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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“All In” 

There was a season in my life when I was engrossed with 
watching professional poker tournaments on television.  
Perhaps the most widely-known tournament, the World 
Series of Poker, produced millions of dollars to the winner, 
and turned some ‘weekend-garage-game’ players into 
celebrities.   
 
For those who know about poker, there is an intriguing 
time in the game.  It’s that time when you hold cards that 
have the potential to be a great hand.  You don’t know 
what cards the other players are holding, but your cards 
are so good that you feel confident in your chances of 
winning.   
 
As each person around the table either places their bet or 
folds (throws their cards in), you have an important 
decision to make:  play it safe, or go “all in.”   
 
It is risky to go “all in.”  If your hand is not the winning 
hand, you lose all of your chips and your tournament is 
finished.  But if you do win, it can take you one step closer 
to winning the entire tournament and collecting the prize. 
 
Let me pause here to make a disclaimer:  I do not endorse 
the idea of gambling for the sake or trying to strike it rich.  
If you do gamble, please do so responsibly.  And if you or a 
loved one have an addiction to gambling, please seek help. 
 
The above illustration does carry with it parallels to our 
lives.  When we face important decisions and 
opportunities in our lives, we often weigh the pros and 
cons. We often find reasons to avoid making changes and 
to keep doing things the same old way. But there comes a 
time when we must decide... are we going to play it safe or 
go all in? 
 
           Continued on next page... 
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The theme of our stewardship series this year is “All 
In.”  John 3:16 tells us that God loved us so much 
that God gave us Jesus, “so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal 
life.” God’s love for us is “all in!” In turn, when we 
put all our trust in God, our lives can be freed for 
unimaginable wonder. This series will explore what 
it means to be “all in” for God with all we have and 
all we are. 
 
Here’s an overview of the upcoming sermon series: 
 
October 23 – “The Risk”   
Scripture: John 3:16; Luke 5:1-11  
When we say yes to following Jesus, it means we say 
yes to the risks. 
 
October 30 – “The Common Good”   
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 12:4-13 
God activates gifts in everyone for the common 
good. 
 
November 6 – “No Strings Attached”   
Scripture: Acts 2:43-47 
The gifts given by the Spirit are not to be used only in 
the local church community, but also to bless the 
wider community. 
 
November 13 – “Commit”   
Scripture: Ephesians 4:22-24, John 3:16 
On this “Commitment Sunday,” we can play it safe or 
we can go all in.  Which will you choose? 
 
Watch for more information about this series and 
how it will be featured in our worship as well in 
other areas of our church life.  And plan to join us 
this Fall at Holy Trinity United Methodist Church.  
Remember, ALL are welcome! 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Pastor Chad 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

Straw Poll 

To aid the congregation in giving direction to the 
Reconciling Steering Committee about next steps, a 
straw poll will be taken on Sunday, November 6.  This 
straw poll is NOT a final vote on whether or not Holy 
Trinity will become a Reconciling Congregation.  It is 
only a guide for the Committee.  If a majority of 
votes indicate acceptance of the process, the 
Committee will continue its work of providing 
information leading to a final, formal vote in the 
Spring.  If a majority chooses not to accept the 
direction, the Committee would adjust its process or 
discontinue.   

The straw poll ballot will have just one item:  

PROPOSED WELCOME STATEMENT 

Holy Trinity United Methodist Church commits to 
welcoming, including, and celebrating people of all 
sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 
expression. 

 
If a vote were held today 
on the above welcome 
statement, how would 
you respond? 

___ YES, I agree. 

___ UNCERTAIN; I would 
appreciate more time, 
education, and/or 
scriptural engagement 

___ NO, I disagree. 

 
Please note:  Casting a ballot should be done by 
everyone who is an active participant at Holy Trinity 
UMC (grade 8 and older), and with the hope and 
intention of remaining active here in worship and 
ministry.  If you wish to cast a ballot but will not be 
present on November 6, there will be a process to 
cast your ballot early (October 31-November 5).  
Watch for more details as that date gets closer. 

