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Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow            
disciples of Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go!”   

“All In” 

What does it mean to be “all in?”   
 
When I was a kid I was far more athletic that I am now.  I 
played recreational sports and later turned to running.  I 
remember practicing or training hard and being 
completely out of breath.  My Dad, who was often my 
Little League coach, would say to me and my teammates, 
“It looks like you’re all in.” 
 
What he meant, I think, is that it looked like we had left 
everything we had on the practice field.  We had used our 
bodies and our minds to their fullest extent, in an attempt 
to improve our game.   
 
It was a good thing.  Oh, it didn’t feel like it at the time.  
Sometimes it hurt, other times it burned.  I remember one 
time when we practiced so hard (and it was so hot and 
sunny) that I had to sit down on the bench because I felt 
dizzy.  I was “all in.” 
 
Jesus, in identifying and calling followers, is looking for 
people who will make an “all in” kind of commitment.  In 
the gospel stories of Jesus recruiting that first group, we 
hear how he met people where they were at and invited 
them into something unclear and uncertain.  In later 
stories, where he continues building his base of followers, 
Jesus gives some instructions that tell them to bring very 
limited supplies and to expect trouble.  And yet, 
throughout the gospels, we hear of a response that is 
nothing short of “all in.”  The followers say “Yes” to Jesus.  
No hesitation.  No questions.  No conditions.  Just “all in” 
full time. 
 
Today the church is looking for people to make an “all in” 
commitment.   
 
           Continued on next page... 
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The church needs people who will freely share their 
spiritual gifts, their time, their prayers, and their 
resources so that the mission and vision of the 
church might continue.  The church needs this “all 
in” commitment so that it can continue the work of 
growing in love of God and neighbor, reaching new 
people, and healing a broken world.  The church 
needs this “all in” commitment so that it can find 
new ways to love God, uplift people, inspire hope, 
and grow disciples of Jesus Christ here and wherever 
we go. 
 
I know that there may be some hesitation.  And I 
understand that this hesitation may create some 
anxiety.  We have more questions than we have 
answers.  We want clarity that isn’t always there.  
We don’t know what the church is going to look like 
in the next season, and who is going to be a part of 
it.  It’s unsettling. 
 
So let me offer this thought:  Why not focus on the 
things we know to be true, the things that will not 
change and cannot be taken away from us.   
 
 Let your “all in” commitment be a result of 

knowing that God loves you unconditionally, that 
God provides for you, and that God will always 
be with you.   

 Let your “all in” commitment be a response to 
Jesus’ life-giving message of peace, love, joy, and 
hope. 

 Let your “all in” commitment represent the 
connections you have made in and through the 
church, connections that give you life and love. 
 

Remember, “God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble.  Therefore we will not fear, 
through the earth should change, thought the 
mountains shake in the heart of the sea; though its 
waters roar and foam, though the mountains 
tremble with its tumult” (Psalm 46:1-3). 
 
Remember, also, “For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,  
 
                                                        Continued above... 

Pastor Chad, continued.. 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:37-39). 
 
God is with us always…nothing can separate us from 
God’s love.  These, alone, give me reason to be “all 
in” for God.  How about you? 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
Pastor Chad 

              All Souls Day & All Saints Day 
 
All Souls Day Service of Remembrance 
Tuesday, November 1 at 6:00pm 
 
All are welcome! This will be an 
informal service of candles, spoken and silent prayer, 
and acoustic music to remember those we have lost 
in the last year or the last many years. We honor the 
deceased and the Creator who gave them life by 
mourning, and giving thanks for their lives. By doing 
it together, we support each other in our own grief 
and in our commitment to carry their memory with 
us. You may bring a photo of your loved one and/or a 
candle to light, which you will take with you at the 
close of the service. Candles (both flame and battery 
operated) will be provided as well.  
 
