Kenwood Middle School in Lakeville & Reaching Our 
Communities Kids (R.O.C.K.) based out of Prior Lake. 
 
Together, we can raise money for a new school store 
space at Kenwood Middle School. Lift Up is building 
the space and initially filling it up with everything the 
school needs. This space will offer all of R.O.C.K’s 
supplies for FREE to every student at Kenwood 
Middle School. Kids can come in the store and grab 
whatever they need including, food, clothes, hygiene 
items and school supplies. 
 
We can give every family in this community access to 
basic needs and give students an opportunity to 
serve their community by helping run the store. As a 
result of this, the kids will feel a stronger sense of 
community and basic needs will be met to help 
bridge the gap in learning barriers. 

Thank you for donating 
$1240.00 as well as lots 
of school supplies and 

backpacks to CAP’s  
Project Student Success 
during the month of July. 

September Mission of the Month 

Don Hartley/Otti Castriotta 
 Memorial Garden 

 
As of 8/24/22, 510 pounds of produce and herbs 
have been donated to the CAP agency food shelf. 

Thank you to our gardeners (and those donating 
from their personal gardens) for your dedication  

to this important ministry. 

Don Hartley/ 
Otti Castiotta 

Memorial Garden 

 

 

 

 
Holy Trinity will be packing meals at  

Feed My Starving Children in Chanhassen on 
Saturday, November 12  9-10:45am 

Ages 5 and up are welcome, and families are 
encouraged to sign up together.   

Please sign up here https://bit.ly/FMSCNov2022 
or contact the church office. 

mailto:Maiacaldwell87@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/FMSCNov2022
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 Core Team Corner and Financial Report... 

The Core Team met on Monday, July 25, 2022.  
Highlights of the discussion include: 

 Trustees noticed that the flagpole in front of the 
church was empty and asked if it would be ok to 
fly the American flag.  The Core Team voted that 
Holy Trinity could utilize the flagpole in front of 
our building to fly the American flag with 
Trustees assuming management of any and all 
protocol involved in doing so. Additionally, any 
and all other banners that indicate our intent to 
be inclusive of other groups, organizations, 
movements, or ideals should not be hung on the 
flag pole but should absolutely be visible on 
other areas of our property. 

 STORM Camp was a successful experience and 
the week went well overall! There were 18 
youth (ages 12-18) who attended STORM Camp.  
Projects completed by the crews were mostly in 
the Prior Lake/Savage area.  Sammy and her 
colleagues from STORM Camp expressed an 
interest in being back at HTUMC again next year.  

 Reconciling Ministries Meetings were held on 
July 7th, 9 people attended the morning 
conversation and 3 people attended the 
afternoon/evening conversation. Handouts with 
information presented at the meetings are 
available at the resource table in the Narthex. 

The Core Team met again on Monday, August 15, 
2022.  Highlights of the discussion include: 

 The team agreed on a more structured approach 
to handling requests/proposals from members of 
the congregation.  With a focus on full 
transparency, all members of the congregation 
are welcome to attend Core Team meetings.  
When a request/proposal is brought to the Core 
Team, the Chair will explain the process to 
include: gathering clear description of the 
request/proposal, facilitating respectful 
conversation among all attendees (providing 
every person in attendance a chance to speak 
without interruption), voting by the Core Team 
members, and communication of the outcome. 

 A financial review shows a net deficit year-to-
date of about $29,000.  The budgeted deficit is 
$30,000 for the full year.  The Finance Team will 
review analysis of the case of the higher-than-
expected deficit and provide reporting to the 
Core Team for discussion and decision-making.  
The agenda for the next Core Team meeting will 
focus on the financial status and options for 
getting to a balanced budget by January. 

Full minutes can be found at https://htumc.org/core
-team/. The next Core Team meeting will be on 
September 26th at 6:30 p.m.  

https://htumc.org/core-team/
https://htumc.org/core-team/
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 Church Announcements... 

HAPPENINGS - United Women in Faith  
 
Our next monthly gathering is scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 13, at 2pm in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Join us – there’s room for you at our table!  
 
COMPLETION:  Connie Scott and Liz Weninger from 
our group attended the Mission u adult study for 
2022 entitled “Who Can We Be Together? (A Biblical 
Exploration of Luke 13)”.  The Minnesota Conference 
presented this study via Zoom the weekend of July 
23rd.  Connie wrote a review for the River Valley 
District newsletter August 2022 issue. 
 