Holy  
Trinity 

Straw Poll 
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"Discipline or Delight?"  

The A person can be a Christian without being a disciple. 
The word disciple is often used to mean “follower” but 
comes from the Latin word discipulus meaning 
“student.” A person could accept and believe in Jesus 
and be a Christian. But to be a disciple means to study, to 
train, to seek understanding and enlightenment. To be a 
disciple requires discipline. Why is that such an ugly 
word? I used to think of discipline as being corrected for 
doing something wrong (bummer) or a boring and 
difficult process in which I was likely to fail (also a 
bummer). I love studying and learning about lots of 
things, including the Bible and Jesus, but I have never 
been good at following a study plan or process. I have 
tried to make my own study guides, thinking that would 
help me, but it doesn’t. I am great at signing up and 
beginning things but it takes a lot more focus and energy 
than I have to maintain it even if I have gotten the hang 
of it, even if I like it. If I always fail at the discipline of 
methodical study, does that mean I am a failure at being 
a disciple? Why should I even bother to try? 

For me, the Why comes from the transformative love 
that Jesus teaches in the Gospel. Jesus’ message—about 
the kingdom of God being within our grasp here and 
now, about God knowing every good and bad thing 
about us and still joyfully calling us into relationship, 
about the promise of forgiveness and peace when we 
trust in God—has changed me. I WANT ALL OF THAT! 
And I hope, I feel, that the erratic but heartfelt study and 
practice of prayer and worship that I have done is making 
a difference in me. But even though I have made 
progress, I need to continue to grow.  

The first and most important thing that helps keep me 
seeking a growing relationship with God is to remember 
that I seek God and Jesus as a choice, a response to the 
often underrated but seriously mind-blowing invitation 
to be in relationship with the creator of the universe and 
the son of God. That is neither boring nor a bummer.  It 
helps me read the Bible and about the Bible because I 
want to. It enables me to go to worship joyfully offering 
some of my time and attention to God. I can pray 
genuinely offering my heart and my hopes to God and 
inviting God to direct me. Trying to be consistent about 
how I pray, or how many minutes I spend in 
contemplation or the number of chapters or the order in 
which I read scripture has come to be less important to 
me than the heart I bring with me into the practice. Am I 
joyfully and reverently approaching the feet of Jesus, or 
am I groaning about fitting another thing into my 
schedule and checking the box with relief when it is 
done?                Continued above... 

Children, Youth and Family... 

My sister, Pastor Michele’s favorite Bible verse is Psalm 
37:4 “Take delight in the Lord,” the psalmist David says, 
“and he will give you the desires of your heart.” Putting 
God first because it is a joy I choose, not because I am 
supposed to, lightens any burden I might feel. 

The other thing that helps me is remembering that this 
relationship with God may be mutual, but I am the one 
privileged to be part of it. God is vast and powerful as 
well as loving and inviting. I don’t have to understand all 
of what God is about to know that God is in charge, not 
me. I am here to love God, and to love others to the best 
of my ability. Knowing my purpose helps me trust God, 
not lean on my own accomplishments or plans. When I 
start worrying about how well I am personally doing, or 
what the world is coming to, the hierarchy is out of 
whack. Focusing on and trusting in God changes my 
perspective and empowers me to persevere even when 
things seem precarious. It also restores my balance, 
reminding me that the kingdom of God really is at hand.  

So I study in many ways, listening to podcasts, watching 
videos, and reading scripture, books or parts of books 
that catch my attention or to answer questions I have. I 
pray in my car, as I wake, or lie down to sleep, or quickly 
before answering the phone or going into a meeting, as 
well as longer conversations as I can. I worship in some 
way every week.  