All Saints Day Sunday Service 
Sunday, November 6 at 9:30am  
 
During the worship service on the 
first Sunday in November, we will 
pause to remember and name 
those from our church who have 
died in the last year.    
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"More Than Coffee"  

My older sister (the dogsledder, not the pastor) and 
I were talking. She was not thrilled with the coffee 
they had been getting and I told her what we had 
been buying. She said, “Oh, we can’t afford fancy 
coffee,” and my immediate thoughts were A) my 
coffee is more expensive than Folgers, but way 
cheaper than a lot of brands on the shelves: so not 
fancy and B) girl, I know some of what you spend on 
a lot of other things (artisanal soap, kitchen and 
craft items, etc.) so I know you can, actually, afford 
any kind of coffee you want. Of course, she wasn’t 
saying she couldn’t AFFORD the coffee; she was 
saying that her money is finite, and she wants to 
spend it on things that are more necessary and 
important to her than improving her level of coffee. 
Fair enough.  

Let’s take a big pivot here and go back to when 
Jesus was teaching, and thousands of people came 
to hear him. Some in the crowds were certainly 
people who could hardly afford to take a day off 
from laboring, weaving, fishing, or making the bread 
and doing the washing. But they did just that to see 
and hear Jesus. They made time to hear his words a 
priority. Why? He explained the scriptures they 
thought they knew in a new light. He turned their 
understanding of what faithful living looked like 
inside out by telling them the checkboxes of do’s 
and don’ts they were familiar with were not as 
important as committing to honor and love God and 
others, to trust God, to forgive, and to know 
themselves as beloved by God. This was electrifying. 
This changed lives. Following the example of Jesus 
and the disciples, many of them began meeting 
together to worship and pray and so became the 
beginning of the Christian church. 

We are in a time when many people seem to feel 
that being a Christian is just an ordinary part of their 
identity, like having brown eyes. Does our 
understanding of faithful living feel like “go to 
church x number of times,” or “make the offering?” 
Those are great things, but are they expressions of a 
vibrant faith, or checkboxes? How does Jesus Christ 
matter to us now? Some would say it doesn’t matter 
what we believe in or do as long as we don’t harm 
anyone.              
            Continued above... 

Children, Youth and Family... 

I agree that harming others is bad, but to me faith in 
Jesus Christ IS important. Jesus turned my 
understanding of who I am in relation to God inside 
out. It was Jesus’ teaching that showed me not to 
let the world tell me what is important; that freed 
me from the idea that nothing mattered, and also 
from the idea that only I mattered. There is so much 
in Jesus’ teaching that continues to amaze me as I 
dig deeper, or as life experience helps me read 
familiar passages in a new or more meaningful light. 
I get more from this if I do it in community with you, 
as well as on my own. 

Our Sunday morning worship is one way we 
experience Christian community, but we also can 
meet (in person or online) to learn and fellowship, 
work together in service to our church (making pizza 
crusts) or our community (Feed My Starving 
Children), and care for each other by listening, 
sending cards, emails, or texts. Christian community 
gives us opportunities to share the love and gifts 
God is giving us, but also to replenish us, to pour 
back into us much more than a feeling of 
satisfaction or relief that we checked a box for the 
week. Sometimes we lose the sense of the power of 
God in our lives. My fear is that we forget that 
others, including our youth and children, need to 
hear and see that power. God is at work, and Jesus 
is still transforming lives, freeing people who have 
been captive to fear and hate, and giving us sight to 
see our neighbors through eyes of love. I think this 
is electrifying.  

So, like my sister’s budget, time is finite. We only 
have 24 hours in the day, and seven days in the 
week. We don’t know how much time each of us 
has to live which makes our time precious, a 
treasure. Most of us must work, and we all need to 
rest, but what we spend our remaining time on 
should reflect what we think is important. God’s 
power is important. Jesus’ transformative message 
is important. You are important. Let’s reignite this 
energy or spark it for the first time together in 
community.  

 
Lynnette Dobberpuhl 

Children, Youth & Family Coordinator 
Kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 

651-492-8188  
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 Mission Corner... 

Your special mission offering will help Lift Up build a 
new school store space at Kenwood Middle School 

in Lakeville, and fill it with everything the school 
needs. Kids can come in the store and grab  

whatever they need for FREE including food, 
clothes, hygiene items and school supplies. 

Rise Against Hunger is an international relief non-
profit organization that coordinates the packaging 
and distribution of food and other aid to people in 
developing nations.  It is driven by the vision of a 
world without hunger.  Their mission is to end 
hunger in our lifetime by providing food and life-
changing aid to this world’s most vulnerable and 
creating a global commitment to mobilize the 
necessary resources.  While long-term food security 
projects take root, communities facing hunger need 
to meet their basic needs today.  
Rise Against Hunger supports safety net programs 
that provide nourishment as well as education, skills 
training or health services that support the difficult 
journey out of poverty. 
In the United States, Rise Against Hunger’s 
partnership with the United Methodist Church has 
yielded impressive meal packaging results (see 
display board in the Narthex). 