UPCOMING:  We will host the River Valley District 
United Women in Faith’s Annual Gathering at 
HTUMC on Saturday, September 24th from 9:00am-
2:30pm (registration begins at 8:45am).  Our theme 
for the day is “Turn it Up & Turn it Loose!”  
Deaconess Kim Harris will share highlights of 
Assembly 2022, information on our new name and 
programs and how we continue to be a Sisterhood.  
Kim says, “Our relationship with God continues to be 
the driving force that leads us to be bold, strong, and 
loving women of faith.  Putting our faith into action 
wherever we are in everything we are doing.  Turn it 
Up & Turn it Loose!  It = faith, love and justice.”  
Registration forms are due to Sharon Dougherty by 
September 16th.  See page 8 of this newsletter for a 
registration form.   
 
We decided to plan an outing this fall to attend the 
Church Basement Ladies – “Plowin’ Thru” at the 
Ames Center in Burnsville.  Details are on page 7 of 
this newsletter. 
 
Resources for Enrichment:  We offer many ways for 
you to enrich your life, live your faith and put love 
into action.  Explore these resources to find one, or 
several that interest you.   
https://uwfaith.org/resources/podcasts/ 
https://uwfaith.org/resources/response-magazine/ 
https://uwfaith.unme.staging.findsomewinmore. 
com/resources/2022-reading-program/ 

Reconciling Steering Committee 
Upcoming Events 

Thursdays, September 15 & 22 9:30-10:30am and 
6:30-7:30pm and Sundays, September 18 & 25 
10:30-11:30am (after worship) 
     Bible Study about the passages in the Bible that 
specifically discuss homosexuality. 

Sunday, October 16  10:45-1:15pm  
     Respectful Conversations—Framed under the 
general question of "What Would It Mean to 
Become a Reconciling Congregation?" members and 
friends will engage in a process of listening to one 
another.  Led by a trained facilitator from the 
Minnesota Council of Churches, this time of 
conversation will give everyone who wishes to 
speak an opportunity to do so without question, 
criticism, or interruption.  The stated goals of a 
conversation like this are:  empathy building, 
relationship strengthening, and de-polarizing 
conflict.  All church members and friends are invited 
and encouraged to attend.  

Trinity Readers 
Tuesday, September 27 

1:30pm at the Parsonage   

If you enjoy reading and discussing books, join us! 

The book for September: TBD 

Please contact Sandy Feldhake if you have any 
questions:  sfeldha1@msn.com  

Sunday school for kids in K-4th and 5th & 6th 
grades begins on September 11. Please note that 
this year it begins AFTER WORSHIP at 10:30am  
rather than during worship. We would love for kids 
to join us in worship, and if you have ideas on ways 
we can make worship more inviting for kids, we 
would love to hear them! If you would like to know 
more about our Sunday school program please  
contact Lynnette at kidsandfamilies@htumc.org.  

mailto:sfeldha1@msn.com
mailto:kidsandfamilies@htumc.org
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 Church Announcements... 

Holy Trinity Word Cloud 

On August 17, folks were invited to come to Holy 
Trinity to explore how we are created by God to be 
creative, and how our true identity as a community 

and as individuals is a reflection of God. We had 
several people share ways they express themselves 

creatively (thank you to Jodi Boller, Randi Erlandson, 
Mason Oram, Taylor, Sandy Hjemvick and Lynnette 

Dobberpuhl for sharing your skills) and several 
people had the opportunity to try something new 

with their instruction.  

One of the activities involved sharing the words we 
associate with Holy Trinity to create a Word Cloud 
using wordart.com Here is one of the designs that 
resulted! Thank you to everyone who shared your 
words, and everyone who participated to make it 

such a fun and enlightening experience.  

Don’t Miss Rally Sunday 

Sunday, September 11 

Worship Service at 9:30am 

Sunday School at 10:30am 

Join us for cinnamon rolls from our 
bread oven after the service! 

United Women in Faith Outing 

The United Women in Faith are setting up an  
afternoon matinee of fun just for you! 

What:  The Church Basement Ladies 
            “Plowin’ Thru” - A New Musical Comedy! 