If you are like me and feel discouraged because you are 
not able to sustain a consistent practice or haven’t ever 
tried, maybe you would like to be part of a small group 
to get some encouragement! We are looking at starting 
such a thing, and already have four people interested. 
You don’t have to be a certain age, or gender or have a 
lot of experience to be part of this group; you just need 
to have a willing heart and hope. You can sign up by 
contacting me or Tina in the office, or use the sign up 
sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  

In the meantime, “May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace as you trust in God, that you may overflow 
with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 
15:13 

 
Lynnette Dobberpuhl 

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator 
Kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 

651-492-8188  
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 Mission Corner... 

Your special mission offering will be used for  
baking supplies, any unexpected repairs,  

and other needs as they arise.   

Mission:  To house, support, and advocate for  
people experiencing homelessness.  

About Simpson:  Since their beginning in 1982 in the 
basement of Simpson United Methodist Church, 
Simpson has become a leading nonprofit providing 
assistance to people experiencing homelessness. In 
response to unmet community needs, their services 
have grown to include five key programs: emergency 
shelter, supportive housing programs for youth, 
single adults, and families – along with 
developmental and educational services for children 
of families in their Family Housing Program.  They 
were one of the first Minnesota organizations to use 
the nationally-recognized Housing First model. 
Individuals and families are placed into housing 
immediately then supported with identified services 
to help address barriers.   
 
In addition to monetary donations, please  
consider donating these most needed items… 
 
(All items should be new, unopened and unexpired)
Cleaning supplies–all-purpose cleaner, mops, 
sponges, etc. 
Paper towels and toilet paper 
New training underpants for toddlers 
Towels and facecloths 
Men’s boxers – all sizes 
Men’s t-shirts – sizes S, M, L 
Women’s bras – all sizes 
Women’s white crew socks 
Women’s ankle socks 
Personal size shampoo, conditioner 
Textured hair products 
Toothpaste 
Toothbrushes 
Deodorant 
Shaving cream 
Razors 
Shower shoes men’s and women’s – all sizes 
Please bring items to the church by October 31. 

Thank you for donating 
$1372.94 to Holy Trinity’s 

Bread Oven Ministry  
during the month of August. 

October Mission of the Month 

Don Hartley/Otti Castriotta 
 Memorial Garden 

 
As of 9/22/22, 1191 pounds of produce and herbs 
have been donated to the CAP agency food shelf. 

Thank you to our gardeners (and those donating 
from their personal gardens) for your dedication  

to this important ministry. 

Don Hartley/ 
Otti Castiotta 

Memorial Garden 

 

 

 

 
Holy Trinity will be packing meals at  

Feed My Starving Children in Chanhassen on 
Saturday, November 12  9-10:45am 

Ages 5 and up are welcome, and families are 
encouraged to sign up together.   

Please sign up here https://bit.ly/FMSCNov2022 
or contact the church office. 

FISH UPDATE:  With your generous donations from 
May,  Holy Trinity has purchased twin beds for  

Passageways, gas and grocery gift cards for those in 
need,  hygiene items for a teen girl, and a gift card 

for swim items for another teen girl.  We will  
continue to help as more needs arise.  Thank you! 

https://smile.amazon.com/hz/charitylist/onboarding?orig=%2Fhz%2Fcharitylist%2Fls%2F1TZO8ML5VW5CE%2Fref%3Dsmi_cl_ls_lol_ls%3Fnull&ref_=smi_se_cl_rd_ge
https://bit.ly/FMSCNov2022
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 Core Team Corner and Financial Report... 

The Core Team met Monday, September 26 at 
6:30p.m. Highlights of the discussion included: 

 A review of current finances shows that in 
August there was a YTD net loss of $22,000, 
which is in line with projections, and a serious 
concern. There will be help through receiving an 
Employee Retention Credit (part of a Covid relief 
package) The amount to be received is unclear at 
this time, but anticipated to be $20-$50K.  