Thank you for donating 
$1135.50 to Lift Up 
during the month 

of September. 

November Mission of the Month 

Don Hartley/Otti Castriotta 
 Memorial Garden 

 
As of 10/13/22, 1429 pounds of produce and herbs 
have been donated to the CAP agency food shelf. 

Thank you to our gardeners (and those donating 
from their personal gardens) for your dedication  

to this important ministry. 

Don Hartley/ 
Otti Castiotta 

Memorial Garden 

Holy Trinity will be packing meals at  
Feed My Starving Children in Chanhassen on 

Saturday, November 12  9-10:45am 

Ages 5 and up are welcome, and families are 
encouraged to sign up together. 

Deadline to sign up is Friday, November 4. 

Please sign up here https://bit.ly/FMSCNov2022 
or contact the church office (office@htumc.org) 

Let’s help keep children warm this winter at 
Westwood Elementary School in Prior Lake.  There is 
a need for higher quality gloves.  Coats and boots of 
various sizes can be used too.  If you are able to help, 
please drop off items at the church by November 30. 
Only new items will be accepted.  Thank you for 
helping with this local need. 

https://bit.ly/FMSCNov2022
mailto:office@htumc.org
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 Core Team Corner and Financial Report... 

The Core Team met on Monday, October 24 at 
6:30p.m. Highlights of the discussion included: 

 A Respectful Conversations recap. Team 
members felt that the experience was helpful for 
finding out what people still have questions 
about (see more in Chad's email message), and 
to have some time with people we didn't know 
well. We reflected on a related question about 
which decisions in the church can be made by 
the Core Team and which require a 
congregational meeting, which will be addressed 
by Deanna Hawkins, Core Team chairperson. 

            

 Finance; no major changes since last report.  
Giving is on-track with expectations; expenses 
continue to exceed giving.  The Finance Team has 
engaged an outside accountant to determine the 
amount of Employee Retention Credit (COVID 
relief) Holy Trinity will be awarded.  

The full minutes of the discussion can be found at 
https://htumc.org/core-team/. The next Core Team 
meeting is TBD. 

Holy Trinity United Method Church 

2022 Actual to Budget 

September 30, 2022 

       Year to Date 

 2022 Budget  Year to Date  Month Only  % of Budget 

Operating Income        

  Pledged            235,000               178,833                 18,250   101.5% 

Regular Unpledged              15,000                   6,805                       368   60.5% 

  Other One-Time                        -                   51,585                 51,585                        -    

Total Income            250,000               237,223                 70,203   126.5% 

        

Operating Expenses        

  Administrative and Salaries            102,400                 72,805                   7,028   94.8% 

  Pastoral Ministries            103,600                 78,640                   9,387   101.2% 

  Apportionments              30,000                 16,807                          -     74.7% 

  Property and Maintenance              39,000                 36,808                   7,330   125.8% 

  Other                 5,000                   6,340                   1,255   169.1% 

Total Expenses            280,000               211,400                 25,000   100.7% 

        

Net Operating Income/(Loss)            (30,000)                25,823                 45,203   -114.8% 

        

https://htumc.org/core-team/
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 Church Announcements... 

Our next monthly gathering is scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 8th, at 2pm in Fellowship Hall.  
We’ll be making plans for Christmas and discussing 
ideas of how we want to support women, youth & 
children in 2023. All women are invited to join this 
casual group for fellowship, devotions, prayer, study, 
and required business. 
 
Our group successfully hosted the River Valley 
District United Women of Faith Annual Gathering on 
Sept 24 at our church.  Fellowship Hall came alive 
with fall decorations, and the Narthex staged a 
number of display tables to add to the event.  Four 
ladies from our unit attended the Minnesota 
Conference Annual Gathering and Leadership 
Development Retreat in Waseca on Oct 1-2.   
 
To help people whose lives are impacted by 
domestic abuse, we decided to make a donation to 
the Southern Valley Alliance.   
 