Where:  Ames Center 
   12600 Nicollet Avenue 
   Burnsville, MN 55337  

When:  Friday, November 4 at 1:00pm 

Cost:  $28.00/each when 10 or more people attend 
 (we have reserved 20 tickets as of now) 

Hearing assisted devices are available upon request 
at the box office. 

Masks are required and all sales are final. 

Please contact Becky Brown 612-590-8165 or  
Nancy Iverson 952-447-2772 undothree@gmail.com  
to reserve your ticket. 

Deadline for reservations is Tuesday, October 11. 

Lakefront Bible Study 
September 20  @ 1:00-2:30pm 

Lakefront Plaza Party Room 

Join us on September 20th when we'll be meeting 
one another and talking about the studies we want 

to do this year.  We'll then meet the 1st and 3rd 
Tuesdays of the month October through May (with 

some exceptions for holidays and vacations.) 

http://wordart.com/
mailto:undothree@gmail.com
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 Registration Form... 

     River Valley District Annual Gathering 

    - In Person or Via Livestream -  
               United Women in Faith  

      Saturday, September 24, 2022        9:00am—2:30pm  
  Holy Trinity UMC, 16150 Arcadia Ave, Prior Lake, Minnesota 55372  
   Enjoy Emma Norton Coffee beginning at 9:00am. Program follows at 9:45am.  

          Join us to: TURN IT UP & TURN IT LOOSE! 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Detach and send  
Registration form: (Please complete one registration form for each person attending this event).  
In-person registration fee is $20 (includes morning refreshments, luncheon and all materials used in  
preparation of this event).  
No fee for Livestream but you need to register.  
 
Name: (Please print) ________________________________________________________________________ 
Street/PO Box: ____________________________________________________________________________  
City: _________________________________________State: ________________ Zip: ___________________  
Phone: ______________________ Email address: ________________________________________________  
United Women in Faith Unit or Congregation: ___________________________________________________ 
 
CHECK ALL THAT APPLY  
( ) Local member ( ) Local officer – Specify ______________________________________________________  
( ) District officer – Specify ___________________________________________________________________  
( ) Conference officer – Specify _______________________________________________________________  
( ) Food allergies or dietary concerns: __________________________________________________________  
( ) Any special needs: _______________________________________________________________________ 
***Child care will be available upon request by pre-registration ahead of Gathering only—due by Sept 16***. 
          Call Sharon Dougherty at 612-280-2103 to pre-register for child care.  

HOW WILL YOU BE JOINING THIS MEETING (two options offered—check one):  
In-person____ or Via Livestream____  

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: September 16.  

Two ways to register:  

By email to sdsrdougherty@gmail.com. Include all above information in your email. Payment can be made 
upon check-in at the gathering. Checks to be made payable to “River Valley District UMW”.  

By US Postal mail, send this completed form together with check made payable to “River Valley District 
UMW” to:  
 Sharon Dougherty 
 14150 Woodchuck Trl 
 Prior Lake MN 55372  

Registration questions can be directed to Sharon Dougherty at 612-280-2103.  
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              Sun              Mon              Tue               Wed            Thur         Fri        Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 

9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
 
 
 

 

  

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
 

7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous 
7pm  Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
7pm Choir 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

  

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
10:30am 
Sunday  
School 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
7pm Choir 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 

 

 

  
      
9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
10:30am Sunday 
School 

  

 
 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4-6:30pm Quilters 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
7pm Choir 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  
9:00am-
2:30pm 
River  
Valley 
UWF 
District 
Gathering 
 

   
 
 

9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
10:30am Sunday 
School 
 
 
 

 

 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 
 

 
 

1:30pm  Trinity  
               Readers 
  
 

 
 
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
7pm Choir 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

4            5               6             7                8            9           10 

25      26         27    28              29       30           

                                   1           2         3 

18       19              20           21              22       23     24 

11          12              13        14               15       16         17 

 

2:00pm UWF  

9:30-10:30am 
Bible Study 

6:30-7:30pm 
Bible Study 

9:30-10:30am 
Bible Study 

6:30-7:30pm 
Bible Study 

10:30-11:30am 
Bible Study 

10:30-11:30am 
Bible Study 

6:30pm  7th/8th 
Confirmation 
Intro Meeting 
(Fellowship Hall) 

6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation 
(parsonage) 

6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation  
(parsonage) 

1:00-2:30pm 
Lakefront  
Bible Study 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  9:30am  (in-person & online) 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  www.htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