 Projected finances depend on giving for the 
remainder of 2022. At best we will finish the year 
within our budget. At worst we will not only be 
over budget but will break into the minimum 
reserve of two month's expenses ($60K in 
general operations fund.) Regardless of how we 
end 2022, the outlook for 2023 has Holy Trinity 
dipping into the minimum reserve if expenses/
giving remain steady. This is unsustainable. 

            Continued above... 

                      Holy Trinity United Method Church     

       2022 Actual to Budget      

                          August 31, 2022            Year to Date 

    2022 Budget  Year to Date  Month Only  % of Budget 

Operating Income        

  Pledged   235,000    160,583   28,554    102.5% 

  Regular Unpledged   15,000     6,438     863    64.4% 

  Other One-Time   -       -       -       -    

Total Income    250,000    167,021    29,417    100.2%  

Operating Expenses        

  Administrative and Salaries 102,400    65,777     7,442    96.4% 

  Pastoral Ministries   103,600    69,253     8,587    100.3% 

  Apportionments   30,000      16,807     -      84.0% 

  Property and Maintenance 39,000     29,478     3,371    113.4% 

  Other     5,000     5,088     1,055    152.6% 

Total Expenses    280,000    186,403   20,455    99.9% 

Net Operating Income/(Loss)  (30,000)   (19,382)   8,962    96.9% 

 Strategies for addressing the shortfall. Expenses 
will be audited to see if any in the past year that 
were paid out of the general operating fund 
could be paid out of our existing designated gifts 
fund (youth, garden, mission, etc) and  
adjustments will be made. Team members will 
be looking into rental of space and new  
initiatives. Reduction of staff hours will be 
planned.  

 Brad Wahl resigned from the Core Team and is 
thanked for his work on the team, his continued 
support for Holy Trinity and for sharing his  
viewpoint on difficult subjects.  

The full minutes of the discussion can be found at 
https://htumc.org/core-team/. The next Core Team 
meeting will be on Monday, October 24 at 6:30 p.m.  

https://htumc.org/core-team/
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 Church Announcements... 

United Women in Faith Gathering  
for OCTOBER 

Tuesday, October 11th at 2:00pm 
- Meet in Fellowship Hall at the church - 

All women are invited to join this casual group for 
fellowship, devotions/study, prayer 

and required business. 
Please contact Sharon Dougherty for questions at 

sdsrdougherty@gmail.com or 612-280-2103. 

October 16 
10:45am-1:45pm 

Brunch Provided 
Childcare available 

upon request 
 

 A respectful conversation about "What would it 
mean to become a reconciling congregation?" will 

be held on Sunday, October 16 beginning at 
10:45am.  All (8th grade and older) are invited.  A 

respectful conversation is not a debate, not a vote, 
not about changing minds.  It is a dialogue, a sharing 
of perspectives, a deepening of understanding.  The 
goal is to soften hearts, overcome confusion, rebuild 

relationships, and restore hope.  Your presence, 
your voice, and your participation are welcome and 

important because YOU are important!    

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND RSVP BY 
OCTOBER 9TH BY: 

 Signing up on the sheet in the narthex/lobby 
area, or Fellowship Hall OR 

 Contacting the office at 952-447-2990 or 
office@htumc.org OR 

 Signing up online at https://bit.ly/
RespectfulConversationsAtHT  

Trinity Readers 
Tuesday, October 25 

1:30pm at the Parsonage   

If you enjoy reading and discussing books, join us! 

The book for October: We Begin at the End 
By: Christ Whitaker 

A novel about people who  
deserve so much more than life 

serves them. At times devastating, 
with flashes of humor and hope 
throughout, it is ultimately an  

inspiring tale of how the human 
spirit prevails and how, in the end, 

love―in all its different  
guises―wins.  

Please contact Sandy Feldhake if you have any 
questions:  sfeldha1@msn.com  

United Women in Faith Outing 

The United Women in Faith are setting up an  
afternoon matinee of fun just for you! 

What:  The Church Basement Ladies 
            “Plowin’ Thru” - A New Musical Comedy! 