Connie Scott continues to correspond with 
missionaries from Macedonia and Cambodia and has 
given us interesting reports at our gatherings. 
 
Sara Modders and Connie Scott each gave a book 
review from books taken from the United Women in 
Faith Reading Program.  Very fascinating!  We’re 
hoping for more in the future! 
 
Resources for Enrichment: 
We offer many ways for you to enrich your life, live 
your faith and put love into action.  Explore these 
resources to find one, or several that interest you.   
https://uwfaith.org/resources/podcasts/ 
https://uwfaith.org/resources/response-magazine/ 
https://
uwfaith.unme.staging.findsomewinmore.com/
resources/2022-reading-program/ 
https://www.mnconfumw.com – for events, District 
Connections & The Fresh Connection 
https://www.uwfaith.org – for news, events & 
inspiration 
Questions: Contact Sharon Dougherty 612-280-2103. 

Straw Poll 

A straw poll will be taken on Sunday, November 6.  
This straw poll is NOT a final vote on whether or not 
Holy Trinity will become a Reconciling 
Congregation.  It is only a guide for the Committee 
for next steps.  If a majority of votes indicate 
acceptance of the process, the Committee will 
continue its work of providing information leading to 
a final, formal vote in the Spring.  If a majority 
chooses not to accept the direction, the Committee 
would adjust its process or discontinue.  

The straw poll ballot will have just one item: 

Holy Trinity United Methodist Church commits to 
welcoming, fully including, and celebrating people of 
all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 
expression.  I wish to continue the journey toward 
making a final decision on becoming a Reconciling 
Congregation. 

___ YES, I agree. 

___ NO, I disagree. 

___ UNCERTAIN:  I would appreciate more 
information about ___________________________ 

(Ballots marked UNCERTAIN will not be counted as a 
YES or a NO, and will not be included in the count to 
determine a majority) 

Please note:  Casting a ballot should be done by 
everyone who is an active participant at Holy Trinity 
UMC (grade 8 and older), who has the hope and 
intention of remaining active here in worship and 
ministry.  If you wish to cast a ballot but will not be 
present on November 6, there will be a process to 
cast your ballot early (October 31-November 5.) 
Watch for more details as that date gets closer. 

HOW TO VOTE:  

Online: watch for the online poll 

In-Person during the week prior (Tuesday, November 
1, Wednesday, November 2, or Thursday, November 
3) between 10am and 3pm in the church office 

In-Person following worship on Sunday, November 6 

ALL VOTING WILL END ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6 
at 11:15am (Central Time)   

 

HAPPENINGS 
United Women in Faith  
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 Church Announcements... 

Current Study:  Forgiving What You 
Can’t Forget by Lysa TerKeurst 

New York Times bestselling author 
Lysa TerKeurst helps readers  
address how to stop suffering from 
what others have done to them 
while exploring what forgiveness is, 
what it isn't, and how to deal with 
difficult relationships. 

This study is open to all members and friends of the 
church.  Please contact Pastor Chad if  

you’re interested and need a book. 

Lakefront Bible Study 
November 1 & 15  @ 1:00-2:30pm 

Lakefront Plaza Party Room 

Trinity Readers 
Tuesday, November 29 

1:30pm at the Parsonage   

If you enjoy reading and discussing books, join us! 

The book for November:  The Whole Town’s Talking 
By: Fannie Flagg 

With her wild imagination, great 
storytelling, and deep understand-
ing of folly and the human heart, 
the beloved Fannie Flagg tells an 

unforgettable story of life, afterlife, 
and the remarkable goings-on of 
ordinary people. She reminds us 
that community is vital, life is a 

gift, and love never dies.   

Please contact Sandy Feldhake if you have any  
questions:  sfeldha1@msn.com  

Fall MMDC/UMCOR Kit Collection Tour 

Several times each year, the Minnesota Conference 
organizes a state-wide collection of kits and supplies 
requested by the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) and the Midwest Mission 
Distribution Center (MMDC). 

Holy Trinity is a NEW COLLECTION SITE and the 
truck will be stopping at the church on Tuesday, 
November 15 from noon-1 p.m. 

Any completed kits or kit supplies requested by 
UMCOR or by Midwest Mission Distribution 
Center are welcome. 