Where:  Ames Center 
   12600 Nicollet Avenue 
   Burnsville, MN 55337  

When:  Friday, November 4 at 1:00pm 

Cost:  $28.00/each when 10 or more people attend 
 (we have reserved 20 tickets as of now) 

Hearing assisted devices are available upon request 
at the box office. 

Masks are required and all sales are final. 

Please contact Becky Brown 612-590-8165 or  
Nancy Iverson 952-447-2772 undothree@gmail.com  
to reserve your ticket. 

Deadline for reservations is Tuesday, October 11. 

Join us for a time of  
fellowship following 
worship on Sunday 

mornings, and sign up 
to host if you can! 

mailto:sdsrdougherty@gmail.com
mailto:office@htumc.org
https://bit.ly/RespectfulConversationsAtHT
https://bit.ly/RespectfulConversationsAtHT
mailto:sfeldha1@msn.com
mailto:undothree@gmail.com
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 Church Announcements... 

Current Study:  Forgiving What You 
Can’t Forget by Lysa TerKeurst 

New York Times bestselling author 
Lysa TerKeurst helps readers  
address how to stop suffering from 
what others have done to them 
while exploring what forgiveness is, 
what it isn't, and how to deal with 
difficult relationships. 

This study is open to all members and friends of the 
church.  Please contact Pastor Chad if  

you’re interested and need a book. 

Lakefront Bible Study 
October 4 & 18  @ 1:00-2:30pm 

Lakefront Plaza Party Room 

 

 

 

 

Are you ready for some fall fun? How about brick 
bread oven pizza? Come in costume or NFL gear for 
worship on Sunday, October 30 and we will gather 
outside (weather permitting) afterward for 
fellowship, fall themed games, face paining, a little 
church friendly tailgating and pizza!  In addition, feel 
free to bring your favorite tailgating snack to share. 
We will be turning on the Vikings/Cardinals game, 
and invite you to stay as long as you’d like. Costumes 
and lawn chairs are optional, all that is required is a 
festive attitude! We will be inviting the community 
to join us from 1-3 for some Trunk or Treat fun.  If 
you would like to sign up to be a Trunk or Treat host, 
help with the games or face painting, call or email 
the office, or sign up in the Fellowship Hall by 
Sunday, October 23.   
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              Sun              Mon              Tue               Wed            Thur         Fri        Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

    

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 

  
 

9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
10:30am Sunday 
School 
 
 

 

  

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
 

7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous 
7pm  Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
7pm Choir 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

6pm Veterans AA 
at the parsonage 
 

 

 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

  

  
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
10:30am Sunday  
School 
 
 
 

 
 

  
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
7pm Choir 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

6pm Veterans AA 
at the parsonage 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 

 

 

  
      
9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
10:30am Sunday 
School 

  

 
 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4-6:30pm Quilters 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
7pm Choir 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
6pm Veterans AA 
at the parsonage 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 

   
 

9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
10:30am Sunday 
School 
 
 

30 Fall Festival                   
 

9:30am Worship 
10:30am Sunday 
School 

 
9-11am AA 
6:30pm Core Team 

7pm NA 
7pm Al-Anon 
 

31 

9-11am  AA 
7pm NA 
7pm Al-Anon                       

 
 

1:30pm  Trinity  
               Readers 
  
 

 
 
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
7pm Choir 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

6pm Veterans AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

2            3               4              5               6             7          8  

23      24         25    26              27       28     29           

                                                       1 

16       17              18           19              20       21     22 

9          10              11        12               13       14         15 

 

2:00pm UWF  

6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation 
(parsonage) 

1:00-2:30pm 
Lakefront  
Bible Study 

1:00-2:30pm 
Lakefront  
Bible Study 

6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation  
(parsonage) 

6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation  
(parsonage) 

10:45-1:45 
Respectful 
Conversations 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  9:30am  (in-person & online) 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  www.htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