Specific items urgently needed at this time are: 

NEW URGENT NEED: UMCOR Cleaning Kits 
Laundry detergent, up to 150oz 
Dish soap, up to 64oz 
Household cleaner, up to 80oz 
Gently used rakes, shovels, rooms, non-electric 
tools and blankets 
Electric sewing machines in operable condition 

Please contact the church office if you need more 
information.  Thanks for your help and generosity! 

Heritage and Culture Festival 
Saturday, November 5th, 10:00am-3:00pm  

Twin Oaks Middle School in Prior Lake 

All Are Welcome to participate and learn! 

10:00-3:00  Booths/tables/activities will be open… 

11:00-1:00  Food from around the world which will 

feature two items from 6 different continents. 

10:30  Bagpiper Mark McNeill will be in the lobby 

11:00-11:30  Aztec Dance group from Northfield 

11:30-12:10  Native American story teller Colin 

Wersaw will be on via Zoom in the auditorium 

12:10-1:30  Miss Minnesota, the first Native woman 

to ever be Miss Minnesota will visit 

1:30-2:00  Czech-Slovak dance group from St. Paul 

2:00-2:30  Native American student dancers from PL 

2:30-3:00  Cambodian student dancers from PL 

  All Activities and Food are Free of Charge! 

mailto:sfeldha1@msn.com
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              Sun              Mon              Tue               Wed            Thur         Fri        Sat 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

6pm All Soul’s Day  
Service 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

    

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
7pm Choir 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
6pm Veterans AA 
at the parsonage 

  
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
Heritage  
& Culture 
Festival 
10:00am-
3:00pm  

  
 

9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
10:30am Straw Poll 
 
 

 

  

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
 

7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous 
7pm  Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
7pm Choir 

  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
6pm Veterans AA 
at the parsonage 
 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 

  

FMSC 
9-10:45am 
 
 
 

 

 
 

9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
Commitment Sunday 
 
 

 
 
   
   

  
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 

12:00-1:00pm 
UMCOR Pickup 
 
 
 
 

1-3:15pm Quilters 
7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 

8:30am Moment of Prayer 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
7pm Choir 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
6pm Veterans AA 
at the parsonage 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 
 

 

 

  
      
9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
9:40am Sunday 
School (K-4) 
10:30am Sunday 
School (5-6) 

  

 
 
 

9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 
 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
7pm Choir 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
6pm Veterans AA 
at the parsonage 

 
 

 

 

 
  
 

   
 

9:30am Worship/ 
Live-Stream 
9:40 SS (K-4) 
10:30 SS (5-6) 
 
 

 

 
9-11am AA 
at the parsonage 
 
 
 
 
 

7pm Narcotics  
Anonymous - F. Hall 
7pm   Al-Anon                        
at the parsonage 

 
 

1:30pm  Trinity  
               Readers 
  
 

 
 
 

7pm  CoDA                        
at the parsonage 

 

 
 
8:30am Moment of Prayer  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
7pm Choir 

 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
   
 

  
 

  
 

 

  
 
 

   

  
 

Holy Trinity UMC 

(952) 447-2990 

office@htumc.org 

6            7               8              9               10           11         12 

27      28         29    30                       

          1           2       3             4          5 

20       21              22           23              24       25     26 

13          14              15        16               17       18         19 

 

2:00pm UWF  

6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation 
(parsonage) 

1:00-2:30pm 
Lakefront  
Bible Study 

1:00-2:30pm 
Lakefront  
Bible Study 

6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation  
(parsonage) 

6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation  
(parsonage) 

6:30pm 7th/8th 
Confirmation  
(parsonage) 
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Holy Trinity United Methodist Church 
16150 Arcadia Avenue SE 
Prior Lake, Minnesota, 55372 

Worship:  9:30am  (in-person & online) 

Pastor:  Rev. Chad Gilbertson               
(952) 356-4616     pastor@htumc.org 

 

Family Ministries:  Lynnette Dobberpuhl  

(651) 492-8188 kidsandfamilies@htumc.org 
 

Church Admin:    Tina Chant                                
(952) 447-2990      office@htumc.org   

Church website:  www.htumc.org 

Our Vision:  “To love God, uplift people, inspire hope, and grow disciples of 
Jesus Christ in our community and everywhere we go.” 


